WELCOME!
Many of us have been surprised by political and economic events which have
confounded expectations and aroused
many fears. We, too, seek the Light. During Advent we prepare to welcome ‘The
One Who Is To Come’. 2000 years ago, the
advent of the Messiah was a surprise.
Christmas isn’t a fairy tale to divert us
from reality, but a reminder that the divine vision of justice and peace for all
takes on human flesh in the person of Jesus, who shares our pain, and overcomes
our fear of death which prevents us from
being fully alive. The gospels draw a
straight line from cradle to cross, which is
why EASTER is THE great Christian festival.
In the early church it was followed in importance by Epiphany (the spreading of
the light), and only a couple of centuries
later by Christmas; but Christmas speaks
deeply to our longing to know God with
us, in us, and in the whole of creation.
Luke’s nativity story tells us lowly shepherds were the first to acknowledge Jesus,
while Matthew tells us Gentile magi were.
If we don’t get stuck in literalism, we get
the message—the gospel is about including ‘outsiders’, while telling the powerful
to get off their thrones and accept their
shared humanity with the rest of us.
Christmas and Epiphany are radically
subversive stories which call in question all
our economic and political ideologies and
invite us (in Micah’s words) to do justice,
love kindness, and walk humbly with our
God. May radical kindness and compassion be at the heart of all our Christmas
celebrations! Special thoughts and prayers
are with those of you for whom this time
can be one of grief, pain and heightened
sadness. As the Light came long ago, may
it bring comfort and hope to you now.
Peace and joy to all, especially in this
time of political and economic uncertainty.
May God indeed be with us! O come, O
come Emmanuel! Alleluia! Amen!

November 27th (Advent 1)
8.30 am Eucharist (BCP)
10.30 am Parish Eucharist

6.30 pm ADVENT WALK
begins at St. James

December 4th (Advent 2)
8.30 am Eucharist (BCP)
10.30 am Parish Eucharist

December 11th (Advent 3)
8.30 am Eucharist (BCP)
10.30 am Parish Eucharist

December 18th (Advent 4)
8.30 am Eucharist (BCP)
10.30 am Children’s Pageant
& Eucharist

7.00 pm Service of Traditional
Lessons and Carols

Saturday, December 24th
5.00 pm
The Christmas Story
for Children
A short, simple service with
carols and Holy Communion

9.00 pm
FESTIVAL EUCHARIST
OF THE NATIVITY

with special Christmas music

10.00 am
Quiet Christmas Eucharist
with carols
and

Sunday after Christmas
10.00 am
Sung Eucharist
Your visiting family and friends are
warmly invited to worship with us
All are welcome at St. James

Children’s Focus, Planning Day, Baby Shower, Saint-making, Greening Gold, Hymn-a-thon
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Peter Davison, David Long,
Carol Overing
Richard Hansen
Frances Ward
André Cholette
The Rector and Wardens
Peter Davison
pdavison4@cogeco.ca

February 15th, 2017
Lynn Dykeman, Peter Davison,
Mick and Lil Stewart, Jean Archbell

Richard Hatt and his wife, Mary Cooley, were the
founders of Dundas and founding members of St.
James. While they have long had a memorial marker
in Grove Cemetery, it was only recently that a new
Ancaster housing development uncovered 99 graves,
which turned out to be the unregistered Cooley-Hatt
Cemetery. Another Richard Hatt spent 20 years ensuring its preservation and it was dedicated on September 24th by Canon Peter Davison, with Richard
Hatt as master of ceremonies, and about 100 invited
guests in attendance. Photos p. 8, row 4, left
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Adelin Scarlett Barreto
Spencer Garret Barreto
Alex Berlin Shaidle
Olivia Elizabeth Beckett
Adelia (Lil) Francis King
Violet Grightmire
Charles Hunt
James Victor Coe
Mary Newitt
Melvin Alexander (Mel) Preston
Loving God,
grant that,
from the beginning
to the end of our earthly journeys,
we may know your abiding presence with us,
and be faithful disciples
of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

As announced in the previous issue
of ‘Happenings’, Clare Stewart, daughter of Mick and Lil, and mother of
Brett, preached at St. James on October 9th (Thanksgiving Sunday). Clare, who has practised for many years as a professional engineer, is in
her last year of the M.Div. program at Huron College,
London, and hopes to be ordained next spring.
Clare expressed her appreciation for being back
home with her family, including the St. James family.
She noted that Christian festivity involves giving thanks
to God for God’s bounty, and the sharing of that bounty with one another. Thanksgiving includes our celebration of God’s faithfulness to us from the beginning of
creation to the present. In the Book of Deuteronomy,
Moses tells the Hebrew people to give thanks for abundance, but also for salvation—telling and retelling the
ancient story of wandering, slavery, and deliverance. In
the gospel, Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem and death.
On the way he heals ten lepers, but only one, a Samaritan, returns to thank him for his salvation from disease
and exclusion. In baptism the water with which we are
baptized connects us to the whole Christian story of
creation and redemption. So at Thanksgiving, we not
only enjoy shared abundance, but give thanks for God’s
ongoing, saving action in history.

Bill also presented the Gold Award to Sue Carson, chair of
the St. James Greening Niagara committee and the diocesan
Greening Niagara committee.
More photos on page 8

On November 20th, the Feast of the
Reign of Christ, Sue Carson, our homilist of
the day, spoke of how she found St. James
to be a welcoming congregation, but it also appealed to her
lifelong concern for the environment and social justice—with
both themes intertwined. She noted how the baptismal
promises and the Fifth Mark of Mission both include our commitment ‘to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and
respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth’, not only for
our children and grandchildren, but for ‘seven generations’ (i.e. for ever). The day’s readings portray God and Jesus as the Shepherd who cares for the flock, unlike many rulers who abuse their power. Sue noted there are now mosquitos in Nunavut, and told several stories of family and friends
who have been seriously affected by climate change. We cannot procrastinate any more, but must learn once again to be
conservers rather than consumers.
Today, Sue reminded us, we need more ‘shepherds’ who
will take the lead in saving ‘this sacred earth’ from predators.
All of us need to tell the stories of people and nations who
are adversely affected, and to act at every level for change.
On Saturday, November 6th many of us sang
our way through all 660 hymns in Common
Praise, accompanied by four intrepid organists—
our own Richard Hansen, St. John the Evangelist’s Simon Irving, St. Jude’s, Oakville’s Simon Walker, and St. Paul’s United’s Fredric DeVries. Organists and singers alike enjoyed tea,
coffee, muffins and chili prepared and donated by parishioners. People came and went as they were able, but many
stayed much longer than they had anticipated as they found
themselves caught up in the spirit of the day and the music.
Altogether, the event realized some $3,000.00, which will
alleviate some of our current financial anxiety. Thanks to all
who made this happen, and to all of you for your ongoing
financial support of our shared mission.

On October 30th, Bill Mous, our
former curate and associate
priest, returned to preach and
present St. James with the
Greening Niagara Gold award.
He was accompanied by Courtney and their two sons,
John and Tyler.
After expressing his appreciation for being back at
St. James, he noted that ‘greening’ is a sign of discipleship, along with the parish’s other commitments to
serve society, such as Ellen Osler House and aid to refuEvery year St. James sponsors a community coat
gees. He stated that the Environment is the greatest
drive in support of St. Matthew’s House. This
moral issue of our time, underlining the reality of our
year is no exception, and we are happy to remutuality and interdependence. Referring to the story
ceive good quality, clean coats which can be
of Jesus and Zacchaeus in the gospel, he asked, ‘What
given to people who need them. So far we have
will be our Zacchaeus moment?’ It will not be to delivered some 45 coats, but many more are needed, and
choose the way of least resistance, but the way of love, therefore welcomed! In addition to coats, we also appreciate
which demands that we be both bold and gentle in our scarves, warm hats, and gloves or mitts to ward off the cold.
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Humour

BOOK REVIEW

On the lighter side of medicine.

PATHWAYS IN THEODICY
An Introduction to the Problem of Evil
Mark S.M. Scott 2015 Fortress Press

Thanks to Rob Roi for this, and for proving
others’ puns are as bad as mine. (Ed)
Let me tell you about the doctor. He's very
good! If you tell him you want a second opinion, He'll
go out and come in again.
Another time, he gave a patient six months to live.
At the end of the six months, the patient hadn't paid
his bill, so, the doctor gave him another six months.
While he was talking to me, his nurse came in and
said, "Doctor, there is a man here who thinks he's invisible." The doctor said, "Tell him I can't see him."
Another time, a man came running in the office and
yelled, " Doctor, doctor! - my son just swallowed a roll
of film!" The doctor calmly replied, "Let's just wait and
see what develops."
One patient came in and said, "Doctor, I have a serious memory problem." The doctor asked, "When did it
start?" The man replied, "When did what start?"
I remember one time I told my doctor I had a ringing
in my ears. His advice: "Don't answer it."
My doctor sure has his share of nut cases. One said
to him, "Doctor, I think I'm a bell." The doctor gave
him some pills and said, "Here, take these - If they
don't work, give me a ring."
Another guy told the doctor that he thought he was
a deck of cards. The doctor simply said, "Go sit over
there. I'll deal with you later."
When I told my doctor I broke my leg in two places,
He told me to stop going to those places.
You know, doctors can be so frustrating. You wait a
month and a half for an appointment, then he says, "I
wish you had come to me sooner."
~~~~~

~~~~~

~~~~~

~~~~~

~~~~~

~~~~~

~~~~~

~~~~~

~~~~~

Scott defines his topic as follows: ”The technical term theodicy signifies the defense of divine justice in the face of evil.
It employs logical strategies to ‘justify the ways of God to
men,’ that is, to vindicate God from moral culpability. More
broadly, theodicy denotes the attempt to explain or make
sense of suffering.” He points out that scripture portrays evil
primarily as sin or disobedience against God. Throughout the
Old Testament God punishes Israel and individuals for their
sin. In the New Testament, Jesus occasionally associates
suffering with punishment for sin.
We presume that God, as the infinite good, will prevent
evil, and yet today, with all the suffering and sin throughout
the world, we ask ourselves if God actually exists. The author
claims, ”God, the supreme goodness, cannot create evil.”
That leaves us with the question, how can something exist
that God does not create. Traditionally, theologians and philosophers have distinguished between three different types of
evil: moral, natural, and metaphysical evil. We know from
experience that every person and every nation has the capacity for good and evil. Scott points out that God has created us
with free will, and God desires humanity to freely respond to
God’s love. In his conclusion, Scott feels Christian theodicy
should invite dialogue with other religious traditions for their
mutual enrichment.
Deacon Rob
Ed note: Just as, in theatre, tragedy and comedy go together,
it seemed appropriate to place Rob’s book review beside his
puns!

Thank you, Marg and
Greg Murray!

Marg and Greg have long
been connected with St.
James, and their son Stephen was one of our outstanding curates. A recent
move and other factors
mean they can no longer
continue their active association with St. James, including Marg’s role as Honorary Assistant Priest. On
November 20th we thanked them for enriching our
life, and we wish them
Godspeed and many good
years! Blessings galore!
Photo p. 8, row 4, right

5

“People, look east! The time is near
for the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:
love, the guest, is on the way.”
Eleanor Farjeon #91 Common Praise

For some reason, this Advent Carol stuck in my head
last week, and ever since I have been humming the tune
and thinking of the words. Christmas is coming, even if
some jumped the gun and played carols before we wanted to hear them (too bad they don’t know about Advent
Carols that prepare us for Christmas).
With Remembrance Day over, are you in the midst of
Christmas preparations? It is a lot of work, but there is
joy in the work. We become guests, and we invite guests
into our homes, to celebrate the coming of God to earth.
I recently spent time with a young woman who is usually on her own over Christmas. In our conversation, she
told me she volunteers with helping to feed the poor
and lonely on Christmas day, at a church in her neighbourhood where they put on the traditional Christmas
night feast. She said there is so much happiness and
good cheer there on Christmas night that she couldn’t
think of anything she would like to do more. It also
makes her feel she is helping to fulfill the reason why
God came to earth and entered time as Jesus. Love the
guest is on the way. She becomes part of the reason everyone is happy, full, and feeling contented.
Some of us have big families and are surrounded by
love, while others are on their own and perhaps struggling with the quiet, wishing they too were surrounded
by loved ones. And some are surrounded by people and
feel unloved or unlovable.
Regardless of our situation, we are reminded once
again by this season that ‘Love, the guest, is on the way’.
Or as the last line of the carol says, ‘Love, the Lord, is on
the way’. We often forget God loves each and every one
of us, and through Jesus’ incarnation—his birth—proved
his love to us. God chose to come to a young woman and
her poor husband holed up in a cave surrounded by animals. They became refugees, fleeing to Egypt for safety
when King Herod tried to kill Jesus. Then, when he grew
up, he showed love and care to the underdog. He invited
everyone into the inner circle. No one was left out.
More than any other time of the year, we are reminded to reach out to others as God reached out to humanity 2000 years ago and continues to reach out to us today. Know you are loved by God. God came among us to
teach us to show love for others, in acts of kindness,
through our deeds and actions.
I pray you will have a blessed Christmas.
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In the spirit of Jean’s Journal, we draw your attention to
the residents of Ellen Osler Home, with whom a number of
us have become involved. For various reasons, people have
been caught up in the justice system, and ‘done time’ for
their offences. Some Ellen Osler Home residents tell tragic
tales of being abused before turning to criminal acts. They
were victims of society long before becoming ‘offenders’.
The corrections system has two main functions. One is to
make offenders ‘do penance’ for their offences (whence the
term ‘penitentiary’), and to protect society from those who
might do more harm. This is ‘retributive justice’ - concerned
primarily with punishment. But the other function is
‘restorative justice’, whose purpose is to rehabilitate
offenders and help them take back their place in society as
contributing members. This is why ‘halfway houses’ help
people make that difficult transition into normal life. They
not only have a much greater success rate than simply
dumping people back into society straight from prison; they
also cost the public purse much less.
Two key factors in restorative justice are welcoming residents into a supportive community (which St. James certainly tries to do), and ensuring that they find housing and
employment. If you could provide employment (or even
odd jobs) for a resident or two (or know someone who can),
please let Anne Washington know, and we shall try to ensure that you have a suitable match. If you have an apartment or room to rent, and would like to help someone feel
at home again, again please let Anne know. We know from
our work with refugees how important these two things
are. They are equally important for people who are trying to
get back on their feet after paying their debt to society.
After all, Jesus spent most of his time and energy with
‘sinners’, inviting them to know divine love and forgiveness.
And we who have known that same love and forgiveness
are asked to pass it on to others. Thank you in advance for
your interest, compassion, and help.
P.S. Thanks to all who have donated clothing for EOH residents. Right now, we only need shoes and winter boots.

As announced earlier, Jane Beckett was invested with the
Order of Niagara at a service in the cathedral on October
2nd. She was honoured for her many years of pastoral care
ministry. At November’s diocesan synod, Bob Morrow was
appointed a lay canon of the cathedral, and will be formally
installed in the New Year. Bob has been secretary and chair
of Canterbury Hills Board, led the diocesan and electoral
synod planning teams, helped 25 parishes with transitions
from old to new rectors, chaired the merger of Our Saviour
and Church of the Redeemer, Stoney Creek, and chaired the
Bishop’s Company Dinner. (Photos p. 8, row 2)

Yes we can!’ It’s important, given the many financial needs
of the church, that much of this fundraising happens beLynn Dykeman
yond the church. If you are interested in being a part of this
We thought they had beds, but we
important initiative let us know. We are encouraging people
were wrong! Feras Al Kurdi and Susan
to give $5; and ask five people they know for five dollars.
Wallace, with the help of the Karstens,
Donations made through St. James can receive a tax reonce again delivered furniture to a family in a desperate situation. A family of four, including a ceipt.
Thanks to all of you for your compassion, commitment,
member with a very serious disability, arrived from Quebec. We heard they had beds but nothing else. On a and overall support! See photos on page 8
November Friday Feras and Susan visited their home and
found one love seat and thin foam mats. They had been
For over fifteen years St. James has adopted
in their apartment for over a week sleeping on the floor.
families to ensure that they can enjoy Christmas
By Sunday they had beds, a dresser, side tables, sofas
festivities. We do this in conjunction with St. Matthew’s
and a kitchen table and chairs, lamps etc. Their empty
House. This year we are adopting four families with five
apartment was a home.
children in each. We will also include the eleven children in
Because of your help and the help of the community,
our Syrian refugee family, the Al-Rahmos. Each child will
we have been able to continue to provide furniture and
receive two gifts—a toy and an item of clothing. Each famidesperately needed items to the refugees from Syria,
ly will receive Christmas treats and a $75 voucher for
and a few from other countries. We have had a generChristmas meals. You can help by:
ous donation of storage space where we are able to keep
(1) Taking a star from the St. James tree and bringing items
donations. Last spring we often did deliveries several
to the church by November 27th.
times a week. Our deliveries to the Syrian newcomers
(2) Taking a card from the tree with a child’s request for a
are now generally for people who have moved here from
toy or clothing, and bring your (unwrapped) gifts to the
another province—people who were not doing well and
church by December 4th.
hope that, with the support of family members living in
(3) Join us in the church parlour on December 4th to fill
Hamilton, they can make a go of life in Canathe handmade bags for our St. Matthew’s House famida. Community members outside the church have prolies. We shall do this for our refugee family separately
vided funds for the numerous truck rentals, and all those
on December 18th.
with vehicles at the church have been pushed into serMay your own Christmas joy be increased by bringing unexvice. We have now helped 200 families. Susan said repected delight to people who have suffered many losses.
cently, “I wish everyone could deliver furniture for those
Encourage your neighbours and friends to join you in makwith none.” The experience is not like anything else
ing this happen. Thank you for your generosity!
those involved have ever done. While we do not receive
donations items at the church any longer, we often need
sofas, complete bed sets, tables with chairs, carpets and
The St. James outreach committee has many irons in the
lamps. Drop-offs to Hatt street can be arranged at the fire. When we began to look at implementing the recomdonors’ convenience. Pick-up is sometimes possi- mendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, it
ble. Many Syrians will celebrate Christmas. Christmas was decided to strike a sub-committee to work at this task,
decorations would also be appreciated. The families we so we now have a Truth and Reconciliation Committee to
have helped would like members of the church undertake this work, chaired by Jackie Donnelly. So far, the
thanked. Our church is beloved by many.
group has worked with Jean to have Donna Bomberry
The ‘Wheelchairs for Kurdistan, Iraq’ project is in full
swing. The relief organization in Kurdistan with whom
we partner, is renting buses and helping people from
Mosul flee ISIS. If the refugees are caught they are
killed. This organization told us their most desperate
need is for wheelchairs, walkers, canes, and crutches. The need is desperate and growing. We have a large
collection but more items are needed. After Christmas
we will have a major cleaning and repair day on Hatt
Street. We will need to raise $15-20,000 for the shipment. To quote our Anne Washington, ‘Can we do it? 7

come and preach, and to engage us in further conversation
over October 2nd’s delicious soup-and-a-bun lunch. Donna
gave us many helpful insights into how we might move further in this direction. See photos, page 8, row 3.
The committee is currently working with Jean to apply
for a diocesan WOW grant, which would enable two of our
younger members to meet with indigenous people to hear
their stories, film and record them, and make them available to a wider audience. One of our collective insights is
that it’s now our turn to listen to indigenous people and
learn from them. Thanks to all who are helping this process move forward.

Saint-making (Baptisms), Saint-recognizing, St. Francis Day blessing, Truth & Reconciliation with Donna Bomberry,
Remembrance/All Souls Sunday, Cooley-Hatt Cemetery Dedication, Women’s Christmas Dinner, Thanks to Marg & Greg Murray

The Knit Group entertained at the Women’s
Christmas Dinner with their own brand of fun!

Bottom row: Refugees from Mosul flee to relative safety by bus. Photos supplied by Lynn Dykeman’s contacts in the region. As
we approach Christmas, we are reminded by Matthew’s gospel how Jesus, Mary and Joseph were also refugees. ‘Inasmuch as
we do it unto these, we do it also unto him.’
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