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“We extend a special welcome to those who are
single, married, divorced, widowed, gay, confused,
filthy rich, comfortable, or dirt poor. We extend a
special welcome to those who are crying newborns,
skinny as a rake or could afford to lose a few
pounds. You’re welcome if you are Old Dundas, New
Dundas, Not Dundas, or just passing by.
We welcome you if you can sing like Pavarotti or
can’t carry a note in a bucket. You’re welcome here
if you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woke up or just got out
of prison. We don’t care if you’re more Christian
than the Archbishop of Canterbury, or haven’t been
in church since little Jack’s christening.
We extend a special welcome to those who are
over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who
are growing up too fast. We welcome keep-fit
mums, football dads, starving artists, tree-huggers,
latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery or still addicted. We
welcome you if you’re having problems or you’re
down in the dumps or if you don’t like ‘organised
religion.’ We’ve been there too!
If you blew all your money on the horses, you’re
welcome here. We offer a welcome to those who
think the earth is flat, ‘work too hard,’ don’t work,
can’t spell, or because grandma is in town and wanted to go to church.
We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both.
We offer a special welcome to those who could use a
prayer right now, had religion shoved down your
throat as a kid, or got lost on the 403 and wound up
here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers and
doubters, bleeding hearts… and you!”
Adapted from the welcome sign of St. Clement’s Church
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, England
After all, imitation is the sincerest form of flattery!

What can we offer you?
What gifts do you bring to us?
The post-Labour Day start-up is an opportunity to welcome back those of you who have been on holiday, and
those of you who may be looking for a church community.
We hope you will tell us what you are looking for in the
coming year, and also your own gifts you would like to
share with this community. We have a wide range of
groups and activities in addition to our Sunday worship,
which we hope you will find relates to your everyday life.
We have leaflets which list these in detail. If you don’t find
what you’re looking for, please let us know: perhaps we
can do something about it!
This year sees some additions to our customary programming. An EfM (Education for Ministry) group is starting at St. James. It offers a fairly intensive, small-group
study, with theological reflection at its core. This is a program for laypeople. It stems from recognition that all of us
are ministers by virtue of our baptism. Please speak to us if
you are interested.
We are also starting a men’s spirituality group as a result
of an initiative from some of our male members. We have
long had a women’s spirituality group, but it seems the
time has come for men to be able to gather and share their
faith journeys.
We are pleased with the growth of our children and
youth programs, as well as opportunities such as
Play’n’Learn for toddlers and parents.
If you like to sing, the choir offers great opportunities for
adults and children. On November 6th St. James will be
hosting the Elmer Iseler Singers in a concert which will
also benefit the ministries of St. James.
St. James is active in various forms of outreach, largely in
collaboration with the Association of Dundas Churches. On
September 22nd the association is hosting an allcandidates meeting at Dundas Baptist Church for our local
nominees for Parliament. Time: 7-9 pm. We are also looking to find ways of acting on some of the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
We hope YOU will find fulfilment through active participation in the St. James community this year!
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3 deacons and one priest were
ordained at a lively ordination at
the cathedral on St. Barnabas’ Day
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(1) Lynn Dykeman and Nora Clevenger collected wheelchairs, walkers, etc. to ship to refugees in Syria. (2) At Third@Four
in June Andrew Gentles enjoyed the Pentecost balloons left over from the Pentecost celebrations. (3) Members of the
Association of Dundas Churches met with federal NDP candidate Alex Johnstone and (4) Liberal candidate Filomena
Tassi. All other photos (except the ordination) are of the June parish picnic, which was much enjoyed by all.
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Parish Education Opportunities this Fall
Interested in learning about the Celtic Saints and how
they helped spread Christianity into a world to thrown
into the dark ages? Join us to watch a series of videos at
7:30 PM on Wednesdays:
September 16th - Who is the real Saint Patrick of Ireland?”
September 23rd- the Trail of Celtic Saints from Dublin to Lindisfarne, find out about Columcille, Brigid, Aidan and Cuthbert and the places where they travelled.
September 30th-The Legacy of the Celtic Saints, Journey with
the Irish Monks through France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland and Italy.

Listening to Scripture:
Strategies for Interpreting the Bible
Tuesday afternoons beginning October 6th
or Wednesday evenings beginning October 7th.
Learn strategies to help you uncover enough about the text
that you can begin to understand the meaning it might have
had for its first readers and hearers, and the message it has
for us today. Please let us know if you plan to attend as we
need to prepare materials for each participant.
An Advent Study will take place on Wednesday evenings December 2nd, 9th and 16th. Watch the bulletin and e-blast for details closer to the date.

Other Opportunities
Men’s Film Nights with Rob Roi - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7 pm
starting September 15th
Films with Carol Overing - 4th Thursdays at 1.30 pm
Games Afternoons - 1st & 3rd Mondays
Body and Soul - Tuesday mornings
Knit Group - Wednesday afternoons
Play’n’Learn - Wednesday mornings
Education for Ministry (EfM) - Mondays 7-9:30 pm
Men’s Spirituality Group - 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 7 pm,
starting September 22nd
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BOOK REVIEW
FROM THE BIG BANG TO GOD
Lloyd Geering Polebridge Press, 2013
$49.55
Reviewed by Deacon Rob Roi
Geering brings theology and evolution together into a
great read. In his preface he acknowledges the valiant (if
now dated) effort by the French scientist and priest Pierre
Teilhard de Chardin, who blended science and religion into
one seamless story, and came to think of the evolutionary
process as God. Geering takes that story and brings it into
the 21st Century, while asking what is the future of religion
and the meaning of God for the modern world. In great
detail, he walks us through the evolution of the physical
universe, and says we are related, to some degree, to all
other forms of life on earth, having descended from a
common origin.
Geering writes that “the ancients conceived of the
world as a place inhabited by a race of invisible beings or
spirits. This is how the gods came into being.” He points
out that Jesus, in his parables and aphorisms, said little
about God, but referred to the ‘Kingdom of God’ - a human
community, a new way of living together based on mutual
love for fellow humans, regardless of race, class, gender
and age. In his last chapter, “Where Are We Going?” Geering writes, “We are utterly dependent on the evolution
process, and we are permeated by it. It is as God to us
even though it is impersonal, and therefore quite unlike
the God of Abraham.”
Lloyd Geering is Emeritus Professor of Religious Studies at
Victoria University, Wellington, New Zealand.

Books, Books, and More Books!
On Monday August 10th I delivered 14 boxes of paperback
books to Sheri Murphy - who is the Volunteer Co-ordinator
at the Detention Centre on Barton Street. She sends us
many thanks for our generous donation as she knows that
our books from Dundas are of good quality. She explained that books are so important to the inmates to help
them pass the hours alone. She was also happy to have
the book marks as this means the books last longer as they
are less likely to be torn or bent. Thanks to everyone who
contributed to the book collection earlier this year.
Sue Carson and the Outreach Committee

Green Team News
This summer we have undertaken two audits at St. James
as part of our ongoing environmental work towards our
Gold Accreditation with the Diocese.
Green Audit: On May 20th six St. James parishioners met
with the Greening Sacred Spaces / Faith and the Common
Good Representative, Stephen Collette, to view our church
building from a Green point of view. What an eye opener
the following six hours proved to be! Obviously we had all
spent time in our worship space, and some of us too many
hours in the kitchen, but the Green Audit enabled us to

really look at the bones of the building. Where does hot water come from? Why does the pre-school, which uses our
basement, complain about the cold? Why does the wind
rattle through the tower? Some of these questions got answered in the resulting 34-page Green Audit booklet that
Stephen emailed us. The summary of the audit will help us in
making a plan for improving our environmental footprint.
The diocese paid for half of the Green Audit as part of a
Greening Niagara initiative to raise awareness of improvements that can be made to our church buildings. We were
pleased to discover that our energy costs at St. James are
not excessive for a building our size. We are already using
water and gas with care. Also the good news is that our boilers don’t need replacing, and our newish windows and roof
certainly help with gas reduction. To reduce water use, it
was suggested our toilets be replaced with low flush ones.
Also, many of our lights could be changed to LED for greater
hydro savings – even if the upfront cost of bulbs is higher.
Corporation is considering which recommendations from
the audit are likely to be implemented as money becomes
available. We could take advantage of a Diocesan Sustainability Grant offer that ends in October 2016 for some of our
upgrades. The diocese has designated money from decommissioned churches to help pay for “green” upgrades in other buildings; and we could apply for a grant that would cover up to 25% of the cost of an item recommended in the
Green Audit.
Lighting Audit: On July 6th David Linn and I spent two hours
with Brian Kennelly (President of Daisy Energy Lighting Company) as he undertook a lighting survey of the church. This
was a free audit by Daisy Energy. As I write, we are still
awaiting the results, but we hope the audit will show which
areas of the building can/should be changed to LED lights to
give better illumination. After the initial cost of installing the
bulbs, the savings on our hydro bill could be considerable.
Having a lighting audit will help the parish prioritize which
areas would be best served by replacing light fixtures and
bulbs. LED lights are quickly replacing the CFL light bulbs, as
they are safer for the environment. The colour of the light is
often better with LEDs; and although the cost of the bulbs is
higher, the length of life is longer, which means bulbs need
changing less frequently in those high and hard-to-reach
places.
Questions? If you have questions about either audit or
would like to see copies, please let me know. The Green
Team will be discussing the audits and other environmental
issues on Sunday, September 27th in the Parlour, after the
10.30 am service. Please join us if you want to know more
about the audits. We welcome new members at any time.
The Association of Dundas Churches
again produced a float for the Cactus Festival Parade. The
committee was ably chaired by Mary Anne Tangney, and we
are again very grateful to Wayne Galer of Galer Farm Equipment for providing the magnificent tractor and flatbed trailer.
We had our best turnout yet, and everyone had a great
time. See page 8 for photos.
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Wardens’ Corner
1) Operating budget.
Every summer, this topic always has wardens adopting a haunted, unfocused
gaze. “Will there be enough money to
pay the salaries, utility bills, maintenance and upkeep … will
parishioners put their summertime offerings on the plate
before they depart for the cottage or that long road trip to
the coast, or stay home on Sundays to watch golf, Pan-Am
games, and re-runs of Downton Abbey…” At the beginning
of June, the situation was rather too precarious for comfort. We have not had a report from our Treasurer recently
but as we haven’t had any despairing messages, we are assuming things are relatively ok. Our next Corporation meeting is scheduled in a couple of weeks so we’ll have a clearer
picture after that. But if you are among those who may be
just a tad behind with your intended givings, please don’t
hesitate any longer!
2) Roof repairs
Work on repair and sealing of the tower roof began on August 6, and was scheduled to be completed by August
18. Our roofing contractor has been wonderfully conscious
of our situation and the nature of our building. He decided
that to use a crane, which was his initial intention, presented a significant risk to the cross on the top of the tower, so
he opted to access the roof using our interior ladder and
hoisted all materials by manpower alone, through the hatch
in the tower ceiling. We owe a major debt of thanks to David Ricketts for being the contact person with the contractor throughout this project. No longer shall we fear those
summer thundershowers! Jeannie Mather and Rob Roi’s
wonderful mural beside the door into the Dundas Room,
charting our donations to the roof repair, depicted
raindrops cascading into buckets surrounding the font. The
plan was to remove each bucket as it was “filled” with donations. Unfortunately, the buckets were attached with
sticky tape and removing them created ugly scars on the
tissue of the mural, so lime-green tags celebrating each
$1000 were placed over the buckets instead. We are thrilled
to report that by August 15, we surpassed our target handsomely … a VERY welcome situation as our roofing contractor had already alerted the Corporation to the poor condition, including leaks, of the roof over the Dundas
Room. We have a quote for this repair – $5300 + taxes –
and work is probably ongoing as you read this newsletter.
3) Sidewalk and potholes
As promised, this work was done in mid-June. The new concrete sidewalk looks excellent, the patching of the parking
lot looks less beautiful but at least the holes are
filled! Thank you for your patience while you drove around
the potholes, waiting for the Nursery School’s summer
break.
4) Hot water tanks
Last year, we replaced the hot water tank beside the main
kitchen, with a rental tank from Reliance. In the basement

we have two more tanks, which were installed after the
fire. Currently we own both of these. One has now corroded inside and must be replaced. We are in process of
dealing with Reliance to replace this tank, and we may also
replace the second tank downstairs which is identical in
age and may very well perish too, quite soon. It makes
sense financially to have both tanks done at one time.
5) Kitchen stoves
It has been four years since the stoves and extractor hood
in the main kitchen were professionally cleaned. This
maintenance is essential for safe operation of both the
ovens & top burners, and the cleaning of the hood is almost the most important aspect of the whole job. We
hope to assign this work to the same professional firm as
last time, very shortly.
6) Parish picnic, June 22
A large crowd gathered after the 10:30 service and enjoyed
those traditional summertime foods that are always associated with such events. Many thanks to all the barbequeers, saladiers, dessert chefs, beverage sommeliers and
most especially, the set-up and clean-up crews!! Games
and quizzes generated a lot of fun and interest, setting a
high standard for next year! The weather was wonderful
despite a most unpromising forecast prior to the weekend,
and thanks to the landscape contractors, our grounds
looked quite nice!
7) Photo directory
We want to thank Lil Stewart for organizing the photo sessions, assisted by a small army of helpers on the photo
days. Please note, that after the November photo sessions, there is a considerable amount of assembly and
proofreading to be done. Publication date will almost certainly be after the start of 2016.

New Photo Directory
We have just completed the initial 2 days
of photography. Thank you to everyone
who participated - over the 2 days we
had 61 sittings, generated a good amount of food for St.
Matthew’s House, and had fun. A big thank you to the
hostesses, who welcomed and registered everyone, they
did a great job. Our goal now is to book up all of the time
slots for the November days, which are Thursday November 12th, Friday November 13th, and Saturday November
14th. A number of parishioners have already signed up for
November. Book now to get the times you would prefer. Remember too, that you can invite family & friends to
participate, without any obligation to be in ‘the book’. Our
goal is for ALL parishioners to be photographed!! The same
3 ways to book an appointment - on line through the
church website, after services on designated Sundays in
late October & early November, or call Lil Stewart at 905
627 3140. (Lil will be away from Sept. 18th to Oct. 5th).
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‘Our pictures are our footprints. It’s the best way to tell
people we were here. ’ Joe McNally

God’s call to worship, learn and serve. Join us as we worship
Rector’s Reflections
each Sunday, and in the many other activities we share as a comI began my ministry with you a year ago on
th
munity. But especially please join us on September 13th for worAugust 15 . The year has flown by with many
ship, lunch, and a time to look together towards our shared future.
good memories, and some hard ones with the
Blessings. Jean
death of some wonderful long time members
integral to our ministry. Perhaps because I
Christians and Politics
started at the end of the summer and am beOn October 19th Canadians will go the polls
ginning my second year among you, I feel it and not Advent or January 1st is the beginning of the year. I always
to elect a new government. As Christians, we
felt this when in school. As a child, Labour Day was the
know faith and politics can never be separated.
most exciting day next to Christmas. We would rearrange
There
have
always
been attempts to do so, because the privatizbedrooms; organize desks, making sure our pencil cases
were all set, with everything sharp and new; notebooks ing of belief has meant the exclusion of faithful voices from the
and binders labelled; and our favourite outfit ready for realm of public policy. But where would South Africa be had it
school. My older sisters always had insights about my new not been for the prophetic voices of Desmond Tutu and others
teacher to pass on. We got together with friends to plan
the walk to school, while heeding Mom’s advice to be like him (many of them Anglicans)? There are of course some
friendly to everyone. The same was true getting ready for glaring contradictions. In the United States, right wing politicians
church on the Sunday after Labour Day. We were almost demand “small government” and the dismantling of public
as careful with our choice of dresses as we were for East- health insurance and other programs to help the poor, even as
er! There was an air of excitement as we were promoted
they demand that government legislate their positions on the
to the next grade level - I cherish memories of all my Sunday School teachers, who loved God and loved me. I re- nation as a whole. Here in Canada, there is a growing debate on
member each year being worried about not matching the the role of government, and the ways various ideologies affect
high standards set by my sisters, but not worried enough our choices. What is certain is that many people see the upcomto stop me from talking too much - just enough to make ing election as of critical importance to our future.
me study and get a star for memory work!
On September 22nd, the Association of Dundas Churches is
September is a time of new beginnings for the whole
again
sponsoring an all-candidates meeting for our federal nomiparish, not just the start of new curriculum for the Church
School. With the elected leaders of the parish I invite you nees. It will be held at Dundas Baptist Church at 7.00 pm. You are
to join us on Sunday, September 13th following our 10:30 invited to submit your questions via the Association website, or
worship, for lunch in the Dundas Room and a time of remembering, celebrating, and looking forward. When you by placing them by September 15th in the specially marked box
were deciding on what you wanted in a new Rector you in the narthex. They will be sorted into categories so the panel
were led through several sessions of looking forward. can do justice to the range of our concerns. This is being done,
While a wonderful report resulted, I was not privy to those both to encourage us to vote, but also to help us make informed
conversations, and there is nothing to compare being at
choices as to who should represent us in the next Parliament. The
an event to just reading about it. Also, since some time
has passed since the last exercise, perhaps you have new ADC has already had informal conversations with Alex Johnstone
ideas. Having just read the Letter to the Ephesians each of the NDP and Filomena Tassi of the Liberal Party. Efforts are
Sunday I suggest we focus on parts of that letter. The still under way to engage the Conservative and Green candimost read verses speak of unity in the church, referred to dates. So please come to the meeting on September 22nd, and
for the first time as the body of Christ. Christian life is described by repeatedly using the word “one” to describe life when you go to cast your ballot, ensure that you have sufficient
together - one body, one spirit, one hope, one Lord, one identification, including proof of residence, as recent governfaith, one baptism, one God. Clearly we share more than ment legislation has made it more difficult for many to vote.
what divides us, yet while we are one, we are not all the
same. Each has unique gifts given to do the work of minis- Hospitality at St. James Every fourth Monday of
try and building up the church. What holds us together is
love. As we work together, we grow together in unity and the month, happy chat and tempting aromas flow from the
kitchen as a hearty meal is made ready. Our guests are people
maturity of faith in Jesus Christ.
Ephesians has stood the test of time. It is good for indi- who may need food, or simply companionship, or both, as they
viduals and a good model for congregations. On survival, experience difficult times in their lives. If you are interested in
it says, "If you want to make it, you can’t live the way society lives any longer because it’ll eat you alive." We are to helping every now and then, please contact Nora Clevenger or
put away all bitterness, wrath, anger, wrangling, slander Anne Washington. The Association of Dundas Churches also
and malice - which keep us from the love God desires us thanks and welcomes St. Mark's United Church who, with a
to share with each other. Then we are given the antidote. spanking new kitchen and lots of enthusiastic helpers, will be
"Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one anproviding this community dinner on the first Monday of the
other, as God in Christ has forgiven you". Those early
Christians changed the people around them, and brought month. Other Mondays are covered by Knox, St. Paul's and St.
many to faith who witnessed how church members acted James. We are now hoping for a group or church to cover
differently from others. They put behind them all their hurt- the occasional fifth Monday. "Earth Shakes", the eatery oppoful actions and hostility and were clothed with kindness, site the old Post Office, is donating a scrumptious home-made
tenderness, forgiveness, and they lived in sacrificial love. I
see this kind of behaviour in the people of St. James and soup for fifty people once a month to this project. Super! Go
try their healthy, varied menu when you are downtown and
believe this is our foundation on which to build. Come
share your memories and forge new ones as you answer 6 say thanks for their generosity. Anne Washington
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(1) Rob Roi and Jeannie Mather’s poster for repairing the tower
roof. (2-3) The June Garage and Plant Sale was a great success, and
the Sweetman team sold many books. (4-5) Third@Four in June
said a heartfelt thank-you to Elizabeth Steeves and her family, with
a parish gift and other presentations. (6-9) The Annual Legion and
Cadet service was also a youth service, at which Sierra Robertson
Roper, Alicia Archbell and a cadet all spoke of church and cadet
influences on their lives. (10-11) The Nook and Children’s Focus.

Fall Service Schedule
8.30 am EUCHARIST(BCP) 10.30 am PARISH EUCHARIST
4.00 pm October 11 & November 8 - EVENSONG
4.00 pm Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15 - THIRD@FOUR
4.00 pm Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Nov. 22 - JAZZ VESPERS
- INFORMAL EUCHARIST
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On two successive Wednesdays in June, the St. James bell tolled for a total of 1181 times to commemorate the murdered
and missing native women. This coincided with the release of the
, with its 194 recommendations, a few of which ask local churches to engage in conversation with First Nations, and to incorporate some of the
findings into our own education programs. With each toll of the bell, the name of one of the women was read, and prayers were said at the beginning and end of each session.
show those who participated.
highlights the
little publicised work of the
and its quietly effective ministry (here seen with Jean Archbell).
shows the enthusiastic group from the
who decorated our float for the
. St. James parishioners were on the float
and marched beside it . Peter Davison was photographed shaking hands with Bill Thomas
.
, who again provided the tractor, flatbed trailer,
and driver. Wayne Galer and his family have been very generous in this regard for the last two years.

