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From Ashes to Easter 
LENT & EASTER AT 

SAINT JAMES 
March 6th- April 21st 

 

7.00 am  
Eucharist & Breakfast 

10.00 am  
Penitential Rite  

& Eucharist 
12 noon Lenten Lunch #1 

at St. Paul’s United Church 
7.30 pm Penitential Rite  

& Eucharist 
 

7.00 am  
Eucharist & Breakfast 

12 noon Lenten Lunches at 
St. Paul’s United Church 

7.00 pm  
Lenten Conversations 

 

 A simple service for all ages, 
followed by hot cross buns 

 

April 20th, 9.00 pm 

 

     We are Easter people. That doesn’t mean we 
don’t experience everything which comes before 
Easter. Christmas reminds us how God became one 
of us that we might become like God—which means 
we are to love one another as God loves us, identify-
ing with us in our sorrows as well as our joys, in our 
failures as well as our successes. The incarnation 
points to what is to follow—the growing of Jesus into 
maturity; his baptism and temptation to betray both 
God and himself; his identification with the least, the 
last, and the lost of this world; and his speaking truth 
to power which leads inevitably to his crucifixion. 
The forty days of Lent invite us to walk with Jesus on 
the way of the cross, confronting our own fears and 
temptations, and dying to our false selves in order to 
become fully alive, both as individuals and as a com-
munity of faith. 
     This past year we have tasted the pain of the Via 
Dolorosa, the path of sorrow. We have known sick-
ness and death, including the death of Jean Archbell 
our priest. We have grieved individually and togeth-
er, and we have been forced once again to ponder 
who we are, and what we are called to become. 
Shortly after we all read this newsletter, we may 
know who our new priest is to be, and looking for-
ward to the new life she or he will bring to this com-
munity. Lent reminds us that, to welcome new life 
into our midst, we must open ourselves to new pos-
sibilities.  Holy Week and Easter will invite us to en-
ter into Jesus’ own passion, death and resurrection, 
to renew our baptismal vows, and to taste the reality  
of ‘Easter triumph, Easter joy’. Our pilgrimage from 
ashes to Easter will be both individual and collective, 
and it will have the power to transform us if we allow 
it to do so. 
     The word ‘liturgy’ means ‘the work of the people’. 
Worship is not a performance provided by clergy and 
lay leaders for our entertainment, but a drama which 
calls us to enter in and play our own parts whole-
heartedly. We are all actors, and if we play our parts 
well we shall all be changed. Worship is, in fact, a 
whole way of being and living. 
     So what does it mean to ’play our part’? Lent is a 
season when we’re asked to renew our commitment 
as followers of Jesus by doing our best to participate 
in worship, and in the building up of this community 
of faith. What might happen if all of us decided to 
worship together Sunday by Sunday? What might 
happen if we all took part in the ecumenical Lenten 
lunches at St. Paul’s? What might happen if we took 
part in the Lenten conversations on Wednesday eve-
nings or Thursday afternoons? What might happen if 
more of us gave generously to the work and mission 
of our parish and the wider church?  
     Saint James relies heavily on the dedication and 
generosity of a relatively small percentage of our 
members. Its potential will be realised only if all of us 
pitch in, and all of us act out of gratitude and gener-
osity. Our transformation will happen only with the 
enthusiastic and consistent commitment of every 
one of us. And what a gift that will be as we welcome 
our new priest, and embark on a new adventure in 
our life together! Blessings to you all!                 Peter 
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Grant, O God, that we may so know and 

serve you in this life that we may, both now 
and in the life to come, rejoice in your abid-
ing presence, and in the communion of all 

your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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Treasures and Tea 
2019 - A new year! We are all probably cleaning 
up, organizing and perhaps finding “treasures” 
we no longer need or want. We can help you! 
We are planning another “treasure” sale, if we can get enough 
treasures. This is NOT a garage sale. That will come in June. We 
are looking for quality items. We have received some jewelry, 
crystal, pottery and china. As well, we would like to include 
evening wear, bags, stoles, gloves etc. this year. 
As well as the sale, we will have a tearoom featuring home 
made delights. 
We will feature some items in the Narthex to show the type of 
things we hope to have to sell and to inspire everyone to check 
and see what they can offer. 
The date for this event is Sat., May 11. Please think about how 
you might be able to contribute to the success of this fundrais-
er. We are all conscious of the financial situation at St. James. 
This is a way you can help. We would love to receive your treas-
ures as soon as you discover them. Please bring them in, clearly 
labeled T&T Any member of the team would be happy to re-
ceive them or to answer any   questions you may have. 
We will be looking for help for both the sale and the tearoom. 
Sign up sheets will appear in April but if you can’t wait until 
then to volunteer, give your name and area of interest to a 
team member now. 
The team 
Lynne Morrow, Audrey Nicol, Judith May,  
Lil Stewart, Jill Regoeczi 



 



Steve Bell Retreat 
Draws Over 100 People 
     On February 8th and 9th, noted singer-
songwriter Steve Bell gave a retreat  for about 115 
people at St. James. Its theme was “For the Jour-
ney—Refreshing Christian Faith and Spiritual Tradi-
tion for the Weary and the Wary”. In four sessions 
he spoke of the Trinity as revealing God as an ongo-
ing process of mutual giving and receiving; of wor-
ship as a journey from alienation to intimacy; of the 
liturgical year as the story that forms us; and of 
psalms, saints, and ancient prayers which continue 
to nourish the faith community. His talks were rein-
forced with his songs, and an easy style which en-
gaged his audience, many of whom braved the win-
try weather to drive from London, Kitchener-
Waterloo, Guelph, Toronto, and Burlington. 
     St. James was also privileged to have Steve as our 
guest homilist on February 10th. He treated us to a 
brief recap of his retreat themes, accompanied by 
three of his songs, one of which was a special trib-
ute to Christine Aiken. 
     Christine has been the contact person for all 
three of Steve Bell’s visits here. In addition to help-
ing with registrations, she and her crew of fellow 
EfM participants  (Nancy Dickson, Jackie Donnelly, 
Marg Garner, Carleon Hardie, Pat Johnson, and 
Mary Martin coordinated the refreshments on Fri-
day evening and Saturday morning, and the lunch 
on Saturday. Overall, about a dozen St. James mem-
bers participated  in the retreat. Our thanks to all 
who made this event possible. 

The Greatest Prayer    
John Dominic Crossan 
Harper One   2010 
In 1991 I read my first book 
on New Testament scholar-
ship - The History of Jesus by John Dom-
inic Crossan. It was the most difficult 
book I have ever read. I didn’t under-
stand much of it, even though I discov-
ered new information that I never knew 

about the New Testament.  This book wasn’t written for the 
average layperson. I now have several of his books that are a 
much easier read, and the latest The Greatest Prayer 
[Rediscovering the Revolutionary Message of The Lord’s Pray-
er]. 
Every Sunday, the Lord's Prayer is prayed in every Christian 
Church around the world. It is an indispensable element of 
the faith. John Dominic Crossan, one of the world's leading 
experts on Jesus and his times, explores this foundational 
prayer line by line.  In his prologue Crossan points out that it 
is a strange Christian prayer because it doesn’t mention 
Christ, church, Lord, and it doesn’t mention the next life heav-
en or hell. All of this, of course is because it’s a Jewish prayer 
from a Jewish Jesus; therefore nothing Christian or even Jew-
ish-Christian is present. For Crossan it is a revolutionary mani-
festo and a hymn of hope. He ends his book by writing ,“ it 
tells us justice is love, love is justice. That’s all we need to 
know on earth, and all we need to know.”                      Rob Roi 

 

Wednesdays 7 pm & Thursdays 2 pm 
“Knowing Who We Are & The Power of Story” 
March 13th and 14th  -  Knowing ourselves 
Jesus and the parable of the Prodigal Son 

March 20th and 21st  -  Knowing our neighbours 
Jesus and the parable of the Good Samaritan 

March 27th and 28th - Knowing God 
Images of God in the Bible and Today 

April 3rd and 4th - Imagining the future 
Paradise Lost and Regained –  

Our Fears and Hopes for the Environment 
April 10th and 11th - Myth, ritual and community 

Myths and Meaning – Celebrating the Common Good 
April 17th and 18th - From conformity to transformation 

Is That All There Is? – From a living death to becoming fully alive. 
 

Guidelines for Giving 
‘How much should I give?’  Jesus tells a story of a wid-
ow who gave a penny (all she had), compared with the 
ostentation of elites who did what was prescribed, but 
no more. Some people still give what they were taught 
as children, even though inflation would suggest ten or 
twenty times that amount. The ‘modern tithe’ recog-
nises that we give to more than one cause, and sug-
gests that we give the church $1.00 per week for every 
$1,000.00 of annual income. If the poverty line is 
$22,000.00, let’s start at $30,000.00. This suggests the 
following guidelines: 
Annual Income          Amt. per week         Amt. per year 
$30,000.00                       $30.00                     $1,560.00 
$40,000.00                       $40.00                     $2,080.00 
$50,000.00                       $50.00                     $2,600.00 
$75,000.00                       $75.00                     $3,900.00 
$100,000.00                    $100.00                   $5,200.00 
In the end, we give according to our love for God and 
the church; if we all gave what we could, St. James 
would likely have no money worries. 



LENTEN PASTORAL  
LETTER  FROM THE BISHOP 
Saturday, February 2, 2019 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
 

 Dear Friends, 

     Happy Candlemas! This is one of my favourite feasts 
of the Christological cycle. The end of the birth narra-
tive of Christ has some wonderful people: Simeon and 
Anna, who witness to the potential of the child Jesus to 
transform our lives – and indeed history itself. And 
those words, those thoughts, have been articulated 
ever since in the daily office.  They are part of our col-
lective heritage and they still describe our certain hope 
in Christ Jesus. 
     As the date of your annual vestry meeting approach-
es, and as you collect the reports of your many minis-
tries; vision forward for your budgets and make your 
plans for the coming year, I know that this is a season 
of industry. The busy life of a parish in all its good 
works and spiritual potential is the focus for this 
month. I pray that as you do all those things that you 
will also celebrate the faith, that certain hope that is 
the engine for all that you do in Christian community. 
May your vestries proceed well and hold the promise 
of another year of being the face and hands of Christ in 
your parishes and wider communities. 
     Over the next couple of weeks I will be at Canter-
bury Cathedral attending the Anglican Communion 
Conference for New Bishops. There are 31 bishops 
from around the Communion attending - from Mada-
gascar to Japan to India.  I am one of three Canadian 
bishops attending: The Right Reverend Nigel Shaw, 
Bishop Ordinary to the Canadian Forces and The Right 
Reverend Kevin Robertson, Suffragan Bishop of York 
Scarborough in Toronto are the other two. As we enter 
into the spiritual rhythm of the life of the cathedral, I 
will be lifting up our diocese in prayer every day. Our 
corporate task for these days is to consider the voca-
tion of the episcopate within the bonds of affection of 
the Communion. I am looking forward to this time 
apart very much – and to representing the Diocese of 
Niagara within a global context. 
     There’s a lot for us all to look forward to in the next 
few months. Last June at the Clergy and Licensed Lay 
Workers Conference, I’d asked you to try one thing to 
nurture your spiritual life, and consequently that of 
your parish. That request was committed to prayer for 
a few months by a group of people and this small idea 
has grown to something a little larger now. The invita-
tion to “One Thing” was born and introduced at our 
synod this past November. Watch for a launch of this 
initiative on the 11th of February. I look forward to 
hearing about how your parish takes up this invitation. 
We’ll have time to share our “One Thing” and  

encourage each other at our synod in the autumn.  And for our 
pre-Lenten day, we’ll have the pleasure of welcoming The Rever-
end Canon Dr. Todd Townshend, the Dean of Huron University as 
our speaker. The title for his addresses is: The Gift of Reconcilia-
tion: Preaching Good News in Lent. Dean Townshend teaches 
homiletics and contextual theology. I look forward to welcoming 
you all to St. Andrew’s, Grimsby on the 21st of February. 
     I do hope you’ll enjoy The Book of Forgiving for our Lenten 
book this year. Archbishop Tutu is an authentic and compassion-
ate guide through the journey of true forgiveness, release and 
healing. 
     Lastly, I’m excited about our Clergy and Licensed Lay Worker 
Conference speaker for this year: The Right Reverend Stephen 
Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford in the United Kingdom.  Bishop 
Cottrell is an engaging and sophisticated theologian and speaker. 
He’s been a good friend to the Canadian Church, and it will be a 
blessing to have him with us in Niagara in June. As details be-
come available about his subject, we’ll pass them on but please 
be sure to register now. 
     I hope that all these things are welcome signposts as you 
move through sacred time. I want to once again offer a special 
word of thanks for the warm welcome that you have extended 
to me as I make my way round to be with you in each parish in 
this first year. I have delighted in the chance to get to know you 
and our people.  I know from firsthand experience how dedicat-
ed you are to the ministry in which you are engaged and so 
please know that I hold you in my prayers daily. I appreciate all 
that you do across this beautiful diocese to make Christ known. 
Blessings to you and yours, 

 
The Right Reverend Susan J. A. Bell 
Bishop of Niagara 

   So, Longs, It’s Been Good to Know You! 
     David and Arlene Long have been with us for a number of 
years—David as an Honorary Assistant Priest and preacher 
extraordinaire, and Arlene in various lay capacities. They will 
take possession of a new condo in Mississauga to live closer 
to their children, which means attaching themselves to a par-
ish closer to home. It’s an understatement to say we shall 
miss them both, but hope they will visit us from time to time. 
Thank you, and Godspeed in your new digs. 

 

Lent 4 : March 31st (Refreshment Sunday & 
Mothering Sunday—original Mothers’ Day)  

    This is a good day for a party to say thank-you to Rob 
and Marg Roi, following Rob’s retirement as our Parish Dea-
con. Thankfully, Rob will continue to preach once a month. If 
you would like to contribute to a gift for Rob and Marg, 
please do so with a note to that effect on the memo line of 
your cheque or, if cash,  on the envelope. Donations should 
be received by March 24th, please. 



Wardens’ Report 
This is a copy of their report to the Annual Meeting 
     2018 started off well enough. True, most of the 
people charged with keeping the wheels on the 
church were newly appointed and still trying to figure 
out what they were supposed to be doing. Frances 
Ward had just signed over the parish administrator’s 
desk to Nyle Armstrong and Caroline Hier had agreed 
to take over the book keeping. The parish had just 
installed a new financial program that nobody could 
understand. Norm Read had been replaced as treasur-
er by Frances Price, and André Cholette had handed 
the church broom over to Feras Al-Kurdi. The corpora-
tion was not spared. Miriam Reed passed her church 
keys to Sandy McIntosh in the normal course of recy-
cling old wardens, but Donna Evans’ unexpected resig-
nation for health reasons resulted in the appointment 
of Mike Anderson as a second warden-in-training. Cor-
porate knowledge was in short supply.  
     But we made sure that the church wheels were still 
turning. In the lazy days at the beginning of 2018 we 
were trying to figure out how to stretch the $100 sur-
plus from the 2017 budget to cover the cost of repav-
ing the parking lot and replacing the flooring in the 
sanctuary. Then came the wind storm. In the after-
math Rector Jean’s eagle eye spotted that the large 
tower window had shifted in its frame. The inspector 
said that the window would need to be replaced. 
Parking lots and sanctuary floors fell off the bottom of 
our to-do list, but fortunately David Ricketts was able 
to persuade the insurance company to cover most of 
the cost. Replacing the window now occupies the top 
position on the corporation’s priorities. 
     Then came news of Jean’s sudden departure on 
disability leave and her subsequent much lamented 
death. It was a shock to the whole church. Not least of 
the corporation’s concerns was to keep the church 
wheels turning, which required the knowledge of such 
trivia as where the church hides its fuses, its light tim-
ers, and its surplus cash. This knowledge had been 
vouchsafed to Rector Jean who kept all those things 
close to her heart, and it left the corporation strug-
gling to pick up the many loose ends. We were ex-
ceedingly fortunate to have Bishop Susan, as one of 
her first episcopal acts, appoint our own Peter Da-
vison as priest in charge. Peter has gone far beyond 
the call of duty in taking charge at such short notice 
and keeping the momentum of the congregation go-
ing as we await the appointment of the new rector. 
The lay members of the corporation express their sin-
cere thanks for all he has done. 
     The building  does not stop falling apart just be-
cause we lose our rector. Earlier in the year the sanc-
tuary sound system was in the process of being gently  

repaired, when early one Sunday morning in the summer it 
uttered a loud cry and gave up the ghost. Rescued by a gener-
ous, but anonymous donor, we have now been able to install a 
new state of the art sound system to complement the renewal 
of the sanctuary lighting which occurred the previous year, but 
please take care not to trip over the cracks in the sanctuary 
flooring and watch out as you cross the church parking lot. 
     The appointment of a priest-in-charge is only the first step 
in replacing a rector. In the midst of taking over the financial 
and housekeeping management of the Church on short notice, 
the corporation was also required to convene the Parochial 
Committee. This solemn conclave consists of the lay members 
of the corporation and the lay synod delegates. It is charged 
with working with the bishop on the delicate job of selecting 
our next rector. The corporation met with the bishop in the 
late summer and decided to aim for a quick appointment. The 
first step was to prepare a Parish Profile that would project a 
sufficiently stunning picture of the parish that our dream can-
didate would be sure to apply for the job. Peter arranged for 
congregational input, the corporation created a draft, and the 
Parochial Committee moulded these into the document that 
was finally presented to the congregation and sent to the bish-
op for posting on the internet in early November. Applications 
were in to the Bishop by the end of the year. In the new year 
the Parochial Committee will interview potential candidates 
and make a recommendation to the bishop. 
     As we enter 2019 we look forward to meeting our new in-
cumbent and starting a new chapter in the church’s history 
with a sadder and wiser corporation. 

So What Else is New? 
     The Parochial Committee, consisting of the wardens and 
synod delegates, met with Bishop Susan in February, and re-
ceived a short list of candidates for the position of rector. They 
decided what questions to ask of the candidates, arranged 
times and places for interviews, and have met with our region-
al archdeacon, David Anderson. All being well, the name of 
our new rector will be announced in late March, with a likely 
start for this new ministry at the beginning of June. Please 
pray for our bishop and the committee as they seek to discern 
the best person to be our new priest. 

Want some help to live your faith? 
EfM (Education for Ministry) offers you serious 
individual study and the benefit of small-group 
discussion, plus Theological Reflection on all 
aspects of our lives. Current participants have 
described their experience as transformative. 
If you would like to sign up for the 2019-2220 
year, please speak now to Peter Davison or 
Carleon Hardie, or a current group member. 



     The Green Team will be hosting a table in the Nar-
thex after church during Lent.  Please stop by to read 
and talk about ways that you can reduce your water use 
and act in a more sustainable way with the greatest 
resource that we have.  
     Also available will be the same postcards that we 
used last year – Give It Up For The Earth For Lent. 
     Please check the poster in the kitchen that shows the 
new city guidelines on recycling.  Four items are no 
longer accepted in the blue bin.  From now on no black 
plastic - of any kind, Styrofoam, coffee cup lids or small 
bottle tops are accepted.  Remember to cut off zip locks 
on plastic bags before putting washed ones in the blue 
bin.  
     The Hamilton City Composting Facility is open again 
but there is a new rule here too.  Only food waste 
should be put into your green bin; any garden refuse 
needs to be placed in the big brown paper bags.  Please 
remember to keep plant material separate so the com-
posting facility can work correctly. 
      Thanks from the Green Team.  

There is a coffee sign-up sheet on the hallway bulletin 
board.  One new idea suggested by Richard Hansen is to 
have church groups sign up to “do” a Sunday – so it is-
n’t just up to one person. Please consider being the first 
group to sign up, whether you are Green Team, Altar 
Guild, Choir, Men’s Group, Sacred Circle Dancing or the 
Knit Group we all appreciate the coffee after church.  
Designate a group leader who can arrange for different 
people to be responsible for filling the coffee and tea 
urn before church, putting out the cups/sugar etc., 
turning on the urns at the appropriate time and  wash-
ing up afterwards.  Training can be given if needed - but 
let’s fill the sheet a.s.a.p.  

 Tuesday Organ Recitals  
    Our Popular Lenten Series 
        Tea & Coffee Provided 
   Bring your lunch and a friend 
                        March 12th 

Christopher Dawes, Rosedale Presbyterian, Toronto 

March 19th 
Simon Walker, St. Jude's Anglican Church, Oakville 

March 26th 
Stephen Boda, Timothy Eaton Memorial, Toronto 

April 2nd 
Andrew Elmhirst, St. Christopher's Church, Burlington 

April 9th  
Andrew Adair, St. Mary Magdalene Church, Toronto 

Recitals begin at 12:15 pm. $5.00 per concert 

Abstinence, 
Indulgence & Humour 
Lost on a rainy Friday night, a 
priest stumbles into a monastery 
and requests shelter there. Fortu-
nately, he's just in time for dinner 
and was treated to the best fish and chips he's ever 
had.  After dinner, he goes into the kitchen to thank the 
chefs. He is met by two brothers, "Hello, I'm Brother Mi-
chael, and this is Brother Francis." "I'm very pleased to 
meet you. I just wanted to thank you for a wonderful din-
ner. The fish and chips were the best I've ever tasted. Out 
of curiosity, who cooked what?" Brother Michael replied, 

"Well, I'm the fish friar." Father turns 
to the other brother and says, 
"Then you must be...." "Yes, I'm 
afraid I'm the chip monk..."  

 

WEDNESDAYS IN  LENT   
SIMPLE EUCHARIST  

& LIGHT BREAKFAST 7.00 am 
A great way to start your day, and still be on 

your way by 8.00 am in time for work or 
school. Join us for faith, food, and fellowship. 



 PHOTOS FROM OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 

28 

1-11 Holiday House Tour was a great success in every way. 12 Advent Organ Recitals were greatly 
appreciated. 13-14 The Advent Walk began at St. James and finished at Knox Presbyterian Church, 
drawing about 350 participants. 15-18 Rehearsals for the Christmas Pageant and the real thing, all 
much appreciated. 19 Clare Stewart came to celebrate her parents’ 50th wedding anniversary and 
preached on Dec. 30th.  20-21 Ella Conner enjoyed her little sister Grace’s baptism on January 13th.  
22-25 Week of Prayer for Christian  Unity  Prayer Celebration. 26 On February 24th Ella and Chloe 
were invested with their choir surplices.  27 –28  Many people were inspired by Steve Bell’s retreat, 
which combined teaching and music, and his own story about his journey in faith. 


