Great Expectations
This is a season of great expectations—of waiting
for “The One who is to come”! We may not know
when, and we may not know where, but someone special is about to appear. And, as for all special guests, we
prepare. The guest room is made ready, favourite
foods are prepared, the table is set, and the house is
decorated with lights and signs saying, “WELCOME!”.
Advent is such a time and such a season. The commercialization of Christmas and all religious festivals
has tended, however, to turn our attention from others
to ourselves—from giving to receiving. Yet some of the
most moving stories in the news have been about children who have asked that, instead of birthday presents, for example, people give to the poor or to others in need. Recently the community of St. George
(just 30 kilometres to the west of us) went out of its
way to celebrate Christmas early for a dying seven-year
-old boy—and they were joined by thousands of others
who found joy in helping him and his family.
Here at St. James, we are preparing to welcome an
extended family of Syrian refugees. They will need
housing, furniture, food and clothing, and a lot of help
adjusting to a new country, a new language, and unfamiliar ways of doing things.
Jesus was born, we are told, at a time and place
where people were too busy with their own concerns
to pay attention. No one had time, or even a room, to
welcome the strangers in their midst, so he was born in
a cold cave, welcomed only by his exhausted parents
and the animals who huddled there along with them.
This Christmas, if we wish to find God among us,
chances are we will find the Holy One by preparing a
genuine welcome for those who will come to us as
strangers, but whom we shall welcome as God-given
friends. Hasn’t it always been like this? Peace and joy to
each and every one!

Advent & Christmas Services
Sunday, November 29th FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8.30 am Traditional Prayer Book Eucharist
10.30 am Intergenerational Eucharist
with lighting of the First Advent Candle
“Advent Fun for Advent One”
6.30 pm Ecumenical Advent Walk
beginning at St. James
Sunday, December 6th SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8.30 am Traditional Prayer Book Eucharist
10.30 am Parish Sung Eucharist
with lighting of the Second Advent Candle
Sunday, December 13th THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8.30 am Traditional Prayer Book Eucharist
10.30 am Parish Sung Eucharist
with lighting of the Third Advent Candle
Sunday, December 20th FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8.30 am Traditional Prayer Book Eucharist
10.30 am Children’s Pageant and Eucharist
with carols and lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle
December 24th CHRISTMAS EVE
4.30 pm Children’s Christmas Story and Eucharist
8.00 pm Christmas Carols and Eucharist
10.00 pm FESTIVAL EUCHARIST OF THE NATIVITY
December 25th CHRISTMAS DAY
10.30 am Quiet Christmas Day Eucharist
December 27th SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY
8.30 am Traditional Prayer Book Eucharist
10.30 am Parish Sung Eucharist
wIth the Story of the Three Trees
8.30 am Traditional Prayer Book Eucharist
10.30 am FESTIVAL EUCHARIST OF THE EPIPHANY

Our Life Together in Photos

David Ricketts, Donna Evans, Carleon Hardie, Jean Archbell and Sue
Carson represented us at the Niagara Synod’s 140th Anniversary
celebrations.

St. James welcomed about 100 trick-or-treaters on
All Hallows Eve (otherwise known as Hallowe’en!)

The EfM (Education for Ministry) Group is off to a fine start!

The Body and Soul Group met on
October 27th to talk about the first
and second halves of life.

...and Robert Peter Graham DeGregory was welcomed
into the communion of saints on All Saints Day!...

It is said that those who sing pray twice.

...and was happy in the arms of his proud parents.

Discovering our oneness begins with honouring the dignity and worth of each
and every one of us, especially those who are the least, the last, and the lost.
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ADVENT NOON-HOUR ORGAN RECITALS
Tuesday, December 1st Christopher Dawes
Tuesday, December 8th Simon Walker
Tuesday, December 15th Simon Irving, Organ
and Janice Beninger, Piano
Tuesday, December 22nd Richard Birney-Smith
All recitals begin at 12.15 pm and run until 1.00 pm
Admission $5.00

Catching our Breath
Amidst the often frenzied activity we
call Christmas preparation, we often
forget the Christmas story, which tells
us people were too busy to make room for the Christchild, and were totally unaware that God was being born
in their midst. One definition of prayer is summed up in
the word “presence”. Often the greatest present we
can give is the gift of our own real presence. But to be
really present we have to let go our busyness and take
time to breathe deeply—to become both self-aware,
and aware of one another, to allow ourselves “simply to
be”, and to enjoy one another. May we all try to take
that time to relax and open ourselves to the possibility
that God is indeed being born in us and among us.
Christmas peace and joy to all!

EfM Group at St. James
The Education for Ministry group at St. James got
off to a quick start in mid-September, with eight students registered and Peter Davison as mentor. Unfortunately, one member had to withdraw because of
unanticipated business travel; but he hopes to return
next year. Another member has been sidelined by illness, but we hope he will be able to return shortly.
The first few weeks focused on group expectations
and norms, and the sharing of spiritual autobiographies. The trust level of the group is high and, although the program is demanding, members are very
committed and involved.
As all are in Year 1, the focus is on the Hebrew Scriptures, and how they came to be written. Members
were introduced to the “four-source theory”, which
shows how different strands of the tradition came to
be woven together into the biblical text. We also came
to see how ideas of God developed over time, and this
encouraged us to focus on our own pictures of God
and how they affect the way we live. Members take
turns in designing and leading our weekly worship, and
this has already been a rich experience.
The core of EfM is theological reflection. “TR” , as
we call it, brings to bear the influences of tradition,
culture, our own beliefs, and our individual and collective sense of vocation. EfM exists to help us develop a
deeper sense of how we are called to minister in whatever circumstances we find ourselves. And the group
encourages us to share our own experiences of faith
and ministry, and to strengthen and encourage one
another. All of us have expressed our sense of being
privileged to be part of this group.
If you think EfM might appeal to you, feel free to
talk with Peter Davison or any of the group. We have
only a few months before registration for 2016-17!

Men’s Spirituality Group
At St. James there has been a lack of
opportunity for men to explore and
share their faith journeys. A small
group of us have been meeting twice
a month since October to discuss
freely our beliefs and doubts, and to
share our stories. We don’t know
where this shared journey will lead us, but so far it appears to have been a place where we can speak freely,
and without fear of judgment or censorship, about
where we have come from, where we are now, and
where we may be headed. What we do know is that
all faith is connected to story, and in the sharing of our
quite diverse stories we also discover a deepening
sense of trust and oneness.

Book Review
ISLAM
A Short History
Karen Armstrong 2002
The Modern Library
New York
Karen Armstrong is a former Roman Catholic nun who writes books
about the history of religion. Here she
tells the story of Islam from the revelations of Muhammad till the 2002: the rise and fall of empires, of dynasties, of religious schools.
Islam is one of the most talked about and least understood religions, but has bearing on foreign policy and
security today. Islam is so rich in history, theology, tradition, literature, and practices that it is a challenge to
grasp. Armstrong starts by writing that the prophet Muhammad’s message was simple: live in peace, with compassion, care for the poor with social justice for all, including the emancipation of women. Building such a
society and living in it would be living in accordance
with God’s will. All of this was revealed to Muhammad
himself, verse by verse over a period of twenty-one
years, which became Islam’s Holy Book, The Quran.
Armstrong writes, “Muhammad was never venerated as
a divine figure, but he was held to be the Perfect Man.
His surrender to God was so complete that he had
transformed society and enabled the Arabs to live together in harmony.” However, despite the faithful in
any tradition, who are positive that their religion never
changes, and that their beliefs remain the same as the
founder, religion must change in order to survive.
In her epilogue, Armstrong states, “The fear and rage
that lie at the heart of all fundamentalists’ vision nearly
always tend to distort the tradition that fundamentalists are trying to defend, and this has never been more
evident than on September 11. There has seldom been a
more flagrant and wicked abuse of religion.”
Deacon Rob

Music at St. James
Music at St. James suffered a blow when
Richard Hansen suffered a heart attack and
underwent triple bypass surgery. The good
news is that he is recovering well. In the
meantime, David Low and Chris Dawes have
been providing their usual capable filling in, and the
choir has been enriching our worship as usual. Jim
Sandilands has provided us with two Jazz Vespers, and
of course we enjoyed the Elmer Iseler Singers on November 7th. We are blessed to have so much talent, and
we also look forward to welcoming Richard back to the
organ bench in December.

Matthew 2:13 : Now after the wise men
had left, an angel of the Lord appeared
to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘get up,
take the child and his mother, and flee
to Egypt and remain there until I tell
you; for Herod is about to search for
the child, to destroy him.”
This is a part of the Christmas story. This is the reality of living in a world where people have stopped doing God’s will. People have been fleeing persecution
and terror for thousands of years, even before Jesus,
Joseph, and Mary became refugees. The current crisis
in the world is happening in unprecedented numbers
never before imagined. Most will have no homes or
community to return to, as a result of bombings, even
if the civil war or regional terrorism does stop. The
United Nations High Commission of Refugees has
identified 19.5 million refugees, 38.2 million internally
displaced people and 1.8 million asylum-seekers.
These numbers are staggering and lead some people
to believe the problem is impossible to tackle. But a
group of St. James parishioners along with other citizens of Dundas have chosen to work together to help
a family. We are a diverse group with contacts and
expertise in many areas.
The money has been raised and people are in place
to offer support and training to our new Canadians
when they arrive and for a minimum of one year as
they settle into life in their new country. Prayers are
requested on an ongoing basis for everyone involved.
On Friday, November 13th we got confirmation that
the family we applied to sponsor is coming to Dundas.

We are elated. The family is quite large and hard to
place as a result. The 27 people at our meeting who form
a part of a larger group decided our first priority was to
bring a family to Canada that was hard to place because
we have so many resources.
Our Family consists of a father and mother who have
11 children ranging in age between 1 and 20 who are accompanying them, along with a 34 year old male who is
probably the wife’s brother.14 people in total. They will
be hard to house, (we have people working on that) but
because there are so many they will support each other
emotionally.
The government will pay 6 months of the housing
costs. And you can help by donating clean, good quality
lightly used items. This will help defray some of the costs.
Several committees are being formed to help in
different areas. Please set aside items such as:
Clothes—men’s, women’s, children’s, (indoor/outdoor)
sleepwear.
Furniture—Beds (including bunk beds), tables, chairs,
cooking utensils, cutlery, crockery, curtains, blankets,
linens, computers, televisions, toys, bicycles.
We don’t know when our family will arrive, so please
store what you have until we are ready to receive it.
People have given sacrificially to raise the money to
do this. And people are determined to go out of their
way and perhaps their comfort zone to be accommodating and as helpful as possible to people different from
them. This is truly is how we are called by God to live.
This is what incarnation means.
Christmas Blessings to you and those you love.

Jean

The Elmer Iseler Singers, along with the “Dundas Festival Singers” recruited from several local choirs, acknowledge the
applause of an appreciative audience at St. James on November 7th. In the foreground are (l to r) Ian Sadler (organist),
Lydia Adams (EIS Director), and Richard Hansen, who sufficiently recovered to attend the event he had initially planned.
Thanks, too, to the hospitality group who catered so well, and to Mick Stewart, who took over as planning chair.

Wardens’ Report
Your wardens spend a lot of time
at the church carrying out formal duties, and taking part in myriad parish
activities. One is “on duty” every Sunday, to do banking, and checking building security after church. We
meet monthly with the rector, to review parish finances and maintenance, and look at upcoming events.
Since September, some activities have neared or
achieved completion, and new ones have begun.
Well-loved and new programs are in progress.
Some very important work, such as lay pastoral care, is
done behind the scenes. Study and movie groups
meet regularly, dominoes and bridge players meet for
fellowship, knitters too. The choir thrives despite
Richard Hansen’s illness. We thank David Low (in September-October) and Christopher Dawes (November)
for filling in. Richard’s illness complicated planning for
the Elmer Iseler Singers concert; but everything came
together, and workshop participants and audience
alike expressed how much they had enjoyed it. Our
kitchen wizards produced a wonderful dinner for EIS
and work-shoppers … EIS’s director of music even
photographed her dessert!
Photography for the new parish directory was completed on November 14th, for publication early in 2016.
The women of the parish have held their Christmas Dinner, and recently honoured Jeannie Mather for her 35year involvement with their annual weekend retreat.
The House Tour will celebrate 40 years on December
5th, and a new leadership team will take over for 2016.
Outreach teams are active, such as Ellen Osler home,
monthly community dinners and the annual Adopt-aFamily. Newly on the scene is planning for the initiative to welcome Syrian refugees. Also in focus are the
Kurdish peoples in Iraq. The well-attended fundraising
dinner in October was wonderful, huge amounts of
orthopaedic supplies were donated or sourced, and on
November 7th a container was packed, blessed and dispatched to Iraq.
Roofing issues appear to have been resolved Stove
and hood cleaning in the main kitchen was completed.
A security audit has been carried out, and though some
of its recommendations are beyond reach financially,
some simpler ones have been implemented or will be
shortly. Responding to parishioners’ requests, new
church microphones have been purchased for much
improved audibility. The church walls have had nailholes patched and the walls have been repainted to a
height of about 8 feet.
The fob-controlled locking system at the parking lot
door is working as intended, and virtually no problems
or complaints have come to our ears. This new system

also makes Frances Ward’s job much easier when dealing
with rentals. Loaner fobs are easily deleted once rental is
completed. The same deletion function was used when
someone reported a lost fob, and access to the building
is better controlled than when keys were repeatedly
copied.
Future projects and plans for the building include
some implementation of the greening audit. We hope
to purchase a defibrillator – this is fairly expensive, but
we really ought to have one at hand. We intend to fit
steel edge-plates on exterior doors to deter possible jimmying of locks.
We are also exploring installation of
motion-sensor lights behind the kitchen, along with repair or replacement of one of our boilers, which was
overheating.
Finally, finances! Our roofer made a very generous donation, in effect returning to us part of his fee. The photo directory project has a new feature, selling advertising
to local service, retail and professional persons for their
businesses. We hope to raise $1,400 this way. We have
been fortunate to have two recent rentals of the parking
lot and Dundas Room to TV/film production companies,
and hope to repeat this. Syrian refugee funding is a separate consideration, with members and non-members
pulling together to make this happen.
Re: day-to-day operating, we hope to meet the budget
passed at Vestry in February. Still, this was a deficit
budget, which means not all our costs are covered. We
have also had to pay for several capital items, and this
continues (see “boilers”, above); so, overall, we are
short some $3,500 – or about $16,500 when the deliberate shortfall of the deficit budget is recognized. As usual, we rely heavily on the last two months of the year,
and the hope of the Advent season! Many good things
are happening! If past patterns repeat, St. James will
surge ahead into 2016.
Mick Stewart, Tom Atterton, Donna Evans, Miriam Reed

CHRISTMAS HUMOUR
What if the Three Wise
Men had been women?

First Woman:
You know, when I hear that carol about
"We Three Kings" and stories about the
Three Wise Men who visited the baby
Jesus Christ, I often wonder what would had have
happened had they been three wise women.
Second Woman:
I'll tell you what. For a start they would have arrived
on time, mainly because they would have the intelligence to ask for directions along the way. They would
have helped to deliver the baby, cleaned and tidied up
the stable and
made a meal for Joseph and
Mary. Above all, they would taken the trouble to bring
along some really useful and practical gifts.

Jeannie
Mather (left) was honoured
for her 35 years of service
in organizing the annual
women’s retreat.
Lil Stewart
was presented with the
Order of Niagara by Bishop
Michael (right). In the
group photo of honourees,
she is standing just behind
and to the Bishop’s left
(right of him in the photo).
Congratulations to both of
these devoted servants of
God and the Church.

[a]

On October 24th, some 80 people gathered for a
Kurdish feast. Proceeds were used to ship wheelchairs and other medical equipment to Kurdistan,
for victims of the conflict there. [a] Copious quantities of food for all, with lots of take-out afterwards!
[b] Mizgen (centre) cooked all day to prepare the
banquet. [c] The feast attracted both parishioners
and the wider community. [d] Lynn Dykeman was
the moving spirit behind the project. [e] Narmin
Mzouri & husband Imad are also central figures.

[c]
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1. From truck to container. 2. Donna Clark cleans up a last-minute
donation. 3. Kurdish pizzas for
lunch. 4. A jam-packed container. 5.
Jean blesses the shipment. 6. Workers and friends together. 7. Closing
the doors. 8. On its way to Kurdistan to help heal wounded lives.

