HAPPENINGS
The Newsletter of St. James Church
Dundas, Ontario

LENT - EASTER 2016
A SEASON OF LOVE & SACRIFICE
Lent invites us to rise to the challenge that love
is stronger than death, and love’s sacrifices can
create the conditions for true peace. For Christians,
the seeming tragedy of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross
becomes the “divine comedy”, in which not even
death can prevent him, and us, from becoming
fully alive. Jesus often refers to himself as “the Son
of Man” or “the human one”. His life is the template for our own, and to follow him means to become like him. The sacrifice this entails is the sacrifice of our self-centeredness, so that, like the “One
for Others”, we, too, may find our true selves by
losing ourselves in service to God and one another.
In Lent we become much more intentional about
our faith as a way of life to be lived—as a way to
the real heart and centre of our lives, both as individuals and as a community. We deliberately make
time to relax, reflect, and act out our fundamental
beliefs and values. The forty days of Lent begin
with Ash Wednesday. We have six ecumenical
lunches at St. Paul’s United Church, each hosted by
different members of the Association of Dundas
Churches. And NOW is the time to block off time in
our calendars for the full observance of Holy Week
and Easter!
Our family of Syrian refugees will need our continuing welcome, care and attention as they settle
into their new homeland, city and culture. Lent is
also a time to press for affordable housing, a living
wage, and other measures to assist marginalized
people back into the mainstream of society.
We may wish, not only to ‘respect the dignity of
every human being’ by making peace at every level
of life, but to question a culture where intertwined
sex and violence are at the core of the entertainment industry, and where too many people are
reduced to commodities. May Lenten commitment
and sacrifice lead us all to the true joy of Easter!

From Ashes to Easter
Services for the Journey
ASH WEDNESDAY (February 10th)
7.30 pm Penitential Rite
with imposition of ashes and Eucharist

ECUMENICAL SOUP-AND-A-BUN
LUNCHES AND PRAYERS 12 noon - 1 pm
Feb. 10-17-24 Mar. 2-9-16 at St. Paul’s United Church
Sponsored by the Association of Dundas Churches

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES
PALM SUNDAY
8.30 am Eucharist (Traditional BCP)
10.30 am Blessing of Palms, Dramatic Reading
of the Passion, and Eucharist

MAUNDY THURSDAY
6.00 pm Potluck Supper
7.30 pm Commemoration of the Last Supper
with footwashing/handwashing and overnight vigil

GOOD FRIDAY
10.30 am The Way of the Cross for all ages

HOLY SATURDAY
7.30 pm Easter Vigil with Lighting of the New Fire
and First Eucharist of Easter

EASTER SUNDAY
8.30 am Easter Eucharist (Traditional BCP)
10.30 am FESTIVAL EUCHARIST OF THE RESURRECTION

You are invited to join us for this six-week
pilgrimage through darkness to light in this
most important season of the Christian year.

Images of our Life Together—St. Francis Day & 40th Annual Holiday House Tour

Thanks to all who brought their pets to
be blessed on St. Francis Day, and to all
who offered their homes for what
many felt was one of the best Holiday
House Tours. More photos of our life
together on pages 7 and 8.
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Open Doors
Open Minds
Open Hearts
Open Hands

Sacred Circle Dance Group
4th Friday of each month at 7.30 pm
in the Dundas Room (except Good Friday)
All are welcome!
May 14th workshop details to follow.

MOVIE NIGHTS
1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 7.00 pm in the Parlour

MOVIE AFTERNOONS
4th Thursdays, 1.30 pm in the Parlour
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Jean’s Report will be found in the
Reports for the Annual Vestry Meeting, copies of which will be available
on or before February 14th.

Passages
Rest in Peace
Fay Poff
Don Tench
Scott Garner
Loving God, as we mourn the death of loved ones, we give
thanks for the beauty of their lives, and the grace with which
they have touched us. Grant that we, too, may journey with
them in trust, hope and love, and even as we walk through
the darkest valleys, may know your abiding and life-giving
presence. Amen.

Music Notes
The Girls’ Choir is back after my 3-month
sick leave, with new choristers joining in January. The group
now numbers 8 singers, with a possible 2 more in February.
It will be singing sometime in February. Please see the
weekly bulletin for future announcements. The Lenten Organ Recitals are shaping up to be exciting, with new names
added this year. Final plans are close at hand, after a couple
of late cancellations. Please check the weekly bulletin for
further details. The series will take place on: February 16th,
23rd, March 1st, 8th, finishing with Tuesday, March 15. Each
recital begins at 12:15 pm. Admission is $5, with the net proceeds going to the Music Ministry here at St. James.

A Message from The Green Team
With increasing anticipation, the Green Team is
seeing the goal of achieving our Gold Accreditation.
Having to have new boilers installed has
helped!! Out of bad can come good. Only 3 other
parishes of the 90 in our diocese have reached this
goal, so we are really hoping to become #4.
This Lent for four weeks there will be a table in
the Narthex to help us complete the educational
aspect of our gold. One of the green team will be
there after each service with ideas and forms to
complete. For those of you who have walked with
us since 2009, a refresher course would always be
good. For newcomers in the last 5 years, please pay
us a visit and learn about our environmental journey
at St. James. See you - starting February 28th.
One thing we need to be sure of is that every
group using the church facilities is fulfilling all the
requirements for accreditation – from recycling, to
turning off lights in the rooms you use. Please, can
every group from choir to kitchen to knit group to
movie night-goers appoint a person to contact Sue
at church or by phone or email for a quick review?
On Saturday, March 19th, ECOWHAM will sponsor
an Earth Day event in Dundas. Please look for an
announcement of time and place.
Thanks from a very excited Green Team. Sue’s
email is d.carson@sympatico.ca
Telephone: 905-304-3682

Blessing of Animals (belated report)
On page 2 you will see a number of photos from
the Blessing of Animals on St. Francis Day (October
4th). Your editor apologises for omitting this from
the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany newsletter. But as
the Green Team notes, publishing them now reinforces our concern for the renewal of creation
through responsible stewardship. Thanks to all who
brought their pets and helped us celebrate St. Francis Day.

A Spirituality of Compassion
As we rightly celebrate the safe arrival of our refugee family, and work with them as they adjust to
their new life in Canada, we also remember the
men, women and children who find themselves hungry and homeless on our streets. As we welcome
the victims of war, we can also work to ensure that
our “domestic refugees” find welcome, shelter and
support, so that they, too, may come in from the
cold, and find warmth and compassion, and the possibility of new life. Please see the next column for
some details of how we can help.

The Coldest Night of the Year
It’s that time again, the Coldest Night of the
Year, February 20th. Please join/support Lynn
Dykeman and Sue Pratt, co-leaders, in our 5
km/2 km walk to raise funds to support the initiatives for homelessness in Hamilton and area. We are doing this in support of the St. Matthew’s House programs. As you will see at the site, the stats on children and
adults trying to survive with inadequate means &/or no shelter within our own community is there. You can register
and/or donate at https:/secure.e2rm.com/registrant/
FundraisingPage.aspx?registrationID=3193389&langPref=en
-CA link or just go to Google and put in Coldest Night of the
Year, then go to Register or Donate. Our team name is:
“The Saints Go Marching In” (Team St. James) or you can
link on Susan Pratt to get to the team as well. If you have
any questions please call Sue at 905-628-2289. To quote,
Anne Washington as our rallying call, “Can we do it? Yes we
can!” We will all continue to make a difference both locally
and abroad.
Indifference, by Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy
When Jesus came to Golgotha,
they hanged Him on a tree,
they drove great nails through hands and feet,
and made a Calvary;
they crowned Him with a crown of thorns,
red were His wounds and deep,
for those were crude and cruel days,
and human flesh was cheap.
When Jesus came to Hamilton, *
they simply passed Him by.
They would not hurt a hair of Him,
they only let Him die;
for men had grown more tender,
and they would not give Him pain,
they only just passed down the street,
and left Him in the rain.
Still Jesus cried, ‘Forgive them,
for they know not what they do,’
and still it rained the winter rain
that drenched Him through and through;
the crowds went home and left the streets
without a soul to see,
and Jesus crouched against a wall,
and cried for Calvary.
* In the original, Hamilton is Birmingham. G.A. Studdert Kennedy
(1883-1929)was a decorated (MC) British chaplain in World War I,
known as Woodbine Willie as he handed out Woodbine cigarettes
to the troops. He wrote several books based on his Christian Socialism, and his collected poems are published as “The Unutterable
Beauty”. He died aged 45, advocating for the poor and “ordinary
folk”, and is commemorated in the liturgical calendar on March 8th.

BOOK REVIEW

STRANGE ENCOUNTER

THE PURSUIT OF GOD A.W.Tozer

Nancy and I volunteer for Meals on Wheels,
once a month for the past six years. At the end
of 2013, one of our deliveries was to an apartment building on Governors Road, where we had
three clients. One was on the top floor and the other two
on the 4th. We flipped as to who would go where: I lost as
usual and headed for the top floor. The elevator was surprisingly fast, with very few stops on the way up or down,
so I was first to finish. Back in the lobby, which was being
decorated for Christmas, the superintendent and his wife
were beginning to hang decorations on the Christmas tree.
I hollered ‘Hello’, and commented on their activity.
“A few low-income seniors live here’, said the Super,
“and rely on us to provide a Christmas tree, and all the
decorations.” “You do a fine job and I’m sure it’s much appreciated”, said I. “Decorating this tree reminds me of a
story that happened around this time of year,” he replied,
and told me this amazing story. While superintendent of an
apartment building in Toronto a few years ago, he was
decorating a Christmas tree in that lobby, when an older
lady with a European accent approached and asked if any
apartments were available. He showed her a two-bedroom
unit which she liked, and he said if she wanted it, she’d better sign the paperwork then and there, as those units were
scarce. The lady said OK, and accompanied him to his office. As she removed her coat, he could see a blue, numbered tattoo on her wrist. He commented on it, and she
said she had been in a concentration camp during the war,
and had lost her family there. After she moved in, she
pretty well kept to herself and, while pleasant, didn’t socialize.
Shortly after she moved in, another lady, also with a
European accent, inquired about the apartments. He
showed her a unit similar to the one the first lady had
rented, and she decided to take it. She, too, had a blue,
numbered tattoo on her wrist, and told him she had been
in a concentration camp during WW II. He told her about
the first lady and asked if she’d like to meet her. The second lady said yes, and he said he would arrange it. But the
first lady was not agreeable, and didn’t want to talk about
such a terrible event in her life—it would only make her sad
and unhappy. Still, the Super would talk to her from time to
time, and also to the second lady, who said she understood
the first lady’s feelings. One day the first lady said she’d
been thinking about it, and maybe would like to meet the
second lady. They wouldn’t have to talk about the war, but
perhaps would have something in common. So he set up
the meeting. When the first lady answered her door, she
looked past him, and screamed in German, “My God, my
sister, my sister!” Was it coincidence – that these two ladies rented apartments in the same building - or do you
think God intervened in this unique reunion?
Doug Crosbie

Aneko Press 2015

Aiden Wilson Tozer (1897 – 1963)
was an American Christian pastor,
preacher, author, magazine editor,
and spiritual mentor. The title gives
one the idea that the book focuses on how Christians
should pursue God, Tozer says we pursue God only
because God pursued us first, and then our pursuit of
God. As he put it, “Our pursuit of God is successful
just because He is forever seeking to manifest Himself to us.”
I would describe this book as sincere and orthodox, and even a little fundamentalist – although the
author suggests he is not for fundamentalism. He
describes the aches and longings of Christians for
real knowledge of God, and does not shy away from
admitting there are problems with the way many
Christians view their relationship with God. Tozer
states, “Christians are in real danger of losing God
amid the wonders of His Word. We have almost forgotten that God is a spirit and, as such, can be cultivated as any person can.” He adds that God communicates with us through our minds, our wills, and our
emotions, and this interchange between God and us
is through personal awareness, and does not come
through the body of believers. Tozer concludes, at
the end of his book, “Let us practice the fine art of
making every work a priestly ministration. Let us believe that God is in all our simple deeds and learn to
find Him there.”
Deacon Rob

From the Wardens

Much has happened
lately! Advent, Christmas and Epiphany were celebrated with their special services. With reports elsewhere, we shall be brief. In December, Richard Hansen eased back in, and Chris Dawes helped smooth
the transition. Again, we are grateful to Chris for his
exemplary service to St. James. Our boilers failed
and we faced some swift and anxious decisionmaking. Rather than “borrowing” from the rectory
fund, which would have incurred interest charges,
we used our capital account, now stripped down to
almost zero. We now need to replenish it, over the
next two years if possible. We are indebted to David
Ricketts for liaising with the tendering firms, and his
presence during installation. After weeks anticipating
the arrival of the Al Rahmo family from Syria, we had
just three days’ notice. Our biggest outreach project
yet is assisted, and largely driven by, an active group
from the community. Despite all those involved, the
Rector has put in many extra hours! Thank you, Jean!

Lynn Dykeman
on the Medical Shipment
and a Visit to Kurdistan
Container arrived safely in Mersim,
Turkey. Border closed before Christmas for some
time and for 2 days after the bombing last week but
has reopened. Our shipment is in a bonded warehouse in Mersim. The line at the border is 40 km because of the closing so they are waiting before they
ship the container by truck to Dahok Iraq. We continue to gather for the next shipment…….

S

he was 45 going on 76, defiant, determined, in
control and a hero. I wonder if she is still alive,
are her sons fighting ISIS, is her husband safe,
has she had to once again flee; how much trauma can
one life sustain. The defense lawyers tried to bully her
at Sadam Hussein’s trial; they were not successful.
In 2009 I went on a medical fact finding trip to
Northern Iraq’s Kurdistan Province. Seven health care
providers, many from McMaster University, went to
complete a needs assessment of health care in
Iraq. It was a time of great hope and possibility, of
reconstruction, and the rebuilding of universities and
roads, health clinics and schools. After the fall of Sadam Hussein, the Kurdistan region experienced a brief
period of peace while there was great trauma in
Southern Iraq. Given the conflict in the south between differing ruling powers, the Kurds were left to
rebuild their country and rebuild they did. At every
corner there was a building under construction or reconstruction. I can easily recall children coming home
from school in their school uniforms, people in the
market, and businesses under construction. The rifles
and guns our tour guides always carried and the many
soldiers both American and Iraqi we saw reminded us
that while things were peaceful in this area, we were
in a country at war.
A brief history lesson: The Kurds, an old civilization,
fought with Lawrence of Arabia during the First World
War at the time of the breakup of the Ottoman Empire. They were promised their own homeland when
WW1 ended. When initial maps were drawn up in
Paris in 1919 of possible boundaries in the area, Kurdistan was its own country. When neighbouring peoples complained, the Kurdistan Region was divided
between Iraq, Iran, Syria and Turkey.
On our trip we went to Balesan to see a new health
clinic where we could only be impressed. Balesan was
the site of one of the gassings by Sadam Hussein. Our
driver wept when we got close. I would soon understand why. After the tour of the health clinic we were
taken to the Balesan memorial of the gassing. I have

been a social worker a long time and have heard and seen
many things, but nothing could prepare me for the memorial. When people are gassed, they die a quick and horrific
death and so does anything else alive in the area. You cannot run or hide. On the walls were colour photographs of
the men, women and children who died that day. Our tour
guide, a young medical clerk, identified one picture, his
uncle. We were silent, it is hard to see Hell. In the middle
of the room were two sewing machines—I do not know
why—the metaphors for rebuilding strike me.
We startled when we were told we would be taken to a
local community members home for lunch, told not
asked. We arrived at a humble home where lunch was
prepared. We sat on the floor in the Kurdish custom, and
as we ate the mother in the home began to talk. She had
been one of the survivors of the gassing. Whenever foreigners came to the area, she fed them and told them the
story of that day and commissioned them to tell the world
about what they had seen. We assumed she was the
grandmother of the children; she was not, she was their
mother, not 75 but 46. She told her truth with determination, with courage, with power. It was a face one could
never forget.
She testified at Saddam Hussein’s trial. They tried to
bully her. Others told us trying to bully her had not gone
well. I am not surprised. And now she lived in her home in
Balesan with her husband and many children and told the
story. As she requested I tell the story.
Now we are gathering wheelchairs for Iraq, not tools of
reconstruction but tools of repair, not of hope and possibility but the reflection of carnage and destruction. ISIS
has come and surrounded Kurdistan. We are gathering
equipment. It is all we can do. I wonder if she is alive, if
those children are fighting ISIS – is Balesan safe, are they
alive? Wheelchairs, not text books. It is all we can do.

A Fond Farewell from Nadine Wilkes
Some 35 years ago my family moved to Dundas. On our
first visit to St. James we were welcomed by, you guessed
it, Alan Gregson. We were embraced by the community
and the clergy (Phil and Ruth Jefferson) at the time. Over
the years we have celebrated baptisms, confirmations,
wedding and funerals. The most memorable was when
George and I got married. The Spirit Sounds and the choir
under the direction of Susan Ricketts sang a commissioned piece written by Paul Chappel. With Susan and Pat
Johnson we had several years of musical enjoyment with
the Spirit Sounds of St. James. So as Geoff and I go on this
new journey of life I wish to extend my love and appreciation for all the blessings I have received from my St.
James family. Our new Anglican family is Holy Trinity ProCathedral in New Westminster B.C. Please come and visit
us there. “Live, Laugh, Love, Sing”. Nadine (photo p. 7)

Welcome to the Al Rahmo Family

After an exhausting 30-hour flight from Lebanon,
the Al Rahmo family finally arrived in Hamilton.
They were interviewed by the media at St. James,
and after a brief hotel stay moved into their new
home. Photo on the right Uncle Radwan arrived
four days after the others—here with Ali and Omar.
Jean & Dave Archbell photos
Placing the Three Magi in
front of the altar on the
Feast of the Epiphany.

On the Sunday in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, each of the
churches in the Association of Dundas Churches received visitors from
one of the other churches. We were blessed with three members of
the Christian Life Assembly, who brought a basket of fruit for our refugee family—the Al Rahmos.

David Ricketts photo

Nadine & Geoff (see p. 6)

Wrapping gifts for another successful David Ricketts oversaw the purchase and installation of
Adopt-a-Family program.
our new boilers. We now have a reliable source of heat:
Thanks to all who made it happen! all we have to do is pay for them! Cost is $42,000.00.

Archbishop Fred Reflects on
Anglican Primates Meeting
On January 19th, Archbishop Fred Hiltz reflected on
the recent Primates’ meeting in Canterbury. His reflection is over 3000 words, and available on the Anglican
website (anglican.national.ca). This is a brief summary.
Our Primate begins with a quotation from 1 Corinthians 12, where Paul speaks of the church as the
Body of Christ, with many gifts and many parts, but
one. As Anglicans, we believe in “Mutual Responsibility and Interdependence”, but also note deep differences and stresses arising from different cultures
and situations. Both the Episcopal Church (TEC) and
the Anglican Church of Canada have been singled
out for their affirmative action with regard to the
LGBTQ community regarding ordination and samesex marriage. Our Primate apologises to the LGBTQ
community for the hurt they have experienced
through the church’s lack of recognition, and he rejects attempts elsewhere to promote hostile actions
against people because of their sexual orientation.
Having been criticized for not being vocally supportive of Episcopal Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, he
points out that he cannot act alone ahead of our
own General Synod’s decisions this coming summer.
He notes that the Anglican Consultative Council will
make its own decisions about American church representation when it meets in April.
Despite their tensions, the Primates agreed to
“walk together”. While they hope their collective
mind can be respected, there is no desire on their
part to become “an Anglican Curia”. They also addressed global issues of poverty, war and the environment—which for many of them are far more urgent than sexual issues. Many spoke of the critical
issues they face, noting that the poor are the most
vulnerable. They condemned religious violence and
urged greater interfaith dialogue. They also acknowledged the need for greater protection of children,
and our own past (and present) roles in child abuse
and neglect.
In April, the Anglican Consultative Council will focus on Intentional Discipleship in a World of Differences, with three Canadian delegates.
The Primates’ meeting was also noted for the
prayerful support of the young Anglicans Community
of St. Anselm, and the presence of Jean Vanier, who
reminded the Primates that each of them is the face
of Christ, and encouraged them at the closing eucharist to wash each other’s feet, and to bless one another. Archbishop Fred urges us all to pray for one
another as we struggle with the issues we all face.

At the Christmas pageant on Advent IV children and adults played
their parts—and Chris Dawes received liquid appreciation from
Richard Hansen for his help during Richard’s illness.

Don’t Forget!

Saint James Annual
Vestry Meeting (AGM)

after the 10.30 am Eucharist
and lunch on Sunday, February 21st
to receive reports, approve the 2016
budget, and elect officers for the year.

Come and play your part!

