The Newsletter of St. James Anglican Church, Dundas, Ontario

April and May have seen our farewell to Bishop Michael, who has resigned his ministry
as our bishop to return to parish ministry in the Diocese of Ottawa, and the consecration of
Susan Bell as Coadjutor Bishop on May 5th. She will formally succeed Bishop Michael as
diocesan bishop on June 1st. The joyful celebration of her episcopal ordination was marred
by the sudden death of Canon Rob Fead in a motorcycle accident on April 30th. Our
thoughts and prayers continue to be with his wife Veronica, his mother and other family
members, his parish of St. Jude’s, Oakville, the military chaplaincy of which he was such a
significant part, and all his lay and clergy friends and colleagues in ministry. All these
events remind us that the church is much bigger than our parish, and the lives and deaths
of all our members affect all of us. This issue of ‘Happenings’ features many photographs
and articles which underline this reality, and will, we hope, inspire and encourage us.

Bishop Susan’s first episcopal blessing & Bishop Michael’s last address to clergy and licensed lay workers.

Diocese and Community Mourn Rob Fead
Christ’s Church Cathedral was filled to overflowing on May 7th as
hundreds gathered to mourn Rob’s death in a motorcycle accident,
and to celebrate his life as parish priest, military chaplain, husband
and dedicated family member, colleague and friend. Many remember him as ‘the nation’s pastor’ after the shooting in Ottawa of Corporal Nathan Cirillo, whose funeral was also held in the cathedral.
Our own Jean Archbell remembers him as a friend and fellow mentor
of newly ordained clergy. As we observe the feast of Pentecost, we also recall the core of
the many tributes paid to him. His life was both inspired and inspiring and, while his death
has been devastating to so many, he would, as Bishop Ralph Spence said in his eloquent
funeral homily, want us all to remember and proclaim, “We are Easter people!” May he
rest in peace and rise in glory.
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Wishing each and all of you the
joys of summer, safe journeys if
you travel, and the joy of worshipping together when here.
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Grant, O God, that we may so know and serve you in
this life that we may, both now and in the life to
come, rejoice in your abiding presence, and in the
communion of all your saints; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen
Photos (right): (Top row) Susan Bird & Bishop John Chapman of Ottawa; Blue Grass band entertains everyone. (Row
2): ELCIC Eastern Synod Bishop Michael Pryse; Diocese of
Hamilton Bishop Douglas Crosby; Archbishop Colin Johnson. (Row 3) Bishop John Chapman of Ottawa; then Coadjutor Bishop-Elect Susan Bell; Chancellor Rob Welch. (Row 4):
Archdeacon Neil Kellett; Bishop Michael and Susan Bird’s
Children pay tribute to their father.
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The cathedral nave, cleared of most of its seating, enabled people to
mingle and enjoy food and drink, and live Blue Grass music, reminiscent of medieval practice, when naves were used for many purposes.

Whitney Sarjeant Wins
Major Award
It’s been a great month for Mohawk student Whitney Sarjeant. The 20-year-old
Broadcast Television Communications student was awarded a provincial scholarship
and will be heading to Vancouver for the
2018 Juno Awards.
Whitney received the Michael Monty
Scholarship from the Ontario Association of Broadcasters
(OAB). The scholarship is given annually to one student in Ontario who displays strong academic achievement while pursuing volunteer efforts that make a difference in their community. In 2017, Whitney was the host for the John C. Holland
Awards and also volunteered at the OAB Conference, and Vanier Cup, Whitney has also volunteered at the 2015 Pan/
Parapan American Games, 2012 World Deaf Athletic Championships, and has helped organize and run summer camps for
at-risk youth for the past seven years.
Later this month, Whitney will be making her way to Vancouver for her first industry job. She is working on the 2018
Juno Awards through her internship with Insight Productions,
one of Canada’s leading production companies for television
programming. Television and Communications Media program
coordinator Patrick Hanson, who nominated Whitney, says
“she has a unique ability to instantly change the dynamic of a
room and the people in it for the better. Whitney is brimming
with positivity, I have no doubt that she is on a path to a very
bright future.”
Thanks to Mohawk News for this article.

Sunday morning. If we could all bounce
back like them (see photo left) the Corporation would not need to be considering
how to raise money for a new floor. The
sanctuary floor will not be cheap, but resurfacing the parking lot will require more
than the power of prayer to fix.
The duties of a warden are not that
onerous. Once a month we are on duty
on a Sunday morning. We need to see
that the collection is safely put to bed, and that the church is
locked up after everyone leaves, but most importantly we
have to make sure that the coffee pot is switched on during
the 8.30 service. We are also available in case of emergency,
such as when Auntie Jill’s eagle eye spots water dripping from
the ceiling in some remote corner of the church, or as recently
happened, the Sunday School reports that the downstairs toilets are backing up. This required an emergency call to Adam’s
Plumbing who responded with commendable speed. They
reamed out the sewer, pulling out paper towels and objects
that delicacy forbids me to name. The toilet is a wonderfully
expensive way of disposing of products that do not easily disintegrate in water. But God is in his Heaven and the toilets are
working.
David Brown

Elsie Sweetman Brightens Our Web Page
Our St. James web page has long needed de-cluttering and
improved accessibility and appeal. We thank another of our
gifted young people, Elsie Sweetman, who is working on making much needed improvements to this aspect of our outreach.

The Latest from our Wardens
Shortly after Lil Stewart was elected warden at
the annual vestry meeting in February, Donna Evans, who has been dutifully continuing with her
Corporation duties while battling poor health, decided the time had come to pass her duties on to someone
else. We thank Donna for her loyal work on the Corporation
during a trying time. Jean, using her authority as rector to appoint two wardens, invited Mike Anderson (photo) to replace
her. We welcome Mike and look forward to working with him.
You will have noticed the new paint and flowers with which
the Property Committee has been cheering up the church and
church hall. While the church buildings are now a much more
inviting place, the new sparkle draws attention to the less than
inviting state of our parking lot and the growing gaps in the
sanctuary floor where the surface sheets are pulling apart. For
those of us in our dotage, these gaps can cause the kind of
tumble that we certainly do not need. We can only look on
with jealousy at the tumbles of the toddlers who like to practice their newly acquired climbing skills on the altar steps a
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Perfect opportunity to declutter and do some
spring cleaning! Please bring
items to the Dundas room
Sign-ups in the
Narthex will show who can help with
this. Daytime and evening help needed for setup! Also, sellers on the day of the sale are needed as well! Can we do this? Yes we can!

Spring Notes from
the Green Team

Barb Carpio, Truth and Reconciliation
and “Indian Horse”

Thanks to the 25 people
who participated in the
“Give it up for the Earth for
Lent” project. The little tree
had great ‘leaf’ ideas, including – not driving the car
so often; not using plastic
water bottles; giving things to charity; and using electricity
less often. Good to know that so many of you cared enough
to make our planet a little happier for 5 weeks. Now can you
carry on doing these things??!!
The Brownies did an amazing job – when the weather finally got warmer – at leaf raking in early May. They filled 25
bags of wet soggy leaves and left them at the roadside for
pickup. They also collected fallen twigs and branches – but
there may be more fallen after that wind storm. The Brownies
were also excited to find some of the bulbs, that they planted
last Fall, now flowering.
The city council have advertised that they are not able to
collect so many items in the blue bin due to the inability to
find companies that can process them. Please note at church,
and at home of course, that black plastic is no longer accepted. Neither are single-use plastic coffee lids. Also, polystyrene and bottle caps are not recyclable. Finally, please ensure that all containers and plastic bags are really, really,
clean. The posters in the kitchen have been updated so
check if you aren’t sure what can go in the blue bins. If you
oversee a group that uses the church building, please could
you make this information known to everyone who
attends. If there is too much contamination in the blue bins
that means that whole loads, of possibly good recycled material, gets sent to land fill.
The Eco Churches of West Hamilton (EcoWham), with
many thanks to the ADC hosted the movie “An Inconvenient
Sequel” in March and a hundred people attend the event at
the Baptist church. Many questions and discussions followed
the film. Thanks to Grant Linney, of Blue Dot, for his opening
comments.
The next EcoWHam event is Friday, June 22 , at St. Paul’s
United Church, 25 Park St., Dundas, 7 – 9 p.m. It is a free
event but donations for refreshments appreciated. Our topic
is “How to rid ourselves of plastic” and includes some local
speakers and one from Toronto Environmental Alliance. Please
save the date and watch for the poster.
Thanks again.
Sue Carson, Green Facilitator
nd

This exhibit of Bob’s superb photography is now on display
in the church. You can purchase any of the items in various
formats, with proceeds in aid of St. James. Visit the display
on Sundays or 9am to 12 noon Tuesday-Friday until May 27.
The summer exhibit will be of various St. James artists.
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On May 9th, the Truth and Reconciliation group presented
a repeat of Barb Carpio’s January presentation, which was
affected by bad weather. We shall not repeat the report in the
Lent-Easter issue of HAPPENINGS, but some twenty people
showed up, representing several of the member churches of
the Association of Dundas Churches. Barb’s father was an Indian agent in Alberta, so she grew up on one of the reserves and
has a unique perspective on the disastrous effects of residential schools on native children and succeeding generations.
We were again reminded that Truth and Reconciliation requires more than verbal apologies. The TRC Report’s recommendations need to be acted on by all of us.
At the time of writing, the film “Indian Horse”, based on the
novel by Richard Wagamese, was screened locally. If you are
not among those who have seen it, we suggest you do so at
your earliest opportunity. When available on DVD it would be
a valuable resource for conversation within our parish and the
Association of Dundas Churches. Carleon Hardie has written
the following review: “I was encouraged to see “Indian Horse”
by one of our Truth and Reconciliation group and am glad I did
before hearing of the controversy with supporting actor, William Strongheart. He had committed domestic violence and
sexually assaulted women, has issued an apology, and wishes
to reconcile, but there is a woman who still feels
wronged. That is terrible for her, but the movie is a haunting
story about the powerlessness of Indigenous children ripped
from their families and way of life. The main character, Saul,
got to keep his own name, as his parents, also forced to spend
their childhoods in residential schools, chose a Christian name
for him. Others were broken completely without even their
name to hold onto. The deep shame and guilt felt as a sexual
assault and residential school survivor crushed Saul's passion
for hockey, where he had great talent and found a sense of
freedom as a child. Failing to succeed or find joy is crushing,
and his silence nearly kills him in adulthood. There is some
healing but it is so difficult for him to find. Religion was used
as a weapon in that school system and it was painful to watch,
but, cinematically, the movie is very well done. I strongly feel
it is an important story, because those who don't know their
past are doomed to repeat it.”

EASTER , HOSPICE, & CONSECRATION OF SUSAN BELL
THE MOSES MYSTERY
The Egyptian Origins of the
Jewish People Gary Greenberg
Pereset Press 2008
Although the bible says Israel's
formative history took place in ancient Egypt,
biblical scholars and Egyptologists have constantly refused to
explore the role of Egyptian history and literature on the origins of Jewish religion. The Moses Mystery attempts to set the
record straight. Based on extensive research into biblical and
Egyptian history, archaeology, literature and mythology,
Greenberg argues that the first Israelites were Egyptians.
Greenberg is a senior trial attorney with the Criminal Division of Legal Aid in New York City and president of the Biblical
Archaeology Society there. Greenberg argues that "the refugees departing Egypt during what later became known as the
Exodus were native Egyptians, devoted followers of the pharaoh Akhenaten.
This Pharaoh believed in one god, and destroyed the temples where many gods were worshipped. According to Greenberg, Moses was his chief priest, and would also follow the
Pharaoh’s belief. When civil war broke out, in an effort to get
control of the throne, Moses and the followers of the one god
fled from Egypt.
With extensive research, Greenberg shows that Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob were characters from Egyptian mythology, and
the twelve tribes of Israel never existed. The presence of Canaanite, Greek, Egyptian & Israel beliefs led to a variety of conflicts and schisms. Shortly after King David the many beliefs
became fused into believing in the one true God. Deacon Rob

Easter-flowered altar,
joyful trumpet, and the
St. Cecilia Singers (Jr.
Choir). Dofasco Chorus
raised over $3,000 for
our new hospice. Abp.
Colin Johnson presided
at the consecration,
Huron Bishop Linda
Nicholls preached, and
bishops laid on hands.

ALL CANDIDATES MEETING
Dundas Baptist Church
May 31st 7.00-9.00 pm
Questions for the local candidates are being collected at all member churches of the Association
of Dundas Churches. They must be
received no later than noon on May 22nd.
Come and find out where the various parties stand
on the issues of the day, so you can be an informed voter on June 7th.
Want to know more about your faith, and how to
live it in all parts of your life?
is made for laypeople, and offers
small-group adult education on the Bible, Church
History, Christian Ethics and Interfaith Dialogue,
with Theological Reflection at its core. The St. James
group meets on Monday evenings from September
to May. Register with Peter Davison for 2018-2019.
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Doug Crosbie
Do you remember buying your first
house? Do you remember signing the
mortgage papers and the trepidation that
came with the ‘OMG-what have we done
‘feeling? We do! We bought our first
house in 1964, in the picturesque community of Aldershot. It was a pretty little Cape Cod style home situated
on a 236 foot long ravine lot near the RBG, and below our
ravine was the Hendrie Valley Park. Our long single driveway sloped down to the back yard, but we did not have a
garage. With 3 bedrooms, one bath and an easy drive to
Joe Brant Hospital where Nancy worked as an RN in the
Pediatric Ward, it was perfect for a newly minted DINKs
(double income, no kids) couple. To complete this picture
of almost domestic perfection we bought a Wire-haired
Fox Terrier puppy, and because it was near Easter, we
called him Simon Peter, or Simmy for short. Simmy was a
real people magnet and in a short period of time we knew
most of our neighbours and their kids. There were lots
and lots of kids, most were in the 8-14 age group, but
there were also a few preschoolers. The kids for the most
part were well behaved and there never any problems
finding a ‘baby-sitter’ for Simmy if we had to go somewhere and leave him behind.
Our neighbor across the street had a larger family comprised of a few older teens and also twin, 4 year old boys.
These little guys were the original creators of mischievous
deeds. What one didn’t think of the other did. As an example, one day they took a neighbour’s garden hose and
put it into his open basement window and turned on the
tap. They rang doorbells, untied dogs, and switched
newspapers lying in neighbours’ driveways. Their parents
told everyone they were just boys being boys! Our driveway was directly across the street from our neighbour’s
driveway and from their place to ours, it was like one long
sloping bowling alley. The twins took full advantage of
the slope and would ride their wagon from the top of
their driveway to the bottom of ours, coming to a stop in
a short privet hedge at the bottom of our driveway. Fortunately their dad put an end to that practice as they almost
got hit by a car when they were crossing the road.
One Saturday morning Nancy had taken our car, and
had gone grocery shopping so our driveway was empty. I
was sitting at our dining room table doing some paperwork when I looked across the street and saw that the
twins’ grandmother had arrived for a visit. Her vehicle
was a 50’s model with a stick shift that she kept in so-so
condition. She exited the vehicle, slammed the door and
proceeded into the house. Shortly after, I noticed the
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twins playing around the car, and soon they were inside
it. Looking up again from my paperwork, I noticed the car
was moving, rolling backwards out of the driveway. It
took me a second or so to realize that Grandma wasn’t in
the car but the twins were. They had obviously jiggled
the gear shift into neutral and were now rolling across
the road and entering our driveway. I dropped everything and ran out to try to stop it. By the time I reached
our driveway the car was already half-way down it, and
hanging up briefly on the privet hedge, it proceeded over
the hedge and into our lot. Picking up speed it rolled toward the ravine at the bottom of our lot. No one had witnessed this event so I began shouting ‘help, help’, knowing full well that nobody could help at this point. I ran as
quickly as I could but couldn’t overtake it. Looking at the
terrified faces of the boys looking out of the backseat
window at me trying to catch up with the car was horrifying.
But then a miracle happened. Our neighbor, Leo, had
built a garden shed near the bottom of his lot and not far
from the edge of the ravine. There were very few fences
on our lots and fortunately none between our place and
Leo’s. For some inexplicable reason, just as the car got
within a few feet of the shed, it suddenly executed a
sharp right turn, and since the right side of Leo’s lot was
on higher ground, the car came to a stop on the incline.
The boys, laughing and crying at the same time, tumbled
out of the car, and by this time Grandma and the boy’s
Mom had realized what had occurred and came to their
rescue. I know the boys were in the back seat. I know no
one else was in the vehicle. I know the car made an abrupt right turn just before it would have gone over the
embankment at the end of our lot, likely toppling into
the ravine. I don’t know how that sharp right turn happened but I do know that God really loves little boys,
even mischievous ones!
House Tour this year will be on Saturday, December 1st. As
summer approaches, preparations will truly get underway.
Something a little different is planned for this year. As part of
Dickens Lane, we will have a church craft table - with crafts
supplied by the St. James family. We hope, if you are making
crafts (any kind, be it pottery, knitting, sewing, Christmas ornaments, anything handmade), you will consider donating
some of your handiwork to House Tour. It does not need to
be a large item. Small often sells more easily!! We look forward to receiving an eclectic mix of handmade crafts. During
the summer months we may have one or two craft evenings all would be welcome - watch out for more details.
We look forward to an exciting & successful tour in 2018.
Lil Stewart, House Tour Chair

When I was a child, our neighbourhood
was full of children. We lived across from a
park so having someone to play with was never a problem. Of course, until we were 9 or 10
years old it didn’t matter if it was boys or girls,
we played with everyone. Then of course, as
most often happens, the boys for awhile were perceived to
have cooties and then certain boys were dreamed about. We
girls invented a club with rules and fees and fun. Many of us
all went to the same public and high school, and we joined
the clubs, sports teams and attended events planned by
adults. Long after the club ceased to exist we remained
friends who loved and supported each other.
Organizations are an important part of our society and
much is gained by becoming a part of one or several groups.
Our new Bishop, Susan Bell, in her address at her consecration quoted Archbishop of Canterbury William Temple, “The
church is the only organization formed to serve people who
are not its members.” There is so much truth in that statement. The early church - that is the first 300 years of Christian
communities meeting in various locations mostly in the Middle East - was known for and drew new members because of
the care they provided for those whom no one else even considered worthy of a second glance. That tradition, founded on
the teaching of Jesus, should always be the priority of the
community of followers of Christ, and with your help we do it
well at St. James, and will continue to do so in the future. At
present we are continuing our varied Outreach ministries,
including bringing a single woman to join her mom and siblings here in Hamilton, as well as a family of four to join the
wife’s family, and hopefully by the time you read this a family
of four who are a part of the Al Rahmo family whom we
brought to Hamilton in 2016 will have arrived. When we all
pull together so much more can be done with less effort, and
camaraderie thrown in for good measure.
That said, it certainly doesn’t means that we also don’t
simultaneously care for our members. St. James membership
has a growing elderly population who have served for many
years and now some are unable to serve. Because of this
growing number the amount of time spent on pastoral care is
ever increasing. At the other end of the age spectrum we
have a growing number of young families where both parents
work and where time is at a premium. As always, it will be the
group in the middle who will fill in the gaps.
Celebrating Pentecost—the birth of the church— is a reminder of how each of us is a part of the body of Christ, and
when we work together in community, helping to bring heaven to earth, we are at our best.
Blessings, Jean

Respect your parents—they passed school
without Google

If you have known the pain of losing a loved one to dementia, you may understand something of my own experience.
Last September I was desolate at the thought of my life partner no longer living with me. We had a special relationship,
which included his empathy for me – though I later came to
understand that this was also a symptom of the progression
of his disease, and that I had not been able to deal with the
reality of his illness as well as I had believed.
My step-daughter Carleon, however, understood my partner’s need for institutional care, and my own need to be relieved of the stress under which we were living. She acted
accordingly, even though I was not emotionally ready to face
this harsh reality. A few weeks ago, I suddenly realized how
much she had understood the situation, and how my stress
level was now greatly diminished. I now believe God acted
through my step-daughter’s courage and action, for which I
shall always be grateful.
Thanks be to God for this discovery of how the Spirit works
through the compassion of family and friends. I pray that others will be so blessed in times of need.
Pat Johnson

On April 25th some sixty people showed up for a grant application workshop led by stewardship officer Lisa DiVito and
Doug Flanders. Each participant received a binder of helpful
information, and Lisa and Doug presented slide shows and
dealt with questions. They made three things very clear: (1)
That there’s a lot of money provided by governments and
foundations which churches can access. (2) It’s very important
to understand the goals of the granting bodies when framing
one’s requests. (3) We need to be professional in the way we
present our requests. The evening was both helpful and entertaining, and Lisa and Doug were thanked for their presentation.
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and
for
those
of us
who
are
older

Caroline Sharp’s Lenten Program included walking the labyrinth and practising ‘artio divina’, plus ecumenical Lenten devotions and
lunches supported Routes Youth and the new Dundas Hospice, and Hamilton-Haldimand regional clergy were briefed on dementia.

Meanwhile, ‘back at the ranch’ (below) Caroline Sharp displayed her preaching skills, ‘Anglican refreshments’ provided a segue from Evensong to delicious roast beef dinner with all the trimmings, we enjoyed another series of
Lenten organ recitals, and the focus on children’s ministries (which includes the ministries OF children as well as
ministries TO children) is attracting more younger families. Are we moving from ‘survival’ to ‘growth’?

