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Pentecost & Summer 2016

A Season of Wind and Fire
Symbols are by their very nature ambiguous and paradoxical. They remind us of the highly contradictory nature of life; and this arouses in us very mixed feelings and responses. As we put together
this issue of Happenings, a firestorm has caused the evacuation of more than eighty thousand people
from Fort McMurray, Alberta, the oil town which has already known the extremes of boom and bust
cycles. Wind and fire are also the chief symbols of Pentecost, the church’s birthday—the feast which
commemorates the divine breathing of new life into a fearful and dispirited group of Jesus’ disciples, and which led them to emerge from hiding to proclaim that their crucified leader was in fact
the long-awaited Messiah, and answer to all our deepest longings. If wind and fire represent death
and destruction to the residents of Fort McMurray, they are also symbols of renewed energy and
hope for all of us. They are signs of a divine energy which breathes new life into us, even as it once
did to those disciples long ago, and into a lifeless creation long before human memory.
If we think about it, faith is always a matter of life and death—and the symbols of faith are all
about how we deal with living and dying. Water, bread and wine, ashes, oil, and all our senses of
taste and touch, of sight and sound and smell—all these come into play in the rituals which help us
navigate our way through our individual and our collective journeys. One of the things that seems to
be happening these days is that, despite all the gloomy talk about religious decline, there are many
signs of new life and hope—of a contemporary Pentecost wind and fire. One reason, perhaps, is
that, even as we increasingly reject rigid dogma and exclusionary practices, we have rediscovered
our need for mystery and paradox. We’ve learned we can’t tame life with logic; and, while we rightly
fear the irrational, we’ve at the same time rediscovered the place of the non-rational and “the way
of the heart”. All kinds of studies have shown us our need for music, poetry and the arts, and of rituals which bring us together and find meaning at a deep level. Interfaith dialogue has also yielded the
paradoxical truth that, the more deeply we practice our faith, the more we discover our oneness.
There could be no better illustration of this than our own experience of welcoming a large Syrian
refugee family, who themselves had fled the firestorm of civil war. Our parish’s decision to sponsor
such a large family initially raised concerns about our ability to raise the necessary funds and provide
ongoing support. Who would have thought then that we would be joined by so many people within
and beyond the parish? And who would have thought we would receive so many gifts in cash, in
kind, and in countless hours of time, that we would go on to support more than 200 governmentsponsored families? A new spirit of compassion and cooperation has transformed our belief in our
own capacity, and a whole community’s perception of what St. James is all about! What we have
learned is that, when we overcome our own fears and open our minds and hearts and wills, we in
turn receive gifts beyond our wildest imaginings!
At a time when fear seems to drive much of the world’s agenda, we’re reminded that there are
only two simple commands which emerge out of the divine-human encounter. They are, “Be not
afraid!” and, “Love one another.” May the wind and fire of Pentecost fill us, not with dread, but with
new life. And may the warmth of summer bring us, not drought and devastation, but the fruits of
both the earth and the spirit.
May the wonder and the joy of this season be with us all.
And thanks to all of you for being the people you are, with all your many gifts, and your generous
minds, hearts, and spirits!

Photos from our Life Together
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1. Jazz Vespers
2. Angus Sinclair
braved the elements to play a
Lenten organ recital.
3. We hosted the
World Day of
Prayer service.
4. Post-Evensong
‘Anglican Refreshments’
5. Roast Beef Dinner Kitchen Crew
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Saint James played its part in the Lenten lunches at Saint Paul’s United. (6) Jean led the prayers as (7) the kitchen crew looked on.
(8) Pat Johnson played the keyboard for the hymns. (9 & 10) The turnout this year was about 50% higher, averaging 120 per week.
Proceeds from the lunches went to the Salvation Army food bank and the Routes Youth program.

Palm Sunday pomp and passion were followed by farewell to David and Susan Linn, who after 17 years at St. James have gone to
the Church of the Nativity, Hamilton. Jean and the whole parish expressed appreciation for their many contributions to our life.
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Open Doors
Open Minds
Open Hearts
Open Hands

R.I.P. Carol Spence
The funeral for Carol Spence, wife of our former
bishop, Ralph Spence, took place at Christ’s Church
Cathedral on May 2nd. The cathedral was filled to
overflowing for the magnificent requiem eucharist—a tribute to the respect and affection in which
Carol was held. Anne Spence gave a fine eulogy
laced with humour, and Dean Peter Wall spoke of
Carol’s many roles as mother, musician, gardener,
teacher, faithful parishioner, and loving spouse to
her husband. As members of St. James and of this
diocesan family, we offer our condolences to
Bishop Ralph and his family, even as we give thanks
for Carol’s remarkable life.
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Passages
Baptism
Samuel Michael Mackinnon
Rest in Peace
Arlene Winifred Harvey
Loving God, grant that, from the beginning to the end
of our earthly journeys, we may know your abiding
presence with us, and be faithful disciples of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

EfM’s Successful Year
and Time to Sign Up for 2016-2017
We have had a very good year with EfM (the Education
for Ministry program, designed to encourage laypeople to
become more knowledgeable about their faith, and to apply it in all areas of life).
This year we have had two groups, one at St. James, and
another at St. Thomas’ Church in St. Catharines.
NOW is the time to register for 2016-17. We shall begin in
mid-September and continue until the end of May, 2017.
This is a small-group process in which members share their
insights into the Bible, Church History and Ethical Issues
aided by regular Theological Reflection.
St. James members of EfM this year have been Carleon
Hardie, Christine Aiken, Nancy Dickson, Jackie Donnelly and
Irene Schmidt. Peter Davison has been the mentor for the
group. Come September, we shall have two years meeting
together. First year members will be studying the Old Testament, and second year members the New Testament.
Really, it works!
Registrations need to be completed in early July. If you
would like to know more, please speak to any of the people
mentioned above.

From the Rector’s Study
It is hard to believe summer is on
the horizon. After experiencing the
winter that never was we truly are
spoiled to think we are headed into
lovely warm weather and longer
days with sunshine for the next few
months. This winter has been an
extremely busy and satisfying one at St. James. The
Al Rahmo family we sponsored is thriving. They
have one daughter and son-in-law still in the refugee camp in Lebanon, who couldn’t travel when the
rest of the family came because the daughter Racha
was pregnant. She has delivered a healthy baby girl
and we are in the process of filling in the multitude
of paperwork to reunite everyone here in Hamilton.
The hustle and bustle around settling other Syrian
newcomers continues. Trucks, rented and borrowed, have moved furniture for many families. The
Syrian men do the grunt work and are happy to be
contributing to help others. Food and computers,
along with toys, have been dropped off at many
homes, donated from hard- working, generous Canadian families and businesses.
Through St. James and our partnerships with
Wesley Urban Ministries and many local volunteers,
hundreds of families have been helped. Some of our
parishioners are working tirelessly for long days and
evenings, day in day out, to help.
Each week working poor, or Canadians on disability benefits or Ontario works, phone or drop by the
office for grocery vouchers. I also tell them when
and where Dundas community dinners take place.
In winter they often help themselves to the coats
which have been donated and are waiting to go to
Good Shepherd (St. Matthew’s House partner).
They are told about the Good Food Box, and when I
assess a need for help with prescriptions or work
boots, I assist them from the discretionary fund.
My call for large clothing had an enthusiastic response. I never cease to be amazed at all your hard
work, and by your generosity in sharing what you
have with others; but this year has totally blown me
away. Have you wandered in the basement of St.
James in the last 3 months? If you haven’t please
do, you will be amazed.
All this work, of being Christ’s hands and heart in
the world, is happening, I believe, because we at St.
James are open to the Holy Spirit leading us into
accomplishing things we would never dream we
would be able to do. With open hearts and minds
the church continues to reach out as those first
Christians did. Two thousand years ago a small

group of faith-filled people began to help strangers, widows, orphans, the sick, the lonely and destitute. This drew
attention to those first believers and they became known
for their love. One of our newcomers told Lynn Dykeman
“St. James is the church of love”, and I believe we are. Peter Scholtes’ wonderful 1968 hymn has this chorus: “They
will know we are Christians by our love, by our love. Yes,
they will know we are Christians by our love.” Some of the
lyrics run, “We will walk with each other, we will walk hand
in hand, and together we'll spread the news that God is in
our land. We will work with each other, we will work side by
side, and we'll guard each one's dignity and save each one's
pride.” These are words to live by.
As we head into summer, I trust you will help us in our
work by your continued prayers, participation, and contributions of your time and treasure.
Yours in Christ,

The Angel and the Beast
Brenda Tebay
Do you believe in angels? I do. And I’ll tell
you why. Five years ago, at Manchester Airport (UK), I was looking forward to a visit
“back home”. There’s a railway station adjacent to the airport, and the train takes you up north where I
was headed. You have to go down one level by either elevator or escalator. I chose the latter. No one else was on it,
and down I went, holding my travel bags one in each hand.
Suddenly my legs buckled, my whole body wobbled, and I
fell over backwards. Managed to get up, but crashed again,
this time sideways. I could see the bottom of that escalator
looming closer and closer, and all I could think was, “This
thing is going to eat me!” And then the most wonderful
thing happened. I felt hands on my shoulders, and a voice
behind me saying, “Drop your bags, lady.” I did as I was bid,
and was held securely until we reached the ground, when
my saviour (for that is what he was) faced me and asked if I
was alright. Before I could thank him properly, he scooted
off quick as a wink and disappeared. Well, I looked up and
down the platform and in the little waiting room, but he
was nowhere to be seen. I cannot now remember his face,
but I will never forget his prompt action preventing what
could have been a serious injury. For me he remains the Angel of the Airport. As for the Beast of the Escalator, well on
that particular day he went without his breakfast. Hopefully, he has since starved to death!
Congratulations, Erica Hardie on being accepted into the
First Responders Program in Windsor, and Sierra
Robertson Roper and Alicia Archbell for being our two
diocesan representatives at the International Justice
Camp in Cuba. We are proud of all three of you!

Book Review
The Evolution
of Morality
Richard Joyce
MIT Press, 2006
Moral thinking is part of our everyday lives, but where does this way
of thinking come from? Is it inherited from our ancestors millions of years ago, or is
it a cultural invention? Joyce deals with these questions and puts forth evidence that supports that
moral behavior is instinctive. However, Joyce does
point out that there is no doubt that the content
and the contours of any morality are highly influenced by our culture.
Joyce writes that we have enough evidence “ …
to look favourably on the hypothesis that the human capacity to make moral judgments is the result of biological natural selection.”
He believes that belief in God or moral duty may
help bolster motivation. Richard Joyce is Professor
of Philosophy at Victoria University of Wellington.
I found this book a hard read – I should have
known that a philosophy book would be filled with
logical equations. I had difficulty with the logic portion of the philosophy course I took in university.
However, the book does give me some understanding of why and how we act. Deacon Rob

Association of Dundas Churches
The Association of Dundas Churches (ADC) includes the following churches: Christian Life Assembly, Christian Science, Dundas Baptist, Knox
Presbyterian, Salvation Army, St. Augustine’s Roman Catholic, St. James, St. Mark’s United, and St.
Paul’s United.
Every Advent, ADC sponsors an Advent Walk
covering the four core churches, but with worship
led by clergy from all eight. On six Wednesdays in
Lent, St. Paul’s hosts Lenten Lunches catered by all
the member churches, and with brief worship led
by all the member clergy.
ADC is also concerned with social justice issues.
At election times we sponsor all-candidates meetings, and we regularly focus on poverty concerns.
We have congratulated the federal government
on its recent decision to experiment with a Guaranteed Annual Income, and have expressed concern over the exploitive practice of Pay Day Loans.
The clergy of the Association meet regularly for
mutual consultation and fellowship, and there is
interest in extending the membership to nearby
congregations.

You are invited to the Annual General Meeting of the Association, Thursday May 26th, in the St. James Parlour at 7 pm.
There will be several proposed amendments to the ADC
Constitution.
Since its inception in 1968 all ADC meetings have been
open to the public but only appointed representatives from
the churches within the town of Dundas have voting privileges. An amendment, already approved in principle at the
April ADC meeting, will allow for other churches in the Christian tradition, to be considered on a case-by-case basis. If this
amendment passes, it will assure that the written application
of Christ Church, Flamborough will be formally approved and
they can become part of ADC.
The nominating committee will put forward its slate of officers. Secretary Mary Anne Tangney (St. Paul's) and Treasurer Marjorie Verhoeven (Christian Science Society) will remain to complete their terms of office. Rev. Shawn Erb
(Dundas Baptist) is voluntarily stepping down as Vice-chair,
allowing for another lay person. Anne Washington (St
James) having completed an extended term, will remain as
Past Chair for one year.
The regular meeting will begin at 7.30 with the its new
Chairperson.
For further information on ADC, go to the website, Facebook page or contact Jean Archbell, Anne Washington, or
Craig Knapman who are the St. James reps.

Garage, Plant
and Bake Sale
This will take place on Saturday,
June 4th, 8-12 noon.
As you
Spring clean, please put aside anything suitable and CLEAN----items
may be brought to the church
from Monday, May 30th, 9-12 noon and every morning during
the week. Those of you with a garden are encouraged to
take cuttings-----there are pots on the bench outside the side
door if you need any. We would like to expand the jewellery table this year, so please look through your treasures. Sign-up sheets will be up shortly, so please consider
helping-----many hands make light work!
Jill Regoeczi and Lilian Stewart

Church Garden
Sue Carson and the Brownies spent
an evening clearing the garden and
flower beds of winter debris, and
Wayne Allen has looked after the
Memorial Garden-----many thanks to
you all! Please see me if you are
able to offer time to take on the weeding of any of the flower
beds during the summer.
Jill Regoeczi

St. James Parish Council
Parish Council meets monthly except during the
summer. It consists of the rector, wardens, synod
delegates and members elected at the annual vestry
meeting. Its function is to monitor parish life, affirm
what is going well, address any concerns, make suggestions, and advise the rector and wardens. In some
ways, it carries on the work of the annual vestry
meeting, ensuring that the programs and policies of
the parish are carried out. Most importantly, perhaps, it can provide a sounding board for the rector
and wardens as they seek to lead the parish. To this
end, members of council serve on sub-committees
concerned with all aspects of parish life.
Some highlights of Council discussions include:
Refugees: In addition to our own sponsored family,
we have now assisted over 200 governmentsponsored families. We now have a storage facility on
Hatt Street. Jackie Donnelly’s “Toy Team” has provided over 3000 toys to some 800 children. Thanks to
all who have been so generous in so many ways.
Ellen Osler House: We continue to help, not only with
furnishings and decoration, but with providing necessities for the residents. We are also encouraging community members to know about this important work
and support it.
The Green Team reports we are on the verge of attaining gold accreditation, with just a few tasks to be
achieved.
Guides and Brownies: The Brownies and their leaders
have been helping with the garden.
Pastoral Care Team: This faithful group carries on, but
could use some help. A Eucharist and lunch for shutins was held at the church in April.
Sunday School now has 18 children registered. A banner was made with members’ hand– and footprints
and given to the Diocese of Cuba as part of the international justice workshop there.
Women’s Weekend at Loyola House in Guelph was
held in April, and again a great success.
Holiday House Tour: Preparations are well underway
for the 41st annual tour.
Worship: Two groups help to plan seasonal liturgies,
prepare readings and prayers, and to choose hymns.
The quality of our music is much appreciated.
Memorial Garden: Major repairs needed, and further
updates will be forthcoming.
New Boilers have reduced heating costs, but still
need to be paid for. The Church Sign is being repaired
and will be re-erected soon. The Dundas Room floor
has been waxed and polished.
Roast Beef Dinners: These continue to be successful
(though May dinner was cancelled), and the proceeds

From these go towards funding the Community Dinners.

The Community Dinners team welcomes new members.
Parish Picnic: This is planned for Sunday, June 26th after
the 10.30 am Eucharist.
Truth and Reconciliation Follow-up: We hope to have some
events in the autumn.
Finances: The first quarter showed an improvement over
the same period last year; but the vitality of our life depends on sustained stewardship of time, talents and
money. A study is underway to help us with longer-term
projections.
Program Coordination: Council is working on quarterly
planning to ensure that we coordinate our efforts and
avoid overlap and duplication.

Some Humour for Golfers
It’s that time of year again! Here are a few
quotes: ‘Golf is a day spent in a round of
strenuous idleness.’ (William Wordsworth) ‘I’m hitting the
woods just great, but having a terrible time getting out of
them!’ (Buddy Hackett) ‘The only time my prayers are never
answered is playing golf. (Billy Graham) ‘May thy ball lie in
green pastures, and not in still waters.’ (Ben Hogan) ‘The
difference in golf and government is that in golf you can’t
Improve your lie.’ (George Deukmejian)

Holy Week Solemnity and Easter Joy and Much More

Top Row, Left to Right: Maundy Thursday Supper + Dramatic reading at the Eucharist + A darkened church for the all-night vigil +
Second Row, Left to Right: A rugged wooden cross for Good Friday + The altar vested and dressed for Easter + The children’s choir
sang on Easter morning + And what would Easter be without a festive trumpet?
Bob Morrow hosted the
opening of his April photo-art
Wonderful to have two newborns
More Jazz Vespers
show.
in church on Mother’s Day.

On Friday, April 15th we hosted 62 Syrian refugees whose families had assisted us in delivering furniture and
other items, and provided translation
facilities. Despite the language barriers,
there was a great spirit of oneness. After the potluck supper families were
able to pick up items they needed from
the store of goods in the church basement. Thanks to all who provided food,
and acted as drivers for all the families.
We are all blessed. More on page 8.

Jean shot these photos of (1) Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, with Syrian guests; (2) The April Roast Beef Dinner; (3) “Help yourselves time” after the April Newcomers’ Dinner; (4) A mix of Syrian and Western foods; (5) No language barriers to mixing together.
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