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We live in a 24/7, non-stop world. We’ve become so accustomed to this that one of our great frustrations is being kept
waiting; and one of our great fears is silence or stillness. Yet
we talk of ‘being driven to distraction’ - too busy to know
who we are or where we’re headed. In a society where we’ve
been reduced to mere consumers of goods and services, merchants leave no gap between holidays. Hallowe’en quickly
gives way to Christmas, allowing no room for anticipating
what Christmas is really about. By the time it arrives, it’s already over. Advertisers thrive on distraction—and so do politicians who don’t want us to be actively involved citizens.
Donald Trump isn’t the only leader who practices the politics
of distraction as a tool of his fascist agenda. In quoting his
outrageous tweets, the media act as his minions, while often
ignoring what he does behind the scenes. Many commentators have noted how the USA today increasingly resembles
Nazi Germany in the 1930s. So to what kind of world are we
looking forward? Or are we sleepwalking towards disaster?
Advent’s twin themes are ‘a new beginning’ and ‘end of
the world’. This is because some things have to die before
new life can emerge. Even as we anticipated the birth of the
Messiah, Advent used to ask us to consider ‘The Four Last
Things’ - death, judgment, heaven and hell. These are unpopular topics in our secular, death-denying society; but they are
forcing themselves into our consciousness as climate change
warns us we have only a few years to turn things around.
Much will depend on the choices we make today. And these
choices are both individual and collective, personal and political. As we prepare for Christmas, we remember it’s a season
of hope—and hope leads us to act. There’s no place among
us for despair or, even worse, indifference. If, as the incarnation reminds us, God can become one of us, we too must become involved for the sake of humankind and all creation.
Advent is primarily a wake-up call—especially if our busyness is really a form of sleepwalking towards disaster. It’s a
reminder to ‘stop, look, and listen’ for the signs of God’s presence within us and among us. As each week we light the four
candles of hope, peace, joy, and love on the Advent wreath,
we open ourselves to ‘The One Who Is To Come’, we seek to
make peace with one another, we rejoice in the new life
about to be born in us and among us, and we open ourselves
to the divine love which really does make the world go round.
Here at St. James we’re also anticipating the choice of a
new parish priest to come to us in the new year. What will we
expect, not only of that person, but of ourselves? What new
life do we wish to see born in us and among us? May we indeed have great expectations which lead us into a hope-filled
future. And may we wake up, not only to the challenges, but
to the opportunities which lie before us. Peace and joy to all!
Peter Davison

Services
Dec. 1st
Holiday House
Tour & Bazaar
Dec. 2nd
ADVENT 1

8.30 am Eucharist
10.30 am
PARISH EUCHARIST

Dec. 9th
ADVENT 2

8.30 am Eucharist
10.30 am
PARISH EUCHARIST
6.30 pm
ECUMENICAL
ADVENT WALK

Dec 16th
ADVENT 3

8.30 am Eucharist
10.30 am
PARISH EUCHARIST

Dec. 23rd
ADVENT 4

8.30 am Eucharist
10.30 am
PARISH PAGEANT
& EUCHARIST

Dec. 24th
CHRISTMAS EVE
7.00 pm
Family Christmas
Eve Service

Children are invited to
dress as angels, shepherds or animals as we
re-enact Bethlehem
and join in a simple
eucharist.
A 40-minute service
designed around children.

10.00 pm
TRADITIONAL
‘MIDNIGHT
MASS’

but designed to
get you home
well before midnight

Christmas Day

PHOTOS FROM OUR LIFE TOGETHER
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EfM meeting in the Parlour
José Zarate & Peter Davison
had coffee at Esspresso
3. Parish Council Meeting
4. Lynn, Nora & Diana tidied up
this storage room
5, 6, 7. Robert Morrow organized
100 tolls of the bell on Remembrance Sunday evening
8. Sue Carson’s family photo—
the woman at the centre lost
her husband and all her sons
in WWI
9. Some 30 people of all ages
took part in tolling the bell,
and people lined the street to
listen.
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Mavis Grace Reeves
Grant, O God, that we may so know and
serve you in this life that we may, both now
and in the life to come, rejoice in your abiding presence, and in the communion of all
your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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In Memoriam, Bishop Joachim Carl (“Joe”) Fricker
On November 5th Joe Fricker was buried from Christ’s Church Cathedral, where he had served as Dean before becoming Suffragan Bishop
of the Credit Valley in the Diocese of Toronto. Before that (from 19651973) he was rector of St. James, where his family largely grew up, and
which they remember fondly.
For many, those were among the glory days of St. James—a time of
great creativity and liturgical renewal, and Joe was one of the leaders
of that movement, not only locally, but nationally. To his wife, Shirley,
his children, Michael, Stephen, Andrew, Lisa and Ann Elizabeth, and to
all his extended family, we offer our condolences, along with our
thanksgiving for his wonderful ministry.
If you have stories of Joe you would like to share, please do so, and
we can publish them in the next newsletter.
Many of us regarded Joe as a great priest and bishop, and as a prince
of a human being.
May he rest in peace and rise in glory!

Presented by the choirs, people, and
clergy of St. James's Anglican Church on
Sunday, December 23rd, 2018 at 4 pm.
This year is the 100th Anniversary of
the first Carol Festival held at King's College, Cambridge (England). It was a remake of a Carol Festival held
in 1880 at Truro Cathedral. The Festival has been copied around
the world, and continues to this day at King's College. Come and
hear the story of the Angels, interspersed with Christmas Hymns
and Carols, each reflecting one of the Nine readings. Music by Ord,
Lau, Shaw, and so on, will be sung by the combined Choirs. A few
favourites such as 'Adam Lay y Bounden', 'Coventry Carol', 'Ding,
Dong, Merrily' and 'A Boy is Born’ (composed by London, Ontario
musician, Bert Van der Hoek) are some of the highlights. Christmas
hymns will be 'Once in Royal David's City,' ‘Hark the Herald Angels
Sing', 'O Come, All Ye Faithful', to name a few. The St. Cecilia Singers will be singing John Gardner's 'When Christ Was Born of Mary
Free’, along with joining with the parish choir. For many, attending
the Festival is the start of their Christmas Season: we welcome you
to make it be yours.

Rob Roi’s Sept. 2nd Homily
Season of Creation

Starting yesterday, Sept. 1st to Oct. 4th,
our Niagara Diocese observes The Season of
Creation… CREATION!
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. We heard that and we’ve read that all
of our lives. However, the science community call the
beginning The Big Bang. The Big Bang is a scientific theory about how the universe started, and then made the
stars and galaxies we see today. The universe began as a
very hot, small, and dense super force with no stars, atoms, form, or structure.
Now this was not a little fireball somewhere in space
because there was nothing, no space, time, matter, or
energy – absolutely NOTHING! It is called the big bang,
but there was no explosion. Imagine taking an infinitesimally little balloon and blowing it up to the current size
of our universe, and it’s still growing. All of this took
place 13.7 billion years ago. Regardless of how it happened, there was an act of creation. Improbable but true.
It all seems too precise for it to have happened by
chance, and more and more scientists are starting to believe that creation was caused by an intelligence designer.
In the beginning God created light and darkness, then
the waters, the firmament and earth. Then came vegetation, then creatures, and finally humankind. Through
many, many years of scientific investigation and study,
scientists agree with the writers of Genesis - that’s how
we evolved beginning four and a half billion years ago.
Science does not lead to religious conclusions. Science
is about explanation. Religion is about interpretation.
Science takes things apart to see how they work. Religion
puts things together to see what they mean. Each has its
own logic, its own way of asking questions and searching
for the answers. The way of testing a science hypothesis
is to do science not read scripture. The way of testing
religion is to do religion. Religion and science share
much, but in particular they share faith. As Einstein is
quoted ‘…science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind…’
The universe has no outside, and we ourselves are an
integral part of the universe we are trying to understand.
Neither is there any outside to the world of human
thought. Therefore, the story of the universe must be
told not only from in the universe but from within the
world of the human mind – the right side is religion,
while the left side is science.
So far, we are being told that, at present, there are
200 billion galaxies each with 100 billion stars, and only
one planet so far, Earth, seems to be finetuned for the
emergence of life. And the Lord God formed man of the

breath of life; and man became a living soul. Science tells
us the six most common elements of life on earth, which
are more than 97 percent of the mass of a human body,
are the same elements that are abundant at the center of
our Milky Way galaxy. In other words, you and I are mostly
stardust. We are physically related to all other forms of life
on the planet, and if we go far enough back in time we find
that we share a common ancestor with every other species
that ever lived. The universe has managed to survive for
billions of years without Homo Sapiens. How then can we
claim to be the ultimate purpose of creation?
The survival of religion is the greatest improbability of
all. The world has changed beyond recognition since the
Middle Ages. Religion has lost many of the functions it
once had. To explain the world, we have science. To control it we have technology. To negotiate power, we have
democratic politics. To achieve prosperity, we have a market economy. If we are ill we go to the doctor, not a priest.
If we feel, guilty we go to a psychotherapist; we have no
need for a confessor. If we are depressed we take Prozac.
Faith would seem redundant in the contemporary world,
and yet it is far from disappearing.
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks sums it up nicely in his book THE
GREAT PARTNERSHIP, Science, Religion, and the Search for
Meaning. He writes, “Religion and science, the heritage
respectively of Jerusalem and Athens, products of the twin
hemispheres of the human brain, must now join together
to protect the world that has been entrusted to our safekeeping, honouring our covenant with nature and nature’s
God – the God who is the music behind the noise, the Being at the heart of being, who’s still small voice we can
hear if we learn to create a silence in the soul; the God
who, whether or not we have faith in him, never loses faith
in us.”
Deacon Rob

And Bob Morrow likes
this version of Creation!
1 In the beginning, God created the
Heavens and the Earth and populated the Earth with broccoli, cauliflower and spinach, green and yellow and red
vegetables of all kinds, so Man and Woman would live long
and healthy lives.
2 Then using God's great gifts, Satan created Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream and Krispy Creme Donuts. And Satan said,
"You want chocolate with that?" And Man said, "Yes!"
and Woman said, "and as long as you're at it, add some
sprinkles." And they gained 10 pounds. And Satan smiled.
3 And God created the healthful yogurt that Woman might
keep the figure that Man found so fair. And Satan brought
forth white flour from the wheat, and sugar from the cane
and combined them. And Woman went from size 6 to size
14.
(continued on next page)

4 So God said, "Try my fresh green salad." And Satan presented

Thousand-Island Dressing, buttery croutons and garlic toast on
the side. And Man and Woman unfastened their belts following
the repast.
5 God then said, "I have sent you heart healthy vegetables and
olive oil in which to cook them." And Satan brought forth deep
fried fish and chicken-fried steak so big it needed its own
platter. And Man gained more weight and his cholesterol went
through the roof. God then created a light, fluffy white cake,
named it "Angel Food Cake" and said, "It is good." Satan then
created chocolate cake and named it "Devil's Food."
6 God then brought forth running shoes so that His children
might lose those extra pounds. And Satan gave cable TV with a
remote control so Man would not have to toil changing the
channels. And Man and Woman laughed and cried before the
flickering blue light and gained pounds.
7 Then God brought forth the potato, naturally low in fat and
brimming with nutrition. And Satan peeled off the healthful skin
and sliced the starchy centre into chips and deep-fried them.
And Man gained pounds.
8 God then gave lean beef so that Man might consume fewer
calories and still satisfy his appetite. And Satan created McDonald's and its 99-cent double cheeseburger. Then said, "You want
fries with that?" And Man replied, "Yes! And super-size
them!" And Satan said, "It is good." And Man went into cardiac
arrest.
9 God sighed and created quadruple bypass surgery.
10 Then Satan (who probably lived in Ontario) created Cuts to
the Health Care System. Amen.

Book Review
THE FOLLY OF GOD:
A Theology of the
Unconditional
John D. Caputo
2016 Polebridge
Caputo explores the idea that
the real interest of theology is not God, especially not God as
Supreme Being, but the unconditional. The Folly of God continues the radical reading of Paul’s explosive language in 1
Corinthians about the stand God makes with the nothings
and nobodies of the world. Caputo writes, “God is not a
highest being but the very being of beings, the light of beings, the “deep,” boundless, ceaseless, illimitable, unrestricted resource of anything and everything, of every word or
distinction between words that we utter. That means that
everything we say about God is “symbolic”… say that God is
all God, but that God is in all things and all things are in
God.” Caputo firmly believes that the road constructed from
Nazareth to Nicaea needs to be deconstructed.
This book does not elaborate what we were brought up
learning as Christians. But it should get us thinking in a new
and challenging way.
Deacon Rob

Worship and Life at St. James
We have had many special services this fall at St. James,
partly because of unusual circumstances, and partly because of calendar quirks. On September 9th we had our
parish picnic and Homecoming Sunday. Despite the
rain which drove us indoors, we had a good time, and
celebrated the many ministries in which we share. On
September 23rd, we focused on our shared grief following Jean Archbell’s death, gave thanks for her life
among us, and looked towards our future and the
choice of a new priest. The results of this were shared
with the parochial (selection) committee and with all of
you via e-blast. On September 30th we celebrated St.
Francis Day and the Season of Creation with our annual
blessing of animals. This was followed on October 7th
with our Thanksgiving Sunday eucharist. On October
21st our worship was followed by the excellent presentation by wardens Sandy McIntosh and Mike Anderson
of our Parish Profile, leading into the selection process
by Bishop Susan and our parochial committee. On October 28th we inaugurated our monthly liturgy geared to
participation by our children and youth. Rowan, Louis
and Ella were great in reading lessons and leading the
Prayers of the People. November 4th was All Saints
Sunday, when we commemorated the faithful departed
and the Jewish victims of the Pittsburgh massacre. This
was followed by Remembrance Sunday on November
11th and the tolling of our bell 100 times that evening.
Thanks to all, and on to Advent and Christmas!

SOME THOUGHTS ON TRUTH
& RECONCILIATION
Ten Totally Transparent Settler Excuses
It’s not fun to be reminded of the privileged position colonialism has given settler society. After teaching a course in
education for the past few years, I’ve heard a lot of excuses
from undergraduate students; they range from the most
well-intended to the most overtly racist. Each excuse is a
strategy to avoid confronting a difficult side of history,
both in Canada and the U.S. - a history that must be
acknowledged if we are to move forward. Here are 10 of
the most common settler excuses I have heard and the nononsense responses they deserve:

By Annette Furo. In GEEZ magazine,
The Decolonization Issue 39, Fall 2015.

Defending:

extensive documentation and thousands of testimonies
shared by survivors of the intergenerational trauma inflicted by the residential school system overshadows the small
amount of redemption to be felt in uttering these words.
Thank goodness a new era of enlightenment was ushered
in with the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the Bill of
Rights. Now no one ought to have an excuse.
Rationalizing: “That was how they thought back then.”

Victim blaming:

“They don’t help themselves”. What
do you suggest? Either we help them – and history knows
that can be a disaster – or they help themselves to be
more like us: more educated, more economically productive, more exploitative of the planet.
Making oneself a victim: “I encounter discrimination too.” Shouldn’t that make you even more able to empathize with the discrimination of others and stand in solidarity for change? If you feel a twinge of guilt in the pit of
your stomach, you’re not alone. The history of colonialism
is complicated, and participating in decolonization is going to feel uncomfortable sometimes. Settlers, this is

“My ancestors were immigrants who
worked hard. I have the right to be here”. I’m sure they
did. So did mine. But, the seizure and occupation of Indigenous Peoples’ traditional lands is the injustice that made
our ancestors’ hard work possible.
Distancing: “But I wasn’t there.” Well, yes – if you had your chance to learn, acknowledge, participate
been around for the entire history of colonization in North in change, and stop making excuses.
America you would be 500 years old – and probably God. Thanks to Barb Carpio of the Truth & Reconciliation
You’re here now and we share the burden of undoing the Committee for sharing this piece with us.
legacy of colonization.
Disinterest: “It doesn’t concern me.” See the luxury
privilege affords you to tune out the uncomfortable topics and marginalized voices? As if race is only a coloured
person’s issue, gender only a woman’s issue, and colonialism an Indigenous issue.
Disgust: “They get free handouts from the government.” In this case, “free handouts” consists of: relinquishing land and sovereignty rights in exchange for a
long overdue financial settlement paying taxes, or inequitable funding in education and child welfare.
Divorcing (past from present): “Why don’t Indian people just get over it?” We’re talking centuries of
colonial oppression – from violated treaties and land
rights, to racially based legislation, to families and communities being undone by residential schooling, to persistent media bias, to disproportionately high numbers
of missing and murdered Indigenous women. I can’t get
over it, and I’m not even Indigenous!
Assimilating: “They should have to adapt.” So, no
more hunting buffalo? No, that’s not what I meant. No
more cultural traditions and language? They can keep
those. Continue to live in houses, go to school, and work
for a living? Yeah. But do all this while trying not to assert an identity or an opinion that threatens yours.
Making an example of the outlier: “Not everyone had a bad experience at residential schools.” The ex-

PETITION TO THE GOVERNMENTS
OF CANADA AND ONTARIO
On October 21st, Bishop Susan chose
to be ‘seated’ rather than ‘enthroned’ in
her episcopal chair, or ‘cathedra’ (whence
‘cathedral’ church). It was a lively service, and she
chose the occasion to remind us that God is always
‘doing a new thing’. This is to be expected with a
change of leadership, but she struck a joyful and
hopeful note to mark the beginning of her episcopate. May we all catch her enthusiasm!
On October 21st we approved the Parish Profile
prepared by the parochial committee as an important step in the process of seeking a new parish
priest for St. James. Special thanks were extended
to Mike Anderson and Sandy McIntosh for their
expert use of photos, and their production of an
accompanying video. We seem to be on track to
have our new priest shortly after Easter. Meanwhile, Peter thanks all of you for your own commitment to, and enthusiasm for St. James during this
time, and for your personal encouragement and
support.
SPECIAL THANKS TO ROB ROI AND MARG.
Rob has decided he can no longer continue his dozen years’ ministry as our Parish Deacon, preceded
by over 30 years as a layreader. In addition to Rob’s
stimulating preaching and artwork, He and Marg
have been faithful in ministering to our shut-ins,
and in some of our care homes. It is this he no longer feels able to keep up. We shall look forward to
honouring Rob and Marg in the New Year. Meanwhile, Rob will thankfully continue to preach once a
month.
Meanwhile, where is Ann Vander Berg? As
many of you know, Ann has been going through a
process of discernment for ordination to the diaconate, as she continues her work as a lay chaplain at
the Juravinsky Hospital. As part of this discernment,
she has been spending a few weeks at a time at the
Church of the Resurrection and St. John’s, Locke
Street, and will be sampling St. George’s, St. Catharines and St. Christopher’s, Burlington before
showing up here again in the New Year. If she is
ordained, she will continue her hospital chaplaincy.
Meanwhile, please keep her in your prayers as she
continues her process of discernment.
And of course, as noted on page 3, we give
thanks for the life and ministry of Joe Fricker
who, as Dean Peter Wall suggested in his funeral
homily, is probably conspiring with some of his old
liturgical pals to update the worship in heaven!

On November 4th and 11th sixty members of St. James signed the
following petition, which is being sent to our local MP and MLA,
and to the leaders of all parties in Ottawa and Queen’s Park.
We, the undersigned, note with deep concern the growing incivility in political and public discourse, and the disrespect for
truth and sound public policy. This is marked by personal attacks
rather than reasoned debate, by the embrace of deceptively simplistic language and narrow ideology, and by attacks on journalists who seek to expose falsehoods and lack of accountability.
We urge all legislators to raise the standard of political and public discourse, and to work, not only for their own election and
immediate political self-interest, but for the long-term wellbeing
of future generations, and of all people everywhere. This petition is sponsored by St. James Anglican Church, 137 Melville
Street, Dundas, ON, L9H 2A6
We encourage all our readers and your friends to send likeminded messages if you have not already done so. Our democracy and our children’s future are being threatened by the politics
of fear and narrow ideology.

St. James has long been blessed by generous members who
have been moved to support their church with special gifts. One
such gift is our new sound system, which replaces the old one
that, literally, blew in July. It uses the old speakers, which are of
high quality, but offers sound which virtually everyone can hear.
There was a malfunction of a small part in November, but we expect it to be fully operational for December and long afterwards.
The donor wishes to remain anonymous, but we are all grateful
for the generous spirit which inspired such a sacrificial gift.
Another parishioner also made a generous donation to the
work of St. James—again without wishing acknowledgment. Others have also given specifically for our work with refugee families—some with no direct connection to this church. And many of
you give generously of your time, talents, and treasure as you
can. You likely do not realize what a difference you make.
For all these blessings, and many more, thanks be to God!

José Zarate & PWRDF
José (see photo #2 on page 2) isn’t much at St. James because
his work for PWRDF (Primate’s World Relief & Development
Fund), largely with indigenous people in Canada and around the
world, keeps him travelling. You may be more familiar with Nora
Clevenger as she promotes PWRDF Christmas cards. When you
purchase these, you’re also supporting José and his work, which
also blesses us by doing good deeds on our behalf.

Adopt-a-Family & Winter Coat and Boot Drive
Thank you for your support of these two vital programs which
make a huge difference to needy individuals and families!

Joe Fricker presided at our patronal
festival sometime between 1965 & 1973

Marline Sarjeant did a wonderful children’s focus on change, aided by Jamie, who provided a
‘tree’ with falling leaves and a hint of new life to come. And BELOW the annual apple-piemaking binge in preparation for the 43rd Annual Holiday House Tour, Tea & Craft Sale.

The SHED BREWERY is a convivial place
to discuss all things spiritual!

END NOTES





Sunday School members preparing Advent banners—Hope, Peace, Joy, Love









Ella and Michael played heavenly music
on All Saints Sunday (Nov.4th). And we
celebrate the growing involvement of
children & youth in our worship.



Repairs to the baptistry window will now be covered by insurance—thanks
to David Ricketts and Sandy McIntosh for their hard work on this file.
A new metal ‘board’ with plaques for the names of those whose ashes
have been or will be interred in the scatter garden has been ordered.
The Pastoral Care Team could use a few volunteers to help with visiting
shut-ins, and with portering for monthly services at Wentworth Lodge and
St. Joseph’s Villa.
Our ANNUAL WINTER COAT & BOOT COLLECTION is proceeding apace.
Good, clean coats and boots, plus men’s mitts and hats are welcome.
Ellen Osler Home is working with other agencies on the WINDOW ON JUSTICE program, which assists federally involved women reintegrate into the
wider community. Gillian Hendry is chairing this group.
ADVENT CONVERSATIONS: 4 sessions on whom or what we worship, how
we do it, tradition and change, our own experiences, and what we might
look forward to. Wednesday evenings or Thursday afternoons. Do join us!
The MEN’S SPIRITUALITY GROUP meets on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday evenings
of the month. Its members have decided they would like to learn how to
do theological reflection, which looks at tradition, culture, our own experience, and our own opinions, and how to apply all this to every aspect of
our lives. Interested?
Our thanks to all of you who give what you can to support the various ministries of St. James. Our future as a parish will depend on a renewed sense
of discipleship, commitment, and generosity on the part of all of us. We
hope you will celebrate St. James, promote our work, and invite others to
join us in the exciting ministries to which we are called.
DON’T WAIT FOR OUR NEW PRIEST! HELP BUILD UP ST. JAMES NOW! AND
HAVE A GREAT ADVENT, A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS, AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

