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Jim and Louise Barber graciously hosted the choir party after Madelaine Ward’s ill health required her to  
cancel her invitation. We were delighted Madelaine (left) was able to come, but deeply saddened when she 

died in August. May Madelaine’s infectious joy continue to inspire the choir and all of us. 
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At Canterbury Hills, St. James was represented by both campers 
and staff this year. We also sponsored four young people.   

Tom Parker and Sharon White  
cut the cake for the July birth-
day celebration. Sara Parker   
                                        Photo 

Bob Morrow showed up with his camera on June 
17th when Jean Archbell arrived for a tour of St. 

James and a preview of her new office with Peter. 

June 1st saw the Legion and Cadets parade to St. James, with Jim 
Sandilands returning to preach. 

Aug. 6th: some 40 children and their parents enjoying Play’n’ Learn 

And of 
course 
there 
are  

always 
‘Games 

at St. 
James’! 
(right) 
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Sara Parker & Dylan Ritchie (3rd & 
4th from the right) watched at 

King St. and York Road. 

Young & old carried banners 

 

Hint! 
Sofia and Maria (left) were 
snapped by Bob Morrow 

when they created ‘Peter’s 
own store’ (right) at his 
farewell lunch. And per-
haps you can spot Donna 

Simmons too! 

And our expert 
and cheerful 

driver! 
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—CONVICTIONS  How I learned what matters most    
Marcus J. Borg    Harper One  2014  $31.99   Reviewed by Deacon Rob Roi 
     Borg is a New Testament scholar who has written several books including MEETING JESUS 
AGAIN FOR THE FIRST TIME, and PUTTING AWAY CHILDISH THINGS. He was also a member 
of the Jesus Seminar. I can relate to him – not only because we were both raised Lutherans and 
married Anglicans, but because our faith journey is similar. Our youth was believing the Bible 
‘was the word God’ and was totally true – no questions asked. Borg notes it was the Protestant Reformation 
that insisted the Bible had more authority than the church. Borg states “Conversions: major understanding 
of the Bible and God and Jesus and what it means to be Christian. Convictions: the affirmations that have 
flowed from these changes. Three conversions and convictions have shaped my life: intellectual, political 
and religious.” He points out that the Bible has political issues, which are also religious, and about economic 
justice and fairness, peace and nonviolence. Borg notes that for the first three Christian centuries, Christians 
refused to take part in war, and the early writers attributed this to the teachings of Jesus. Borg is convinced 
that salvation in the Bible is not about an afterlife, but about changing our ways in this life – so Christianity 
and salvation are mostly about this life not the next. He reminds us that Jesus’s message was not about ‘how 
to get to heaven,’ but about the ‘kingdom of God.’ I found him very helpful in his dealing with the Bible’s 
metaphors, Jesus’s parables, birth stories and the crucifixion. Borg claims the decline in church attendance 
can be blamed on evangelical and fundamentalist television and radio broadcasts. He can be summed up 
nicely when he states “Being Christian isn’t primarily about having a correct theology by getting our beliefs 
right. It is about a deepening relationship with God as known especially in Jesus.” 

Our transition at St. James’  has moved into a new phase as we welcome Jean Arch-
bell into her ministry among us – but every beginning also signals an ending, so it is appropriate to reflect 
upon the 12+ months during which we grew, evolved and were nurtured so magnificently by Peter Davison. 
Peter guided the first steps of the Parochial Committee’s search process with wisdom, affection and also a 
degree of firmness, so the focus was always clear.   Under his guidance, the parish’s three “Visioning” ses-
sions did not take place until the late fall, allowing time for quiet maturation of our hopes and expectations.   
Peter’s summaries of these sessions, and his guidance regarding the use of these materials was always wise, 
courteously presented,  and analytical.   Early in 2014, with characteristic wisdom, Peter very deliberately 
detached himself from the rest of the search process. Throughout his year as Interim, he was generous with 
his wisdom and energy in all aspects of parish life.    For somebody supposedly “part-time”, Peter’s schedule 
of time-on-task rivalled many full-time rectors.   Rare was the day when he did not walk through the door at 
St. James’ at least for a few minutes, more often for a full diary of tasks and meetings.  It has been a very 
busy year with its full share of joys and triumphs and celebrations, sadnesses and passings, and the myriad 
of interactions within a community as diverse as St. James Church.   Peter has dealt with them all, with 
groups or individuals, sensitively and courageously.  Characteristic of all his work is his quality of decisive-
ness.   Decisions were met and dealt with – the easy option of postponement “until the new person comes” 
was never in his lexicon.   The burden of this leadership is a huge one, and we acknowledge with gratitude 
and love, our debt to Peter Davison.  During these 12 months, we experienced some subtle and welcome 
changes to the liturgies, especially at the 10:30 Eucharist, never forced upon us but introduced with pur-
pose and good intent.    Also, our worship through the year has been accompanied by challenging and fre-
quently witty homilies.    And we all now know we must Read, Mark, Learn and Inwardly Digest that closely-
written page of weekly reminders at the end of the bulletin. It must also be mentioned that Peter’s leave-
taking is not truly an ending.   After his spell as interim at Hagersville, he plans to return to worship at St. 
James.   He also continues, with no interruption, to compile this newsletter – which leads one to comment 
“Peter gets to publish his own eulogy”!   Regardless of the joke, our final thought is heartfelt and true …
Peter : Thank you for all you have done for us.   Mick Stewart, for the Wardens and parishioners of St. James. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      [10]                                                                                                                             
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Baptisms 
Rowan Patrick Gentles 
Andrew James Gentles 

 

Rest in Peace 

Winnifred Cavell Long 
Audrey Erma Speight 

Ruth Lloyd 
Doreen Smith 

George Gordon Wilkes 
Madelaine Shirley Ward 

Alan Gregson 
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Gale Macaulay-Newcombe, Carol Overing 
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Sara Parker, Bob Morrow, Peter Davison 
 

   
November 15th, 2014 

 
 

                       Open Doors 

                       Open Minds 

                        Open Hearts 

                        Open Hands 

   Photo Courtesy of Creative Commons 

Congratulations to Tom Atterton, awarded the Or-
der of Niagara for service to church and community. 
Investiture at the Cathedral: October 19th, 4 pm. 

mailto:st.jamesanglican@bellnet.ca
http://www.stjamesdundas.ca
mailto:pdavison4@cogeco.ca
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     My first Sunday here began with a wonderful, warm welcome from you 
the people of St. James. My husband Dave, with our daughters; Samantha 
with husband Josh, and Alicia, along with our niece Jennie, with husband 
Scott and their children Daniel, William and Katie, felt truly blessed by your 
kindness and friendliness toward us. 
     I had asked Richard Hansen to choose the hymns on that day as the two of 
us didn’t have a chance to meet beforehand to plan the music and I wasn’t 
sure which hymns the congregation was familiar with.  Richard chose for the closing hymn #430 
“Will You Come and Follow Me”, by John Bell, which is a favorite hymn for all of the Archbell clan.  
The lilt of the familiar Scottish tune gets the toes tapping. As well, for me, it has words that stir my 
soul. The questions that are asked are the ones I hear God wanting me to respond to in a positive 
way. The questions in the first verse seem to apply especially to our new role as ministers joined 
together to further the work of God here in the Dundas Valley;  
                                    “Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
                                      Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
                                      Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known,  
                                      Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 
     We don’t know where the spirit will lead us; however, if we are true to our calling to listen and 
obey, we will be lead into all kinds of challenging, sometimes scary, often exciting, new ways of 
witnessing to the world.  It will take me sometime to figure out what has been your practice, and 
as I am often doing things without that prior knowledge, I will do things differently.  
     Once in the first few months of marriage I was making hard boiled eggs. As I was doing it, Dave 
said I was doing it wrong and that the eggs would be ruined. I assured him that I knew what I was 
doing, but he insisted on calling his mom to ask how it was done. When he got off the phone he 
told me her method, which was quite different from what I was doing (he has always been inter-
ested in cooking and had observed her hard boiling eggs). I asked him to call my mother and ask 
her how to do it, which he graciously did. Her method was the one I was using… so we made the 
eggs both ways and couldn’t tell the difference once they were all cooked and cracked and we 
were eating them.  We learned a very valuable lesson as a young married couple, which has 
helped us not only in our marriage but also in life. It also is a good lesson for working with others 
especially in ministry. There is often more than one way to do something and we all bring 
knowledge, experience and gifts to ministry and to the tasks of parish life which can enhance our 
work or if not accepted hinder it.  
     I hope you will be patient with me and with my family as we settle in to our life amongst you, 
and go where we don’t know and never be the same. I am so looking forward to my induction as 
your Rector on Sunday, September 14th at 4 pm, where we acknowledge the ministry we share, 
and promise to work together to further God’s mission.     
     Please come and be a part of this exciting new venture, as we celebrate the start of this journey 
together following Jesus. 
     Blessings, 
     [4]
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St. James Anglican Church 

      The Ellen Osler Home on Hatt Street supports, accommodates, and assists 
women as they prepare to return to the community after their discharge from 
federal prison.  It is funded by the Ministry of Corrections.  Colonel Marguerite 
Ward of the Salvation Army is its Executive Director, having been recently ap-
pointed after her seventeen-year service in the mission field oversees. St. James 
outreach team invited her to meet with us and talk about the home, her role and 

vision for its future, and to suggest ways we could help.  This she did with great enthusiasm, iden-
tifying cleaning and organizing the kitchen, and beautifying the building and garden. We later met 
with some of the women to share ideas on how best to tackle this.  To date, this cooperative ven-
ture has resulted in an upgraded kitchen, with matching dishes and cutlery to replace the odd 
ones, and curtains being made for the living room as part of the plan for beautifying the build-
ing.  Largely, through the knowledge, skills and hard work of one of the residents, some donations 
of plants, tools and garden furniture from parishioners of St. James and others, the garden is now 
a lovely and inviting place. We are so happy that communication between Marguerite, the resi-
dents and members of St. James continues as we find ways to support both our ministries while 
strengthening the friendships that are developing. 
     Colonel Ward writes:  ‘The team from St James have made a sufficient contribution to Ellen 
Osler and we are deeply grateful for the time and effort they have given.  We especially appreciate 
their patient interaction with our clients as they have approached their assignments.  It is a valua-
ble life skill learning experience for our women but also the building of relationships is critical as 
they seek to re-enter the community.  I can’t tell you how delighted I am that it has led to some of 
our clients attending the church suppers.  We don’t know what this accompaniment by people of 
faith will mean in their lives, or what will happen as it continues to grow.  Knowing they have 
friends at St. James could lead to attendance ...and… and…who knows?’ For more information on 
this important outreach ministry, please contact Anne Washington at 905-521-0386 
  

     The major focus of this issue is the beginning of Jean Archbell’s ministry with us. 
She brings many gifts to St. James, and I know we will quickly find a place in our 
hearts for her and her family. I have particularly appreciated the way in which she 
began with a rather tumultuous first week—being part of Madelaine Ward’s funeral, 
sharing with me a visit to Alan and Dorothy Gregson in hospital, then quickly assuming her re-
sponsibilities as rector for her first Sunday and Alan’s funeral. We have experienced some signifi-
cant losses of late, but with them a sense of gratitude for lives lived so well. I would like to thank 
all of you for your generous support during my time as interim, as well as for your wonderful 
cards and gifts, and lovely farewell reception. Thanks, too, to Frances Ward for her ever-reliable 
work as Parish Administrator, my clergy colleagues Elizabeth Steeves, Bill Mous, Rob Roi, and 
Honorary Assistants David Linn, David Long, Carol Overing and Gale Macaulay-Newcombe who 
add so much to our life. And where would we be without the dedicated work of our wardens, and 
the musical talents of Richard Hansen and the choir? Jim Sandilands has concluded his Jazz Ves-
pers ministry, but we hope its place in our life will find fresh expression. There are too many of 
you to thank individually, so thank you all, and may you continue to grow and prosper under 
Jean’s leadership. Blesssings galore to you all!  Peter.                                                                                 [9]                                                                      

mailto:pdavison4@cogeco.ca
mailto:pdavison4@cogeco.ca
mailto:pdavison4@cogeco.ca


 8 

 

The Induction of 
Canon Jean Archbell 
as Rector of St. James 

will take place on  

This will be the  

that day  
followed by a festive BBQ 

 

Please make every effort to be 
part of this significant event, 

marking a new phase in the life 
of Saint James and in Jean’s 

ministry. 

 
 

Open hands, hearts and 

minds are needed both to 

give and to receive. The Hos-

pitality Group welcomes 

new members, male and female, to help 

grow our ministry of hospitality within 

and beyond the parish. While we have a 

core group which functions well together, 

we also know we need new people with 

new ideas. Please contact Lil Stewart, 

Audrey Nicol or Jill Regoeczi if you 

would like to help sustain this important 

ministry. 

The June Garage, Garden and Bake Sale realized over $2000.00 

     Two boys were walking home from Sun-
day School after hearing a strong message 
about the devil. One said to the other, ‘What 
do you think about all this Satan stuff?’ The 
other replied, ‘Well, you know how Santa Claus 
turned out. It’s probably just your Dad.’ 
 

     The Sunday School lesson was on how God cre-
ated everything, including human beings. Little 
Johnny was intrigued when told how Eve was cre-
ated from one of Adam’s ribs. Later his mother  
noticed him lying down as though he were ill. 
‘What’s the matter, Johnny?’ she said.  Johnny re- 
plied, ‘I have a pain in my side. I think I’m going to 
have a wife.’ 

significant pastoral care in 

this community is carried out by laypeople? Jane Beck-
ett and her team visit, provide  meals, help people 
with medical appointments, and assist with services in 
care homes, and so many things which go unsung. 
     Or how much we rely on the altar guild to prepare 
everything for Sunday eucharists, baptisms, weddings 
and funerals? 
     Or what about the hospitality group which prepares 
food and drink for so many occasions? 
     Or the drivers who make it possible for people with 
mobility issues to come to church? 
     There are so many who faithfully care for others. We 
are blessed by the quiet, devotion of so many who do 
so much in the background, without whom St. James 
would be only a shadow of itself. Would you like to 
lend a hand? To all of you, and for all of you, thanks 

be to God!                                                                     [8] 
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Two mischievous little boys, aged eight and ten, were always getting into trouble—if 
any mischief occurred in their town, they were probably involved. The boys’ mother 
heard a local preacher had been successful in disciplining children, so she asked if he 
would speak with her boys. The preacher agreed, but asked to see them individually 
first. So the mother sent the eight-year-old, with the older boy to see the preacher later. The 
preacher, a huge man with a booming voice, sat the younger boy down and asked him sternly, 
“Do you know where God is, son?” The boy’s mouth dropped open, but he made no response, sit-
ting wide-eyed. So the preacher repeated the question in an even sterner tone, “Where is God?” 
Again the boy made no attempt to answer. The preacher raised his voice even more, and shook 
his finger in the boy’s face and bellowed, “Where is God?” The boy screamed and bolted from the 
room, ran directly home and dived into his closet, slamming the door behind him. When his older 
brother found him he asked, “What happened?” The younger brother, gasping for breath, replied, 
“We’re in  trouble this time. God is missing, and they think we did it!”              Thanks to Pat Carson . 

 St. James continues as a strong supporter of the Association of Dun-
das Churches (ADC), with at least one clergy and two lay delegates attending monthly 
meetings and involved in various sub-committees.  Promoting a more just society contin-
ues to be a focus of ADC with particular emphasis on minimum wage, affordable housing 
and social assistance benefits.  In order to address these issues, government action is 
needed. To that end, we contacted elected officials at all levels via letters, emails and 
meetings, advocating for action.   We also supported like-minded agencies, including 
Hamilton Round Table on Poverty, and  Hamilton Faith Communities in Action, in pro-
moting government action, and  heightening public awareness of the challenges faced by 
people living in poverty.  This increased prior to the recent Ontario election. Non-
partisan lawn signs stating "We Vote for a Poverty Free Ontario" were provided by the 
Round Table and distributed by our members. The Chamber of Commerce, Dun-
das Division, invited me to sit on a three-member panel at its all candidates meet-
ing.  Many of the written questions, handed in by people in attendance, were related to 
the aforementioned concerns.  Unfortunately, time limitations restricted the questions 
that could be addressed by the candidates. With the upcoming Municipal Election, ADC 
is organizing a mayoralty all candidates meeting in Dundas on  .  Location 
will be announced shortly. To let the community know the churches of Dundas are alive and 
well, a more vibrant entry in the Cactus Festival Parade on August 14th was planned this year 
with a flatbed truck (generously supplied by Wayne Galer of Galer Farm Equipment) and addi-

tional  signage, banners  music and more.   At our June meeting, Pastor Duane Henry of Valley 
Christian Fellowship thanked Peter for his dedication and active involvement in the work 
of the Association.  His energy, ideas and humour will be missed, but we look forward to 
warmly welcoming our new rector of St. James into our midst. For information, or to of-
fer suggestions, please contact the clergy, Doug Crosbie or myself.  We would be pleased 
to hear from you. Take care of you!   Anne Washington,  Chair                                                [5] 
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Here is a quick update on things the Green Team has been doing this year.  For those  new to the 
Parish a short history might help.  St. James has its Silver Accreditation under the Diocesan Green-
ing Niagara programme – we are one of only 10 parishes in the diocese. Although a few items are 
still to be achieved, gaining the Gold is within our reach.   St. James is a member of EcoWHam – the 
Eco Churches of West Hamilton.  Their next event is scheduled for Monday, September 15th  at 
7p.m. Dundas Town Hall when 2 city staff are speaking:  Jen Morris from hazardous waste 
and David Yousis about blue boxes. Thanks to all who attended the Earth Day event at St. John’s 
church at the end of April.  Hope you found the experience uplifting – we certainly had good feed-
back from Bishop Michael.  Thanks also for the positive feedback on green cleaning tips the Green 
Team featured in Lent.  People have kindly given me some new recipes which are below.  Please 
send any more you have and we’ll include them in the next newsletter. 
 

Nina Macintosh’s 3 tips:   1. For a permanent crease in pants use a spray of 1/3 vinegar to 2/3 
water and then iron over brown paper or a damp cloth. 2. For a sore throat ¼ cp vinegar and ¼ 
honey; 1 tablespoon taken 6x daily will kill the bacteria. 3. Vinegar deters ants from coming into 
the house. 

 

Terese Herron uses vinegar in the rinse cycle for clothes and finds baking powder gets rid 
of burnt food in pans. Also she uses Norwex cloths. These cloths have silver in them and are anti-
bacterial. The company has a variety of products but the window/mirror cloths require only wa-
ter to get the dirt off. One cloth is wet in water while the other polishes – they do work really well.  
 

Nancy and Doug Crosbie sent  a weed-be-gone recipe using vinegar, Epson salts and Dawn dish 
soap.  It does work but others have said vinegar alone works just as well.  Here is the recipe if you 
want to try it yourself. 1 gallon vinegar, 2 cups of Epson Salts, ¼ cup of blue Dawn dish soap. Mix 
and spray in the morning. 
 

Gord Simmons uses Dr. Bronner’s soap products with the tip that Baking Soda in the water 
can greatly extend the value/use of the soap one is using. Web Site: https://www.drbronner.com/ 
 

The kitchen elves have noticed that some of the blue bin recycling is slipping, so please check the 
big new poster for items you are throwing away. Hamilton has added some additional items to 
their recycling list so something you might have thrown away might be now accepted. Our use of 
3 Fair Trade items – coffee, tea and sugar – continues.  If your group uses alternative brands, 
please could you consider switching to Fair Trade items? Fair Trade products give a better wage 
to those people in other countries who labour to produce these items for us.  A tiny increase in 
cost to us means so much to them. Don’t forget to use the box in the narthex for batteries and CFL 
bulb recycling.  Also real (as opposed to plastic) wine corks can be put in the same box.  
The corks are actually ground down and reused by a company in Oakville.  
 

Our next Green Team meeting is in the parlour after the 10.30 service, Sunday, September 7th.  
Please come and join us if you are interested in becoming a committee member or just learning 
more about our aims.  Green Team members have green name badges so speak to one of us for 
more details. Thanks, everyone: I can already feel the earth is breathing more easily.  
 

Sue Carson and the Green Team.                                                           [6] 
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Yes, plans for the St. James Silent Auction, Dinner and Entertainment 
event are well under way, anticipating that this happening on Satur-
day, October 25th will be an exciting time to support our parish’s vital 
ministries while continuing our 175th Anniversary celebrations. 
Doors will open at 5.00 pm. 
 

We hope this update will entice you to find out more, get involved, 
and buy tickets. Feel free to contact committee members Ann Pratt, 
Donna Evans, Donna Clark, Anne Washington, Sue Pratt, Angela Alex-
ander Roper, and Christine Aiken. 

 

To give you an idea of items and services to donate to the silent auction, notices have been placed 
in the Sunday bulletins, previous newsletters, announcements, word-of-mouth and email blasts. 
Thanks to those of you who have already responded, but we would appreciate more offers. 
 

The themed upscale evening will include a delicious meal, selected with the help, guidance and 
participation of award-winning and highly sought after chef, Paula Bowman. More details when 
the tickets (at only $30 each) go on sale in September. Richard Hansen, our Director of Music, is 
helping to plan entertainment for your listening pleasure while you dine. 
 

A comprehensive list of tasks is being prepared for assignment to the growing number of parish 
volunteers. This will be posted in September. Also requests for donations from artisans within the 
parish, and others who have exhibited in the church, have been mailed. A similar mailing will go to 
community groups and businesses shortly. Follow-up calls are in process. If you have any contacts, 
please let us know. 
 

We are now into fine-tuning details, keeping up with the growing list of offers to help in the build-
up and preparation for this exciting day, and looking forward to more offers of art, services, or col-
lectables for the silent auction, which will run from 5.00 to 9.00 pm on October 25th. Displays of 
art and auction items will take place in the church from the beginning of October; and a marketing 
plan for this event is in place. 
 

So mark your calendars now for October 25th, buy a 
ticket (or eight for a full table of family and friends), 
and help spread the word! With the concentrated 
effort of parishioners, and support from family, 
friends and the community, we hope, not only to 
raise funds for the ministries of St. James, but to 
have fun while doing it—never forgetting our grati-
tude to God for the love, care and good fortune we 
enjoy, and which enable St. James to fulfil our mis-
sion in this lovely valley town of Dundas.  
 

Can we count on your support? 
‘YES! WE SURE CAN.” 
 

[7] 


