
8.30 am Eucharist 
10.30 am Sung Eucharist 

8.30 am Eucharist 
10.30 am Sung Eucharist 

8.30 am Eucharist 
10.30 am Children’s Pageant 

and Sung Eucharist 

10 .30 am Sung Eucharist 
Note: no 8.30 am service today 

5.00 pm Family Eucharist 
geared to children 

10.00 pm  
FESTIVAL EUCHARIST  

OF THE NATIVITY 

10.00 am  
Said Eucharist with carols 
 
 
 
 
 

    It’s been a busy autumn season at St. James. In ad-
dition to all our regular activities, we’ve been blessed 
by our Kurdish friends, who catered a marvelous din-
ner, raising over $4,000.00 for the work of the parish. 
The Pub Night was great fun, and also realized  over 
$1,000.00, as did Richard Hansen’s organ recital. As 
we go to press, the Steve Bell and Malcolm Guite con-
cert looks likely to be another sell-out, and will quick-
ly be followed by the 42nd Annual Holiday House 
Tour, craft sale, and bazaar. Added to all this was the 
Interfaith Celebration of Canada 150, sponsored by 
the Association of Dundas Churches. On November 
16th we had the opening of the display at the Dundas 
Museum, and on November 19th a wonderful gather-
ing of people representing the native communities, 
Buddhists, Temple Anshe Shalom, the Hindu and Sikh 
communities, Muslims, Baha’is, and of course Chris-
tians. Everyone agreed we need to do more of this! 
     What makes all this possible is knowing that real 
dialogue takes place only when we are both deeply 
committed to our own faith and humble enough to 
realize we all have much to learn from each other. At 
Christmas we celebrate ‘the scandal of the incarna-
tion’ - of God becoming one of us - as a tiny child, as a 
fellow-sufferer, and as one who also embraced death 
on the cross, thereby removing death’s power over 
us. This is why humility is also accompanied by a deep 
sense of humour. On Christmas Day, 1914, amidst the 
insanity of war, soldiers on both sides observed an 
informal truce, decorated their fortifications, and 
fraternized across enemy lines. Here today in Dundas, 
we have declared an end to religious enmity, and joy-
fully embraced our shared humanity. 
     The scandal of the incarnation is that it’s God 
laughing at the pretentiousness of what the world 
calls success and power.  All of us know the bluster 
and bravado of bullies is an attempt to disguise their 
weakness and fear. Luke’s gospel tells us people were 
too busy to notice and welcome the Messiah. Today, 
merchants and media try to distract us from the birth 
of God in our midst. We may need to de-mythologize 
and re-mythologize the ways we see God’s presence 
in and purpose for creation. But an old hymn may still 
work for us when it invites us to sing: Thou didst 
leave thy throne and thy kingly crown / when thou 
camest to earth for me; / but in Bethlehem’s home 
there was found no room / for thy holy nativity. / O 
come to my heart, Lord Jesus! / There is room in my 
heart for thee. Christmas peace and joy to you all. 
     And please read Pope Francis’ recent address on 
nuclear weapons and global peace, printed on page 4. 



Community Dinners continue to meet a need. 
Nadine and Geoff delighted us with their visit  

in October. 
Monday games afternoon in the parlour. 

Guiding continues to flourish at St. James. 
Play’n’Learn flourishes  

under Carleon Hardie’s direction. 
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Baptisms 
Kaden John Parker Raye-Dolman 

Ryan Hamish Anderson 
Mary Louise Theodora DeGregory 

Burials 
Kaysee Jordan Duplessie 

Beatrice Gent 
Margaret Helen Gilmour 

Karen Marie Ryckman (née Cliff) 
Kenneth Walker Moore 

John Mullan 
Bonnie Lynne Burns 
Margaret McConnell 

Helen Florence Lofthouse 
 

Grant, O God, that we may so know and serve you in 
this life that we may, both now and in the life to come,  
rejoice in your abiding presence, and in the communion 
of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

   ‘My times are in thy hand, my God, I wish them there - 
My life, my friends, my soul, I leave entirely to thy care.’ 

This little prayer was given to me by a St. James lady many 
years ago. She would say it each morning on wakening. 
Mrs. Bridge (I think her name was Alice, but always ‘Mrs. 
Bridge’ at that time) used to be a cook in a grand house in 
the north of England before coming to Canada, and said 
the family was very good to her. When they went to their 
summer house she always went with them. Mrs. Bridge 
didn’t drive, and later, when she couldn’t manage the walk 
to church, whoever drove her always received a batch of 
scones, fresh from the oven.   Pat Carson 

42nd Annual 

Sat Dec 2, 2017, 12-5 pm    Tickets $25 

Tickets from: St. James Church Office, The Keeping 
Room, Strawberry Fields, Booth Furniture, Graham & 

Brooks, Kari’s, Buy the Yard Interiors, Passion for Living, 
Westdale Florists, Realty Network, Pickwick Books 



            
To participants in the international symposium 
“Prospects for a World Free of Nuclear Weapons 
and for Integral Disarmament,” sponsored by 
the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human  
Development                               10 November 2017 

    Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
    I offer a cordial welcome to each of you and I express my 
deep gratitude for your presence here and your work in the 
service of the common good. I thank Cardinal Turkson for 
his greeting and introduction. In this Symposium, you have 
met to discuss issues that are critical both in themselves 
and in the light of the complex political challenges of the 
current international scene, marked as it is by a climate of 
instability and conflict. A certain pessimism might make us 
think that “prospects for a world free from nuclear arms 
and for integral disarmament,” the theme of your meeting, 
appear increasingly remote. Indeed, the escalation of the 
arms race continues unabated and the price of modernizing 
and developing weaponry, not only nuclear weapons, rep-
resents a considerable expense for nations. As a result, the 
real priorities facing our human family, such as the fight 
against poverty, the promotion of peace, the undertaking 
of educational, ecological and healthcare projects, and the 
development of human rights, are relegated to second 
place (cf. Message to the Conference on the Humanitarian 
Impact of Nuclear Weapons, 7 December 2014). 
    Nor can we fail to be genuinely concerned by the cata-
strophic humanitarian and environmental effects of any 
employment of nuclear devices. If we also take into account 
the risk of an accidental detonation as a result of error of 
any kind, the threat of their use, as well as their very pos-
session, is to be firmly condemned. For they exist in the 
service of a mentality of fear that affects not only the par-
ties in conflict but the entire human race.  International 
relations cannot be held captive to military force, mutual 
intimidation, and the parading of stockpiles of arms. Weap-
ons of mass destruction, particularly nuclear weapons, cre-
ate nothing but a false sense of security. They cannot con-
stitute the basis for peaceful coexistence between mem-
bers of the human family, which must rather be inspired by 
an ethics of solidarity. Essential in this regard is the witness 
given by the Hibakusha, the survivors of the bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, together with other victims of nu-
clear arms testing. May their prophetic voice serve as a 
warning, above all for coming generations! 
    Furthermore, weapons that result in the destruction of 
the human race are senseless even from a tactical stand-
point. For that matter, while true science is always at the 
service of humanity, in our time we are increasingly trou-
bled by the misuse of certain projects originally conceived 
for a good cause. Suffice it to note that nuclear technolo-
gies are now spreading, also through digital communica-
tions, and that the instruments of international law have 

not  prevented  new  states  from  joining  those  already  in    
possession of nuclear weapons. The resulting scenarios are 
deeply disturbing if we consider the challenges of contem-
porary geopolitics, like terrorism or asymmetric warfare. 
   At the same time, a healthy realism continues to shine a 
light of hope on our unruly world. Recently, for example, in 
a historic vote at the United Nations, the majority of the 
members of the international community determined that 
nuclear weapons are not only immoral, but must also be 
considered an illegal means of warfare. This decision filled a 
significant juridical lacuna, inasmuch as chemical weap-
ons,  biological weapons, anti-human mines and cluster 
bombs are all expressly prohibited by international conven-
tions. Even more important is the fact that it was mainly 
the result of a “humanitarian initiative” sponsored by a sig-
nificant alliance between civil society, states, international 
organizations, churches, academies and groups of experts. 
   This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Encyclical 
Letter Populorum Progressio of Pope Paul VI. That Encycli-
cal, in developing the Christian concept of the person, set 
forth the notion of integral human development and pro-
posed it as “the new name of peace.” In this memorable 
and still timely document, the Pope stated succinctly that 
“development cannot be restricted to economic growth 
alone. To be authentic, it must be integral; it must foster 
the development of each man and of the whole man” (No. 
14). 
   We need, then, to reject the culture of waste and to care 
for individuals and peoples laboring under painful dispari-
ties through patient efforts to favor processes of solidarity 
over selfish and contingent interests. This also entails inte-
grating the individual and the social dimensions through 
the application of the principle of subsidiarity, encouraging 
the contribution of all, as individuals and as groups. Lastly, 
there is a need to promote human beings in the indissolu-
ble unity of soul and body, of contemplation and action. 
 In this way, progress that is both effective and inclusive can 
achieve the utopia of a world free of deadly instruments of 
aggression, contrary to the criticism of those who consider 
idealistic any process of dismantling arsenals. The teaching 
of John XXIII remains ever valid. In pointing to the goal of an 
integral disarmament, he stated: “Unless this process of 
disarmament be thoroughgoing and complete, and reach 
men’s very souls, it is impossible to stop the arms race, or 
to reduce armaments, or – and this is the main thing – ulti-
mately to abolish them entirely” (Pacem in Terris, 11 April 
1963). 
   The Church does not tire of offering the world this wis-
dom and the actions it inspires, conscious that integral de-
velopment is the beneficial path that the human family is 
called to travel. I encourage you to carry forward this activi-
ty with patience and constancy, in the trust that the Lord is 
ever at our side. May he bless each of you and your efforts 
in the service of justice and peace. 



David Brown

     St James’ financial assets are stored in a sometimes be-
wildering number of funds, by far the largest of which is the 
Rectory Fund. You might wonder why St. James has a Rec-
tory fund when it has no rectory. At one time we did have a 
rectory: the house that stands just to the west of the 
church. Earlier there was a rectory next door to the original 
St James on Hatt Street where Creekside now stands. 
     In the nineteenth century, the rectors of St. James were 
missionaries. They were not the poor priests who went out 
into the wilderness with a bible under their arm, but uni-
versity educated clergy from families that were sufficiently 
well off that they could afford to build themselves houses 
similar to the substantial homes in which they had been 
brought up in the Old Country, houses with accommoda-
tion for several servants. The grand house built by McMur-
ray still stands on Overfield Rd and the Osler house is still 
visible on South St. These men were leading citizens of the 
town to which they contributed far more than was warrant-
ed by their meagre stipend worth less than $30,000 in pre-
sent-day dollars. 
     Later rectors were not so well endowed. To help stretch 
their stipend, the church provided them a rectory in which 
they could make their home. If they lived long enough to 
experience the infirmities of old age, their families were 
expected to look after them, but times change. Today most 
of us expect to spend the last few decades of our lives in 
healthy retirement living in our own homes, but this was a 
pleasure that the rectors were denied. When they retired, 
they lost their home and had no equity to buy a replace-
ment. Retirement is not a time to start a mort-
gage.  Consequently St. James decided to sell their rectory, 
invest the profits, and use the interest to give the rector a 
housing allowance. In this way she could build up equity 
during her working life just as the rest of us do, and look 
forward to a long and healthy retirement in her own home. 
     The legal owner of all church property, including the rec-
tory, is the diocese, so the proceeds of the sale of the rec-
tory were paid to the diocese who now hold it in the Recto-
ry Fund in trust for the church. Currently the fund is worth 
more than $340,000. The interest on this sum is paid to the 
church to fund the rector’s housing allowance. We are not 
allowed to use the capital, though currently the diocese is 
allowing us to use a portion of the Rectory Fund as collat-
eral to secure a line of credit, which in an ideal world we 
should not need. We must thank our predecessors, the 
members of the parish who bought the original rectory, for 

this valuable financial asset. 

     A number of years ago Eileen Shea and I visited Coventry 
during a trip to England. In 1940 the medieval city centre, 
including the cathedral, was destroyed by an air raid. After 
the war they rebuilt the city centre as a large pedestrian 
shopping area in the form of a series of connected squares. 
It could serve as a model for any city looking to renew its 
downtown. Whenever possible, the few buildings that sur-
vived the raid were incorporated into the new city, but all 
that was left of the cathedral were the walls. The scene re-
minded us of St. James after our fire, when someone res-
cued a few charred timbers to make the cross that still 
stands in our narthex as a symbol of resurrection and hope. 
The citizens of Coventry also made a charred cross that still 
stands among the ruins of their old cathedral. Where we 
decided to rebuild within the walls, the citizens of Coventry 
decided to leave the ruins as a memorial, and to construct a 
new cathedral alongside the old. It is a modern building, 
open and spacious, uncluttered by pillars, screens, and oth-
er furniture typically found in old cathedrals and churches. 
While such fixtures are prized for their beauty and histori-
cal associations, they do little to enhance the liturgy, as 
those of us who remember the fixed pews and narrowed 
nave of the old St. James can testify. When we rebuilt our 
church, we removed the pillars to give us more space and, 
like Coventry, we made the walls plain and the furniture 
moveable. We chose to install clear glass in our windows so 
we could see out and the world could see in. Coventry has 
some stunning stained glass, but it is not visible to the con-
gregation. Instead, the wall facing the altar is a huge plain 
glass window, through which one can see the ruins of the 
old cathedral. In a similar way, we enlarged our tower win-
dow after the fire so we could see the beauty of God’s 
world outside, and others could see the beauty of our 
church within. 
     We toured the cathedral on a Saturday. In addition to 
the somewhat austere nave, there are many side-chapels, 
each of which is a work of art. The theme of the crown of 
thorns in one of the chapels reminded us of the crowns of 
thorns suspended above the congregation of St. James. Ei-
leen was particularly taken with a statue of a homeless man 
huddled together and protecting a young girl on the street. 
As we stood in thought admiring the statue, we were 
joined by a man who told us how he also was much moved 
by the scene. 
     The next day being Sunday, we went to the morning Eu-
charist. The cathedral furnishings consist only of what is 
liturgically essential, and all of them are moveable, includ-
ing the chairs for the congregation. On occasion they clear 
the floor and rent the cathedral for functions. The only to-
tally decorative furnishing was what looked like a flight of 
birds rising up beside the pulpit and taking wing into the 
sky. As at St. James, their altar stood in front of the choir,  

The Primate’s World Relief & Development 
Fund (PWRDF) welcomes our donations to 
Rohingya Relief. Gifts received by Nov. 28th 
will be matched by the federal government. 



Coventry Cathedral  continued. 

 and the service was so much like ours that we felt quite at 
home. Of course the cathedral was more spacious; by 
comparison, St. James seems quite confined.  
    In his sermon, the dean made reference to the statue we 
had admired on our earlier visit, and we realized he was 
the person who had spoken to us the day before. As the 
service progressed, it slowly dawned on us that the simi-
larity between our church and Coventry cathedral was no 
coincidence, and the resurrected St. James had been con-
sciously modelled on Coventry cathedral. Indeed, as I later 
learned, our architect, Trevor Garwood-Jones, had been 
inspired by Coventry, and had skillfully combined its fea-
tures with the ideas put forward by the congregation to 
produce the St. James we enjoy today.             David Brown 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     You have probably noticed the improvement in the 
sound system - the old system was out of date and falling 
apart, but it has now been repaired and brought up to 
date. It should be good for the next few years. We oldies 
who struggle with hearing aids raise three cheers for 
Mountain Audio. Perhaps you have also noticed the blue 
tarpaulin and bin on the lawn. The wall of the Scatter Gar-
den was about to collapse and scatter the garden onto the 
steps below, but just in time Meadowbrook Landscaping 
moved all the soil from the Garden into the bin, rebuilt the 
wall, and replaced the soil complete with the ashes 
scattered therein. The new wall should outlast us and 
serve the parish for many more years. 
     Did you notice that the steps leading up to the south 
east door of the church have been repaired? We thought 
not. This is the door that we never use, but David Ricketts 
keeps an eye on our property and signs up a contractor to 
fix things before we trip over them. Ah yes, and then there 
is the heating system (again). The older members of the 
congregation will remember that Stan Beard threatened to 
set up housekeeping in the boiler room to make sure that 
we all stayed warm on a Sunday morning. The boilers are 
now working just fine. Stan would be proud. We have a 
contract to keep them  tuned up and they pump the hot 
water throughout the church at the first sign of cold 
weather. The problem is the heating system that decides 
which rooms get to share this warmth. The Rector is the 
one in the hot seat with thermostat in her office stuck at 
28 C. It may help her to give fiery sermons on a Sunday 
morning, but even these aren’t always enough to stop us 
shivering in the Sanctuary. The Corporation is doing its 
best to make sure that the heating system is tickety-boo 
before Santa arrives on his sleigh. Next on the list is replac-
ing all the burnt out light bulbs in the Dundas Room and 
the Sanctuary. We will need scaffolding to reach them so 
we may take the opportunity remove the cobwebs at the 
same time. 
     The Exchange of the Peace on a Sunday morning shows 
that we are a congregation that is loving well within our 
means, but it is just as important that we also be living 
within our means. At the moment the Parish finances are 
close to the budget that we approved last February, but 
you will recall that this budget was not balanced. If we fol-
low it closely we will end the year with a small deficit. This 
is not necessarily bad, provided it does not become a hab-
it. A succession of deficits can turn into significant debts. 
While funraising events make a valuable contribution to 
our bottom line, we rely on our regular weekly and month-
ly contributors for 8o% of our annual income. 
     Christmas peace and joy to you all! 
       See you at the Vestry meeting too! 

                Miriam, Donna, David, and Sandy 



  

St. Cecilia's Day is November 22nd. She is the 
Patron Saint of Music.  So  our Advent organ recitals will 
begin a little early this year in her honour, for a total of 
five in all. Admission is $5 per person.  

Nov. 21st  Richard Birney-Smith 
Nov. 28th Simon Irving and Janice Beninger 

Dec. 5th Richard Hansen 
Dec. 12th Thomas Gonder   

Dec. 19th Andrew Elmhirst 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
EMBRACING THE HUMAN JESUS:  
A Wisdom Path  
   for Contemporary Christianity 
David Galston  2012 - Polebridge Press 
     David Galston was a member of the Jesus 

Seminar of 150 critical New Testament scholars, who 
attempted to bring to light what Jesus actually said out of 
the fifteen hundred sayings attributed to him in the first 
two centuries of Christianity. In this book, Galston contin-
ues the search for the human Jesus, who he claims, 
should be brought into the church today if it wishes to 
survive in this contemporary society. He claims the histor-
ical Jesus has been taken over by extremists, and all reli-
gions have been taken over by extremists. The author, like 
most scholars, believes Jesus was a Jewish wisdom teach-
er, and the content of the Jesus parables basically had no 
reference to God, and they referred to daily living and not 
belief.  
     Our Liturgy of the Word is centred on judgment and 
not on learning – Galston believes it needs to change. He 
writes, “If Christianity cannot come to grips with itself as a 
human creation, then I can’t see how Christianity will 
have any relevance. There is no answer in the sky. The 
answer lies in our collective histories and cultures and 
humanity.” Deacon Rob 

 

Other Events You Won’t Want to Miss! 

     
The four Sundays before Christ-

mas are what we in the church call Ad-
vent and they mark for us the beginning 
of a new year. So, while the rest of the 
world is thinking of the year ending, we 
Christians concentrate on what God coming among us in 
the form of the baby Jesus has meant to the world since 
that great event two thousand years ago, and what it 
means for us today and into the future. We prepare our 
hearts, and when we focus on the future we are able to 
actively make changes which will impact others around 
us.  

St. James is a busy and vibrate parish with minis-
try, fellowship, and education events happening all year 
round. But at this time of year the church calendar re-
minds us that we should take the time to center our 
hearts on God come among us. Beginning on Advent One 
which is December 3rd this year and continuing through 
to and including Easter, worship is special. The Sunday 
scripture readings are full of the stories of Christ birth, life 
and ministry, until his death and resurrection.  

Think about what that means to you.  
I can’t imagine how my life would have unfolded if 

I had never been introduced to these wonderful stories. 
When we look at the manger scene we know without be-
ing told that children are precious and are to be nurtured 
and loved. When we hear of Jesus questioning the scribes 
in the temple as a boy, we know that we too can ask ques-
tions and challenge others to explain what we find confus-
ing. When we contemplate the stories of Jesus’ compas-
sion and examine who he associated with, we are chal-
lenged to be loving and accepting of others. And how can 
we contemplate illness and death without the sure and 
certain hope that God is with us every step of the way, to 
the end and through the other side.  

In the rock song Stairway to Heaven by Led Zep-
pelin there is a line that says, “There are two paths you 
can go by but in the long run there’s still time to change 
the road you’re on.” 

Without the knowledge that God is within I am 
not sure what path I might have chosen. As a result, I am 
always conscious of how blessed we are to know Christ, to 
celebrate his coming among us, and to continue to reflect 
upon what that means in our lives.   

 Throughout this Advent and Christmas and into 
the new year please remember to come to worship and 
invite your friends and family to join you. Those of you 
who haven’t been for a while are encouraged to join us 
when you can.  

 



1. Oct. 22 Children’s Focus 
2. Restored Scatter Garden 
3. Kurdish Dinner 
4. Current Kurdish news 
5-6-7 British Pub Night Fun 
8. Ryan & Mary’s Baptism 
9. Paul Chappel’s art dis-
play and his 50th birthday 
10. Cookie making for 
Holiday House Tour 
11-12 Dundas Museum 
display for Interfaith cele-
bration of Canada 150 
13-15 Native, Hindu and 
Muslim presentations at 
Nov. 19th Interfaith cele-
bration. 


