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     What happened to a dispirited group of Jesus’ followers some 
2000 years ago? They had seen their leader arrested, tried and ex-
ecuted, and had gone into hiding for fear they might suffer the 
same fate. But then the totally unexpected. Jesus appeared in vari-
ous places, breathed new life into them, and commissioned them 
to ‘go public’  with the news that love is stronger than death, hope 
is stronger than fear, and life is about much more than mere sur-
vival. 
     That first Pentecost launched a movement which changed the 
world. Why? Because ordinary people were enthused and inspired 
to challenge even the might of imperial Rome—to the point where 
Rome itself recruited Christians to revitalize its crumbling  empire. 
That proved a mixed blessing as the church itself took on the trap-
pings of power and privilege, and developed into ‘Christendom’. 
Today Christendom is in decline, and we are forced to re-think 
what it means to be church. Many churches are in survival mode, 
struggling to maintain buildings too cumbersome for their current 
needs. Some are amalgamating, and discovering they now have 
more resources for ministry and mission. They are rediscovering 
what it is to be inspired and enthused.  
     What do those two words mean? ‘Inspiration’ comes when new 
life is breathed into us; and ‘enthusiasm’ comes from the Greek ‘to 
have God in you’. They describe a situation where we have moved 
far beyond survival mode, and become energized for works of cre-
ation and compassion.—where we have found a source of new life 
which comes from beyond ourselves, and reminds us we are part 
of something much bigger than ourselves.  
     This year Canada celebrates 150 years of our existence as a na-
tion. This year, too, is a time to reclaim the story and vision of Pen-
tecost. It’s a time to dream new dreams and embrace ‘impossible 
possibilities’. On June 4th, July 1st, and throughout the summer, 
the playtime of the year, let’s dare to imagine what kind of church, 
and what kind of nation we can become. Our parish community 
has welcomed Syrian refugees who happen to be Muslims. We 
have sent two container loads of medical equipment to Iraqi Kurds 
who also happen to be Muslims. We could not have done this 
without the help of our Muslim brothers and sisters who partnered 
with us. 
     We have also committed ourselves to the process of Truth and 
Reconciliation, in which we have acknowledged our own racist atti-
tudes and the harm they have created. In partnership with the El-
len Osler Home we have embraced restorative justice, and wel-
comed people who not only rely on our support, but who are also 
enriching us with their own contributions to our life. 
     Pentecost teaches us ‘God is a new language’, breaking down 
ancient divisions, and inviting us to rejoice in our shared humanity. 
May all of us be inspired and enthused for the work of peace, jus-
tice and reconciliation, and the fullness of life which is God’s prom-
ise to all who live by trust, hope and love. 



 

1. Marnie Doran celebrated her 102nd birthday in February.  2. Sierra Robertson Roper (front) at the United Nations in March.   
3. Shrove Tuesday Supper.  4. Ash Wednesday Lenten Lunch and Prayers led by St. Augustine’s RC Church.  5. Installation of War-
dens and Parish Council on the Sunday after the Annual Meeting.  6. Setting a good table can be as important as the meal itself.  

7-8-9. A number of St. James members attended Clare Stewart’s ordination in Hespeler by Archbishop Percy Coffin, and Ron 
Vickers was her lay presenter. 10. Bob Morrow was made a lay canon of the diocese in April.  11. The new canons included Don-

na Bomberry and Fred Hall (third and fourth from the left.  12. Our Sunday School is fun—and growing!   13. Richard Hansen 
played the final Lenten noon-hour recital.  13. Easter Vigil adult baptism of Catherine Herod. 
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Baptisms 
Catherine Christine Herod 

Ella Louise Conner 
Piper Grace Anderson 

Burials 
Sarah (Donna) Barnard 

 

Grant, O God, that we may so know and serve you in this life that 
we may, both now and in the life to come, rejoice in your abiding 
presence, and in the communion of all your saints; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

     Education for Ministry is a program for laypeople, de-
scribed by its participants as both demanding and trans-
formative. It is a small-group program led by a mentor (or 
mentors), and covers Old Testament, New Testament, 
Church History, and Christian Ethics. It encourages us to en-
gage in Theological Reflection which applies, not only to 
church life, but to how we engage with the world of work, 
family life, politics, etc. The St. James group meets on Mon-
day evenings from mid-September to the end of May, and is 
open to persons of  any religious persuasion who seek to deepen 

their faith. Cost is less than $10.00 per week, plus books, but 
some bursaries are available.  
     NOW is the time to think about registering! Spaces are 
limited. Please speak to Peter Davison (mentor) any of the 
group members, or call the church office (905-627-1424). 

     The Rev. Rick Spies has been senior minister 
at St. Paul’s United Church for nineteen years. 
During that time, he has not only cared for his 
parishioners, but been active in the Association 
of Dundas Churches and various community 
organizations. In April he announced his retire-
ment, to  take place at the end of August. Rick, 
we all owe you a debt of gratitude. Thank you 
for all you have done, but most of all for who 
you are! May you have many good years ahead! 



       Sierra Robertson Roper 
       The United Nations 
Commission on the Status 
of Women (UNCSW) is an annual two-week meeting in 
New York City of global leaders dedicated to the em-
powerment of women and the promotion of gender 
equality.  Concurrent with UNCSW, each year thou-
sands of representatives of Non-Government Organiza-
tions (NGOs) host and attend parallel events which aim 
to educate participants on a variety of issues related to 
gender inequality.  This year was the sixty-first session 
of UNCSW and the priority theme of the meeting was 
“Economic Empowerment in the Changing World of 
Work”, which focused on promoting the full economic 
inclusion of women in the working sphere. In addition, 
the two weeks of UNCSW also hosts a gathering of Ecu-
menical Women from around the world engaged in the 
pursuit of gender equality. During the first week of 
UNCSW, with the support of our parish, I was fortunate 
to be part of a small delegation of Canadian Anglican 
youth who attended the Commission on the Status of 
Women.  

UNCSW61 was an amazing opportunity to engage 
with issues I am passionate about, learn about the life-
giving work of NGOs and churches around the world, 
and to form relationships with women from all walks of 
life.  I attended workshops on a number of themes in-
cluding: the role of men in eliminating gender-based 
violence, the economic cost of the exclusion of queer 
folks in the workplace, and hearing the stories of water 
protectors emancipated from Standing Rock. While in 
New York City, I had the opportunity to share in a Eu-
charist with Episcopalians from the around the world, 
meet other young Anglicans, and attend daily worship 
led by different denominations.   

The Commission on the Status of Women also pro-
vided us with the opportunity to meet with diplomats 
and leaders from Canada and around the world to dis-
cuss the issues that matter to us. In particular, I had the 
opportunity to meet Maryam Monsef-- Canada’s Minis-
ter of the Status of Women. Our delegation of Canadian 
Anglicans also had the opportunity to sit down with 
Cameron Jelinski, a member of the Canadian Perma-
nent Mission to the UN, to share our views on the is-
sues we cared about relating to gender equity. I, along 
with the other youth from our delegation, created a  

statement which highlighted the topics that we deemed to 
be the most important for Canada to address at this time: 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Sexual Health 
Education, Reproductive Justice, and the Protection and In-
clusion of Gender and Sexual Minorities. Our statement was 
highly applauded by Mr. Jelinski, and has since been shared 
with the Canadian House of Bishops.  I am hopeful that this 
act of advocacy will create an impact in our country. 

I am incredibly grateful to have had the opportunity 
to attend the United Nations on the Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women. I have learned more than words will ever be 
able to describe, and have forged relationships with so many 
amazing women. I would not have been able to participate 
were it not for the generous support of the parishioners of St. 
James.  Thank you so much for making this possible.  

    Pentecost is about being reminded to 
pay attention to the Holy Spirit at work in 
our lives and in the world.   
     My mother and father were both femi-
nists before the word was coined and cer-
tainly at a time when men were not sup-
posed to be on the side of women. But, I 
believe they both listen to the Spirit working in them and 
watched the Spirit at work in their world, especially during 
the Second World War when women proved their capabili-
ties.  
     Being raised by the two of them gave me the confidence 
to believe that women are capable of anything. So, when I 
had the opportunity to attend the United Nations Commis-
sion of the Status of Women in March I jumped at the 
chance.  
     Arriving Saturday morning at the Church Centre for the 
United Nations in NYC and being enveloped by women from 
many countries and many denominations felt wonderful. We 
had a good orientation session, but it was worshipping to-
gether that really brought home how we are different yet 
hold so many things in common. Later in the day, the women 
from the Anglican Communion met together for the first 
time. It was heart wrenching to hear many of the stories. For 
example, the stories from South Sudan, not only of the 
suffering from war and starvation but also how Christians are 
harming Christians. How hard it is to be a Christian in Paki-
stan with pressure on Christian women to marry Muslim men 
and give up all they believe. How frustrated the women, in 
the Southern Cone and some countries in Africa are that they 
can not be priested because of their gender. I felt blessed to 
be a Canadian. 
     That is until I attended a workshop put on by a group of 
indigenous women from Manitoba. One of the speakers, a 
Chief, was placed in a residential school at age five, then at 
age eight she was a part of the sixties scoop where she was 
taken from there to live in foster homes until she was 18.  



Finally, as an adult she returned home to discover her 
mother and aunt were part of the Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous women. I learned what some first nations 
bands in Manitoba are doing to try to prevent MMIW 
from continuing to happen, by providing safe houses on 
the reserves, by educating people before they come off 
the reserves and by applying for funding for safe houses 
in Winnipeg to be build for people coming from small 
communities into the big city. They also offer programs to 
heal those effected from the systemic discrimination 
which happened in our institutions in the past. 
     Each day when you are at the UNCSW there are 7-8 
workshops offered only once in 5 or 6 time slots.  It is 
hard to choose among the hundreds of interesting events 
and it is a bit overwhelming sometimes, especially when 
you are listening to workshops on anti-human labour and 
sex trafficking, happening not just in some far-off place 
but also right here in Canada, which are tied to economic 
injustice. 
     Not all workshops are draining, some are just eye 
openers. One I attended by the women of South Korea 
was on women in politics. Of the 193 countries that make 
up the UN which country do you think has the most fe-
male representative in their federal government? It is 
Rwanda with 61%, Bolivia is second with 53%.  Where do 
you think Canada is positioned on the list? We are num-
ber 63. Shocking! We have less than the 30% representa-
tion it takes to get women and children’s issues on the 
agenda and enacted into our laws. The workshop was 
about ensuring that you get the right women placed in 
position to get elected, and then that you campaign for 
them and ensure that if they are threatened, maligned or 
abused once they have been elected you are there for 
them.  
     I have come away from this event with new eyes and a 
new heart, hoping that together we, the community of St. 
James, will pay attention to the Holy Spirit and help to 
affect needed changes in women’s and children’s issues 
at home and in the wider world. If you are interested in 
being a part of a group who work on educating others 
and advocating for equality please email me at 
jean.stjames@bellnet.ca. The church, our economy and 
society will be strengthened, and God’s mission will be 

closer to fruition.         Jean 

JESUS BEFORE THE GOSPELS     
Bart D. Ehrman 
Harper One   2016 
     Throughout much of hu-
man history, our most im-
portant stories were passed down orally—

including the stories about Jesus before they became 
written down in the Gospels. In this researched work, 
leading Bible scholar Bart D. Ehrman investigates the role 
oral history has played in the writing of the New Testa-
ment—how the telling of these stories not only spread 
Jesus’ message but helped shape it. 
     He examines what scholarship, biblical and otherwise, 
can tell us about how accurate the Gospels are. How ac-
curately do they describe the life of the historical Jesus? 
Do they reflect what really happened? What was the Je-
sus who existed before the writing of the Gospels actually 
like? What did he say? What did he do? 
     Ehrman addresses a new area of scholarly concern: the 
gap of time between the events of Jesus’s life and the 
earliest written Gospels that profess to record those 
events. He writes,”… memory is not just about what hap-
pened in the past; it is also about the present of those 
who are remembering the past.” Also, …”our memories 
of the past are created collectively, not individually.” 
                                                                               Deacon Rob 

planned Canada wide 
from June 2nd to June 11th.  St. James is going to 
focus on June 11th as our walk, bike or car pool to 
church Sunday.  We will be having a Bike Blessing 
that day  – they were so successful when we did 
them a few years ago.  So get your bike (or any 
type of people powered wheels, don’t 
forget baby carriages) in shape and join 
us at the 10.30 service, June 11th.  
 Sue Carson                       905-304-3682 

                                                 

         

mailto:jean.stjames@bellnet.ca
tel:%28905%29%20304-3682


      Proud father Mick Stewart reporting 
    On Sunday, April 30th, at St. James’ Church, Hespeler, 
Clare was ordained deacon by The Most Rev. Percy Coffin, 
Archbishop of Western Newfoundland and Metropolitan 
of Canada (i.e. of the five most easterly Provinces in the 
Anglican Church of Canada). The date and place of the 
ordination were selected as that church has been Clare’s 
home parish for 22+ years, and Archbishop Percy, in On-
tario for the House of Bishops, stayed on for the ordina-
tion. 
     The flowers at Hespeler were ordered to be exactly like 
the ones in Dundas that day, and the dedication for the 
flowers at both churches was the same.   About twenty 
Dundas parishioners, plus many non-church friends from 
University, Girl Guides and other interests, trekked to 
Hespeler for the service.   Clare, as well as Mick and Lil, 
want to thank the many people, both at church and else-
where, who over her three years in seminary have sup-
ported Clare with prayer, encouragement, regular hospi-
tality and occasionally even shelter. 
     The ordination, as usual, took place in the context of 
the eucharist   The peace took ages to complete!   The 
Archbishop gave an excellent children’s talk to nineteen 
little people.  Lil read the New Testament lesson.   Mick 
sang the gospel acclamation and later, the litany, and ap-
parently stayed on pitch both times.  Whew!  Ron Vickers 
had an important role as one of four “presenters”, and 
managed to keep a straight face when testifying as to 
Clare’s fitness for ordination.   As the final step in the ordi-
nation Brett “vested” his mum with her deacon’s stole.  
During the communion when Clare approached mum and 
dad with the wafers she didn’t say the usual words – she 
first said “Derek’s here” – Clare had spotted her brother at 
the back of the church, having flown from Vancouver 2 
days earlier, deliberately to attend. 
     The bun-fight afterwards had about 250 people seated 
in the parish hall.   There was every sort of casserole and 
salad imaginable.   Every diet was catered – sugar free, 
carb free, gluten free.   There were three cakes (well, of 
course, being Anglican, it’s in the Trinitarian tradition).   
Everyone agreed there was far too much food.   The 
Hespeler ladies managed to keep Lil and Jill out of the 
kitchen.   
     Next day, May 1st, Clare and her cat Oscar set out to 
drive to Newfoundland and arrived at their destination 
half-way up the Great Northern Peninsula on May 4th.  The 
snow is still a metre deep and there’s still pack-ice in the 
Strait of Belle Isle.   Clare will be deacon-in-charge at a 
four-point parish centred on Port Saunders, starting her 
parochial duties on June 1st.   She has a five-bedroom rec-
tory – mum and dad have already reserved one of them 
for the month of July. 

    

     Lenten Lunches.  Over 100 people attended 
each of the six, hosted by various churches.  
Brief worship  was followed by a simple lunch. 
The homemade soups were an added entice-
ment to come the next week.  Routes Youth Centre and 
the Good Food Box program shared equally the $2.565.05  
from the freewill offerings.  
     Faith Communities Enriching Hamilton over 150 
Years.  This was the application ADC submitted to the 
"City of Hamilton Canada 150 Projects and Events Funding 
Program".  Faith communities plan to show how their in-
volvement in Hamilton over the years has contributed to 
the growth and enrichment of the city.  Representatives of 
the Sikh, Moslem, Hamilton Indian Centre, Jewish Federa-
tion, Bahai, and Christian  communities are involved.   Giv-
en the historical nature of Canada's birthday celebration, 
we have asked The Dundas Historical Society to join 
us.  The plan is for a major event on November 19th, with 
a possibility of some related happenings in Dundas.  
     MInisterial Meetings . The clergy meet regularly to 
plan  ADC worship events like the Advent Walk, Week of 
Christian Unity, Lenten Lunches, and topics such as assist-
ed dying. Rev. Rick Spies, current Chair of ADC is retiring 
as minister of St. Paul’s United Church. He will be 
missed,  but not forgotten.  Thank you, Rick. 
     Reports. Monthly reports from related agencies includ-
ing Dundas Community Services, Routes,  Ellen Osler 
Home, EcoWHam, Dundas Food Bank, Community Din-
ners,  keep ADC  informed about their activities and may 
indicate how we can support the work they do.  
     Advocacy. Letters of concern or congratulation are sent 
to government officials when social justice issues  come to 
our attention. We support agencies such as  Hamilton 
Round Table on Poverty,  Faith Community in Action, So-
cial Planning and Research, which, like ADC, are working 
to improve the lives of people burdened by poverty. 
     Supporting each other. Through ADC, we get to know 
more about the people and programs that keep the Chris-
tian community alive and well in Dundas and beyond. We 
support each other’s events and try to avoid duplication.  
     New Church in Town. ADC  welcomed  Paul Vanden 
Brink, Pastor of the new Grace Valley Church in Dundas, 
and members of his community.   
     Community Dinners.  These continue every Monday of 
the month at a different church.  The new Grace Valley 
Church is hosting the fifth Monday dinners, using the St. 
James kitchen and Dundas Room. 
     Lots more - so please contact any of St. James ADC 
reps,  Jean Archbell, Christine Aiken and Anne Washing-
ton. The regular meetings on the fourth Thursday of the 
month at 7 pm are open and welcoming. Come along 
sometime.      Anne Washington 



Seniors Eucharist, Lunch and Hymn Sing— Flowers to honour Clare Stewart’s Ordination 
Medical Shipment to Kurdistan and the March Fundraiser—Kurdish dinner and Silent Auction 



     A bookseller conducting a survey asked a 
woman – “Which book has helped you most in 

your life?” She replied, “My husband’s cheque book!” 

 

     A prospective husband in a book store “Do you have a 
book called, ‘Husband – the Master of the House’?” Sales 
clerk : “Sir, Fiction and Comics are on the 1st floor!” 
 

     Someone asked an old man : “Even after 70 years, you 
still call your wife – Darling, Honey, Luv. What’s the se-
cret ? Old man: I forgot her name and I’m scared to ask! 

    

More Bulletin Bloopers—from real church bulletins! 
        Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to 
get rid of things not worth keeping around the house. 
Bring your husbands.   
 

         Please place your donation in the envelope along 
with the deceased person you want remembered.   
 

         This evening at 7 PM there will be hymn singing in 
the park across from the Church. Bring a blanket and come 
prepared to sin.       Thanks for these to Neil Woolliams, Vernon, BC 

Jeannie Beck’s 90th Birthday (with daughter Sue) — Easter Season Baptisms— Joyous Easter Trumpet—Youthful 
Bakers and Seedling Seller— Hosting marchers for Rights of Indigenous Peoples—Tea & Treasures Fundraiser 


