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Greetings from our new 

Priest 

God’s Rainbow People 
 I grew up in a small town where the predomi-
nant colour was grey. Even the impressive 
11thcentury castle down the road, was built of 
darkest ragstone, and the façade of Rochester 
Cathedral, prior to its impressive restoration 

some years later, was blackened by centuries of pollution.  
       But, I discovered this magical place via my cub leader, Akela; 
a place with a bright green copper roof, and a deep blue carpet, 
clean pine pews and bright flowers at the Altar, embroidered 
stoles, and air full of music, a hall full of games and people full of 
kindness, words full of meaning and meetings full of tea and 
cake! It wasn’t a big church, but it was a church that mattered to 
its community and where worship was simple and meaningful. It 
was where people made a community with Jesus at their centre 
and invited me to do the same alongside them. It was those peo-
ple and their faith that made the colours of that place vi-
brant. That community was my home until I was 18 and left for 
university. 
       Since that time, I have lived and worked as part of many 
church communities, each different, each teaching me some-
thing new about Jesus as we have sought to follow, embody, 
worship and proclaim. God is incarnate in her people in so many 
places and ways and it has changed over the years.  I am excited 
that the next home on this pilgrimage for me will be at Saint 
James, Dundas; and I am eager to be part of the next chapter of 
your life as God’s people. In a world that has changed so rapidly 
and where the needs are so acute, there has never been a more 
important, exciting and challenging time for God’s people to live 
their faith passionately. 
          My first Sunday in the parish will be 14thJuly and I’m look-
ing forward to meeting you, getting to know you, and sharing in 
your ministry. I’ll be bringing with me my love of cats, musicals, 
Saint Francis of Assisi, and Daleks… and if you don’t know what a 
Dalek is, you soon will! 
         May God enlighten our hearts, embolden our faith, in-
crease our love, and show us what it is to live vibrantly as God’s 
rainbow people. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snapshots from our Lenten Life Together 

 

The Association of Dundas Churches provided six Lenten lunches at St. Paul’s United Church, with pas-
tors and catering groups pairing up to serve soup-and-a-bun or sandwich lunches, along with brief acts of 
worship led by local pastors. (2nd from bottom) Over $2600 was raised for Dundas Hospice. Grace Reed 
was able to return to church on Lent 2/St. Patrick’s Day, and was greeted by Chris Maxted. Dave Archbell 
enjoyed the strawberries and whipped cream with his pancakes and sausages on Shrove Tuesday, and 
on March 26th we thanked Rob and Marg Roi for their diaconal ministry over many years to shut-ins.  
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Rest in Peace 

Irene Taylor  
Donna Evans   

Eric Richard Cannon   
Catherine Pearl (Kay) Eckenrath   

June Christine (Chris) Maxted   
Mary Beth Munn  

Jessie Emma Pauline Strang 
Pamela Ann Walker 

Grant, O God, that we may so know and serve you in 
this life that we may, both now and in the life to come, 
rejoice in your abiding presence, and in the commun-
ion of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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Editorial 
     This issue of HAPPENINGS comes almost exactly a year after 
Jean Archbell’s last Sunday with us. On May 27th, 2018 she went 
into hospital, was diagnosed with terminal cancer, and died on July 
1st. Along with her family, we went through the various stages of 
grieving, while we faced our need to look to a future with new 
leadership. The wardens and synod delegates who formed the pa-
rochial committee met with Bishop Susan, developed the parish 
profile, and early in 2019 began the process of discerning from a 
promising list of candidates who should be our new priest. On April 
28th the announcement was made that Mike Deed will be coming 
to us from the Church of the Resurrection, Hamilton. The grief of 
that parish at his departure is a sign of how blessed we are to be 
welcoming him on July 10th, with his first Sunday being July 14th. 
     I have been privileged to serve as your interim priest-in-charge 
on two occasions. Both times have seen the choice of clergy very 
different from their predecessors. Jean brought her own special 
gifts to us, and Mike will bring his. I believe it is good to experience 
significant change, because every leader has strengths and weak-
nesses; and each one challenges us in new ways.  The danger of 
wanting ‘more of the same’ is that we end up nitpicking about mi-
nor issues rather than focusing on the bigger picture. 
     I believe we are in for an exciting and creative time with Mike 
Deed. But  he is going to need the active support of all of us if St. 
James is going to face the challenges of this time. He will challenge 
all of us to grow in many ways, but I believe we need this, and are 
ready to respond with excitement and enthusiasm. 
     As for myself, Sabine and I will continue to be members of St. 
James; but I must bow out from my ‘up front’ roles. I will continue 
to value your friendship as fellow members of this community; but 
I will not be available to provide pastoral services other than as 
back-up when requested by our new rector. It may have been help-
ful to have a familiar face in the aftermath of Jean’s sudden illness 
and death, but it is not helpful to anyone if your interim pastor can-
not let go and leave gracefully. That said, thank you all more than I 
can say. That we have been able to navigate through a difficult time 
has been due entirely to your loyalty and support, and your for-
giveness of my own shortcomings. I have also been grateful for the 
support of my fellow honorary assistants—Carol Overing, Rob Roi, 
and David Long. It was with much regret that we said farewell to 
David and Arlene at the beginning of May. As a ‘sixties’ poster said: 
“For what has been, thanks! For what is to come, YES!” And, as Tiny 
Tim said, “God bless us every one!” Peace and joy.          Peter 



BOOK REVIEW              
Did Jesus Exist?   
Bart D. Ehrman   Harper One  2012 

In this book, written to counter 
the idea that there was never 

such a person as Jesus of Nazareth at all, 
Ehrman sets out to demonstrate the historical evidence 
for Jesus' existence, and he aims to state why all ex-
perts in the area agree that "whatever else you may 
think about Jesus, he certainly did exist." He points out 
that, technically, we cannot prove a single thing histori-
cally. All we can do is give enough evidence about a 
certain historical claim. He claims there is no hard, 
physical evidence for Jesus, nothing written by Jesus 
and no eyewitness accounts. Paul, writing a few years 
after the death of Jesus, speaks about Jesus believing 
that he really lived, was a Jewish teacher, and that he 
died by crucifixion. Paul was so convinced that Jesus 
was the Jewish messiah that he used the term Christ 
[messiah] as one of Jesus’s actual names. He also knew 
that Jesus had brothers and that one of them was 
James, a personal acquaintance of his. 
     Ehrman surveys the arguments Christ mythicists 
have made against the existence of Jesus since the idea 
was first raised the question at the end of the 18th cen-
tury. In his conclusion, Ehrman points out that Jesus 
would not recognize himself in the preaching of His fol-
lowers today. His world was not ours, His concerns 
were not ours, and – most striking of all – his beliefs 
were not ours. Ehrman writes,” Whether or not Jesus 
existed is completely irrelevant to the question of 
whether or not God exists”.                      Deacon Rob 
 

St. James Art Gallery      

     So far this year we have hung artists every month. In 
January, Anita Thomas with her aviation photography; 
February, Jackie Bird with her colorful and intricate 
paint capsules; March, Maria Connelly with her variety 
of floral and winged interpretations; April, Amanda Im-
mures’ large, impressive portraits;  and James Gum-
merson until the end of May. Many of us are familiar 
with Cootes Paradise, which his paintings depict. Nearly 
all our artists have sold at least one of their pieces for 
which they have generously donated some funds to St 
James. Artists’ openings were quite well attended, and 
James Gummerson dropped in after church to speak 
with parishioners. In June a number of women will be 
hanging their work, organized by Ruth Oldham. They 
will host an opening after the 10.30 service on June 
2.  Finally, we hope to have our own parish artists dis-
play their work during the summer. Thanks to all who 
uphold the tradition of ‘Art in the Sanctuary’.                 
Christine Roper Aiken, Curator 

Wardens’ Report 
     This March and April, in addition to observing Lent, the 
members of the Corporation, together with the Synod Dele-
gates, were busy visiting churches and interviewing candidates 
who had responded to our search for a new rector. When we 
had completed the last interview we sat down with a sigh of 
relief. All that remained was to decide which candidate would 
best match our needs. It took us a whole ten minutes to agree 
to recommend Mike Deed’s name to Bishop Susan, and Mike 
accepted the Bishop’s offer with equal alacrity. We now look 
forward to his arrival among us in July. 
     With the new rector chosen, the Corporation was able to 
get back to its regular business, some of which had been put 
on hold during the search. You will recall that the tower win-
dow was dislodged from its moorings during the wind storm 
last spring. Sandy has been busy obtaining quotations for its 
replacement and we now hope to have the new window in-
stalled during the summer. Thanks to David Ricketts, the cost 
should be mostly covered by our insurance, a blessing for 
which we are grateful. 
     Even if you have not accidentally fallen into one of the pot-
holes, you will have noticed that both the parking lot and the 
driveway are long past their best-before date. Last year we 
obtained some scary quotations for their repaving, but with 
our other distractions this item fell off the to-do list. We have 
now decided not to put out the begging bowl and commit the 
parish to a large expense until we have a chance to consult 
with our new rector. As a stopgap this summer we will fill the 
worst holes in the parking lot with patching compound. 
      We continue to review our finances so that we can give 
Mike a good account of where we stand. Some of our major 
donors have recently passed to a higher place where they are 
no longer troubled by worldly concerns. Their mantle has fallen 
to us who remain, and the Corporation will be giving some 
thought to the matter of how to raise, as well as how to spend, 
the money needed to keep the church running. 
      We welcome Mike and Jenna Anderson’s new son, and 
Pyper’s new brother, Tommy, born on May 10th, and who has 
already made his church debut. Peter’s work in the rector’s 
office and sanctuary during the interregnum have far exceeded 
the call of duty and it has been a great pleasure working with 
him. We plan for a smooth transition and look forward to an 
equally happy relationship with Mike. Just be sure to wear 
your name tag on July 14th as we welcome him to his new 
ministry among us.  
      David Brown, Sandy McIntosh, Lil Stewart, Mike Anderson 

Legion & Cadet Church Parade 
On June 2nd we welcomed Branch 36 of the Royal Canadian 
Legion and members of the local cadet corps to St. James. 
Peter Davison presided and preached. The service also com-
memorated the 75th anniversary of the D-Day landings in 
France—an event which changed the course of World War II 
and the lives of all of us.  Photo on page 5. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus


Association of Dundas Churches 
     The Association of Dundas Churches (ADC) has been 
celebrating over fifty years of ecumenical cooperation. 
This was celebrated this year in an article in the Specta-
tor and Dundas Star News.  The Association has been 
active in starting or supporting Dundas Community Ser-
vices, the Food Bank, Routes Youth Centre, Ellen Osler 
Home, the Truth and Reconciliation movement, 
ECOWHAM (Ecological Churches of West Hamilton), 
the weekly community dinners, the annual Advent 
Walk and Lenten Lunches, an ecumenical float in the 
annual Cactus Festival, political all-candidates meetings 
and, in 2017, an interfaith celebration of Canada’s 
150th Anniversary. 
     The clergy of the association meet monthly to share 
common concerns, and the ADC Council also meets 
monthly to plan and coordinate various events. This 
year there will also be an ecumenical Prayer Service on 
September 22nd at 3.00 pm in the Dundas Driving Park. 
We will gather at 2.30 pm and start the service at 3.00 
pm. Bring your own chair, and there will be potluck 
desserts and lemonade afterwards. 
     This year will have seen a number of leadership 
changes in ADC. Helen Prior has been interim pastor at 
St. Paul’s United Church for the last two years. She will 
be succeeded by new lead minister Jim Cairney in Sep-
tember. St. Paul’s is also welcoming a new youth and 
pastoral care minister in the person of Alison Playfair. 
St. Mark’s United Church is also saying farewell to in-
terim minister Lorna MacQueen and welcoming new 
pastor Peg Taylor. St. Augustine’s Roman Catholic 
Church is saying farewell to Fr. Bob Love and welcom-
ing its first married priest, Fr. Scott Whitfield and his 
family. And of course we are about to welcome Mike 
Deed as our new priest. 
        Each of the ADC churches has two lay members on 
its council. Ours are Norma Coe and Anne Washington. 

Outgoing ADC Secretary Mary Anne Tangney presents 
her annual report to the Association of Dundas Church-
es Council Meeting on May 23rd at Life Community 
Church on King Street. 

 

Five of our 
Members 
Graduate 
from EfM 
Jackie Donnelly, 
Irene Schmidt, 
Carleon Hardie, 
Christine Aiken, 
Nancy Dickson 

‘What is EfM?’ 
you may ask. 
EfM stands for ‘Education for Ministry’ - not a program for 
would-be clergy, but for laypeople who wish to explore their 
vocation to baptismal ministry. EfM started at the University of 
the South, Sewanee, Tennessee (an Anglican-Episcopal univer-
sity) in 1975, as people emerged from a highly clericalized  
church into realizing that all of us are called to ministry. EfM is 
a small-group process for groups of six to twelve people. We 
meet weekly for 36 weeks a year over four years. First year 
covers the Old Testament, second year the New Testament, 
third year Church History, and fourth year Christian ethics and 
interfaith relations. All years practise Theological Reflection 
around how we can apply our faith to all aspects of our lives. 
On May 26th five members of our group received their gradua-
tion certificates. They are Christine Aiken, Nancy Dickson, 
Carleon Hardie, Jackie Donnelly, and Irene Schmidt. All of them 
will tell you how EfM has been transformative for them. If you 
think you might be interested in joining EfM for 2019-2020, 
please speak to any of the graduates or to Peter Davison. 

(1) Vets and cadets parade to St. 
James on June 2nd. (2) This young 
lady keeps the beat at choir prac-
tice. (3) Pam Walker (with brother-
in-law Gord) smiled her greetings 
to us all a week before she died. 
(4) Tea & Treasures workers take a 
break from their preparations. 
(5)’The Nook’ encourages our bud-
ding artists. 

1 2 

3 4 

5 



Thanks to Irene Schmidt for submitting this ‘golden oldie’ which 
still gives us a few chuckles. 

 

 

Christian Apologetics in Our Time 
     What do we mean by ‘Christian Apologetics’? Most of us 
may think it has something to do with apologies for sexual 
and other abuses which have been so much in the news. 
Certainly this is part of what it means. After all, the church 
has never been perfect. It is made up of frail and fallible 
human beings who, despite our best efforts, make mis-
takes. Shortly after his accession to the papacy, Pope Fran-
cis was asked, “How would you describe yourself?” He  
replied simply, “A sinner.” 
     Traditionally, however, and in a larger sense, Christian 
Apologetics has been about explaining church teachings 
and practices, not only to its own members, but to the 
world as a whole. This has been necessary because, in 
many ways, Christian faith defies conventional wisdoms. 
After all, it is based on Jesus, who embraced humility and 
compassion as a way of life, and attacked the political and 
religious establishment of his day for its hypocrisy and love 
of power. Even Jesus’ own disciples didn’t get what he was 
all about until after they had experienced his resurrection. 
      While many of us grew up taking the church for granted 
as part of the establishment, we now live in a world where 
all creeds are questioned, and we have to be able to ex-
plain our faith, not only to others, but even to ourselves. 
To do this, we sometimes have to find a new language. 

This shouldn’t surprise us, because scientists and philoso-
phers have all had to find new ways of explaining the uni-
verse.  We are moving out of the so-called Age of Reason, 
with its reliance on either/or logic, into a time when we 
have come to see truth as mysterious and paradoxical. It’s 
not that we should abandon reason, but that we accept 
there are other ways of knowing too. 
     This is why we have men’s and women’s spirituality 
groups which explore the ways faith offers us  meaning and 
purpose. It is why educators know that education is not 
just about the Three Rs or even the STEM subjects of sci-
ence, technology, engineering and mathematics. Music 
and the arts are also essential to our development, what-
ever the present provincial government may say. 
     St. James encourages adult education as well as its 
youth education programs. The Women’s and Men’s Spirit-
uality groups provide forums for discussion of current 
questions, and the EfM (Education for Ministry) takes peo-
ple through the Old Testament, New Testament, Church 
History, Christian Ethics and Interfaith Relations—all cou-
pled with theological reflection on faith and life. 
     So, if you would like to know more about your faith, and 
increase your ability to explain it to others, come and join 
us as we journey in faith together. 

Welcome Back, Ann Vander Berg! 
Ann has been going through a process of discernment with 
a view to ordination as a vocational deacon. Some of you 
have encountered Ann as a chaplain at the Juravinsky Hos-
pital, where her ministry is significant. Ann has also been 
exploring the ministries of several other parishes and re-
flecting on her experiences. It is good to have her back 
with us. 

Successful Sales and Summer Givings 
Two recent fundraisers did more than raise money for the 
various ministries of our parish. Many people were in-
volved in planning, setting up, and making everything run 
smoothly. Thank you to all who participated and made 
both events a success. ‘Tea and Treasures’ realised well 
over $4,500.00, and the Garage and Bake sale brought in 
another $1,750.00. Also, please remember to keep up 
your donations throughout the summer. It helps a lot if 
you can give in advance before you go on holiday. Thanks 
to all of you for your support! 

 

St. James Sunday School Program  
will run throughout the summer 
Some people say, “Children are the church of tomorrow.” 
Nothing could be further from the truth. Our young people 
are a vital part of the church today. They will continue to 
take part in our regular Sunday worship in the summer, 
and our church school will continue to offer inspiration and 
creativity. Special thanks to  our dedicated teachers and 
activity supervisors who make all this possible. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another Successful  
Women’s Weekend 
St James Women’s Weekend held April 5-7 2019 at 
Loyola House - Ignatius Jesuit Centre in Guelph. What a 
fantastic weekend with all these Women and thanks to 
our speaker Alison Bastarache, topic “Accessing your 
Energy”.  Great food and  Fun and Games evening.  See 
you all next year!  Marline Sarjeant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Highlights 
     A recent article pointed out how a growing number of 
evangelical ‘megachurches’ have rediscovered liturgy, includ-
ing the calendar, the common lectionary, and weekly com-
munion. They have found that people want more than praise 
choruses, star preachers, and choirs which perform for an 
audience rather than leading people in worship. This comes 
at a time when many of us see worship as an optional ‘drop in 
when you feel like it’ event. They have discovered that the 
liturgy is designed for our participation at an ever deeper lev-
el—that myth and ritual can help us plumb the depths of our 
own psyches and become more than isolated individuals. Fa-
miliar words and actions can of course become mere rote 
lacking any depth; but the proper use of these same familiar 
words and actions can lead us beyond mere novelty and al-
low us to explore more deeply their meaning for us. There is 
considerable evidence that more people, growing up rootless 
in a secular world, are being drawn to ancient traditions and 
a new sense of  discipleship and community. 
     Here at St. James we often take all this for granted, not 
realising what a treasure we have to share and to offer. Holy 
Week and Easter offered us a time of powerful story and dra-
ma, as we participated in the Passion, death and resurrection, 
and ongoing celebration of Easter. At Parish Council in May, 
many commented on the power of the liturgies, especially 
Good Friday’s Way of the Cross, and how everyone took part 
physically. People also appreciate the monthly participation 
of our young people as readers and leading the Prayers of the 
People. Perhaps we, too, can find renewal in our rediscovery 
of liturgy and its power to transform us. 

Photo by Angela Alexander Roper 

Summary of May 19th Parish Council  
Despite it being a holiday weekend, fifteen members of 
parish council gathered after church. The outreach 
committee was planning a meeting for May 28th, focus-
ing on Homecoming Sunday (Sept. 8th) and a formal 
welcome for our new rector. We decided to have our 
June picnic and informal worship on June 23rd at 10.30 
am. We undertook to explore a second railing for the 
stairway to the lower level. Christine Aiken reported on 
summer art displays. The wardens will meet to discuss 
applications for grants re: property improvements. We 
hope to patch the potholes in the parking area shortly. 
Plans to replace the baptistry window are well under-
way. We plan to provide moral support to our refugee 
families after financial aid has finished, and two other 
refugee projects are on hold. Sunday School is doing 
well, with attendance up.  We also received reports on 
Adopt-a-Family and Pastoral Care, and will thank Jane 
Beckett for her leadership on Pentecost Sunday. We 
were sustained by sandwiches, and concluded with The 
Grace at  12.50 pm. Thanks to all for your dedication! 



  More Pictures of our Life Together—Holy Week & Easter 2019 
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1. David Long’s farewell sermon. 2. Arlene and David 
Long display a Deborah Doran goblet gift. 3. David and 
Arlene cut their farewell cake. 4. The SHED group’s last 
gathering with its founder, David Long. 5. More of the 
SHED group. 6-7. Making palm crosses for Palm Sun-
day. 8-9. The children enjoyed the Easter Egg hunt 
after Easter Sunday Eucharist. 10. Getting ready for 
filling the dumpster with unneeded ‘stuff’. 11-15. Hap-
py volunteers, including the Al Rahmo family, helped 
fill the dumpster. 16. Mike Anderson proudly holds 
newborn Thomas David. 17. Jane Beckett presents a 
white rose to the Andersons to welcome Tommy into 
the St. James family. 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 


