
Rector’s Reflections 
What’s New?   

Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 
    and rivers in the desert. (Isaiah 43.19) 

Some of you may have heard of the Welsh poet R.S 
Thomas, who was an Anglican priest and lived 
from 1913-2000. In his poem ‘Pilgrimage’ Thomas 
writes that we Christians worship such “a fast God, 

always leaving, even as we arrive”. He expresses a  challenging truth 
for us, that the God we worship is a God of  constant movement, 
change and challenge. Not that Godself changes, but God’s work in 
the world means God is never static, and those who take on the name 
‘Christian’ and become disciples are going to be constantly trying to 
keep up! It’s an implicit consequence of the words we pray daily - 
“your Kingdom come, your will be done”. 
     These words were very much on my mind as I started here at Saint 
James this past month as Rector; God has been doing so much here at 
Saint James for many years and I’ve got a lot of learning to do to catch 
up. I want to express my thanks to all those who have welcomed me 
so warmly and shared so much of the ministry story of Saint James in 
the past weeks. A particular thanks to Canon Peter Davison who has 
handed over his care of Saint James with such patience and diligence.  
     But where is God calling us to next? What’s God going to do in the 
coming years here at Saint James? Those are questions that will excite 
and challenge us. If God is ‘doing a new thing’ we want to be on board 
with it! On September 29th (Feast of Saint Michael and All Angels) I 
want to invite everyone to join me for a Pizza lunch after church 
when, through conversation and some brainstorming, we will start 
discerning the next steps on our pilgrimage of faith in Dundas.  
     On October 6th, at 5.30pm we will celebrate the ministry of our 
church community and the new beginning we are offered at the       
official ‘induction’ of a new Rector. Please join us then also, as we  
together hear the call of Jesus to the disciples to ‘follow me’. 
     May God grant us the wisdom to see where the journey leads us, 
courage to step out in faith, and joy in doing so! Amen. 

 
F.A.Q: Why does Mike wear a ‘T’? 

     Mike has often been asked about the wooden ‘T’ 
that he wears about his neck. 
It is a form of the cross called the ‘Tau Cross’ named 
after the Greek letter it resembles. The shape of the 
letter tau or ‘T’ was interpreted as a version of the 
cross from early on in Christian spirituality and writing. 

In some early copies of the New Testament the ‘T’ is used as an abbre-
viation for the cross. It is also considered a symbol of salvation be-
cause a passage in Ezekiel (9.4) talks about the sign of the ‘T’ being 
marked on the forehead of those who are ‘saved’. 
     Most commonly today though, the ‘T’ is associated with Saint  
Francis of Assisi, who used it throughout his life as the form of the 
cross of Christ, and signed his writings with it. It is used to this day as 
the ‘cross’ symbolizing the order of the Franciscans. It is beautiful for 
its simplicity appearing as a human figure with hands stretched out, 
reminding us not only of the crucifixion, but also the radical welcome 
and service of Christ. 
     Mike’s Tau is carved from olive wood and was brought back from 
the Basilica of Saint Francis in Assisi. 

Sunday 
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 PHOTOS FROM OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
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1 Holiday House Tour planning meeting.  2 On a very hot June 9th (Feast of Pentecost) Edwina Trick, along with some 70 others, 
was confirmed by Bishop Susan at Christ’s Church Cathedral. 3 On Trinity Sunday (June 16th) leftover Pentecost balloons encour-
aged the play of our younger members.  4 , 5, and 6 The June picnic Sunday featured hotdogs and hamburgers (cooked by Garth 
Hattersley), outdoor worship, and face-painting for Mikaiah, Skye, and others. 7 and 8 Our youth again acted as readers and in-
tercessors on the last Sunday of the month, as well as joining fully in the worship. 9 On July 14th we greeted our new priest with 
a cake, which he cut with gusto! 10 Terry Fry, Carleon Hardie, A.J. Polk and Mark Mainprize carried an Association of Dundas 
Churches banner in the August 15th Cactus Festival Parade. 
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Holy Baptism 
Thomas David Anderson 

Rest in Peace 
Ding Ying (Marian) Yao 

 
Grant, O God, that we may so know and 
serve you in this life that we may, both 

now and in the life to come, rejoice in your 
abiding presence, and in the communion of 

all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 
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                  Editor’s Notes 
     This is a critical time in the life of the church in 
general and for St. James in particular. Our new 
rector has noted this in his preaching, but he has 
also reminded us that ‘crisis’ also means 
‘opportunity’. 
     Among other things, this is an opportunity to rediscover what 
faith is all about. I have often had conversations with people who 
have said, “I don’t believe in God.” But when I’ve said, “Tell me 
about the god you don’t believe in”, and after they have told me, 
I’ve said, “I don’t believe in that kind of god either.” This has usual-
ly led to some productive conversations.  Many church members 
also have doubts and questions, and sometimes conclude they 
have lost their faith. But our questions can also be an opportunity 
for deepening or re-framing our faith. This is certainly the experi-
ence of many who have participated in the Education for Ministry 
(EfM) program, designed to help us find an adult faith which helps 
us live more fully in all areas of our lives. 
     Mike Deed’s arrival is also a challenge and an opportunity. He is 
asking us to discern what God has been doing, and still wants to 
do, in us and through us. The point is, of course, that every single 
one of us, whatever our age or state of health, has a ministry we 
can exercise to the greater glory of God, and the well-being of the 
world in which we live. And I know we can do it. 
     Which brings me to say thank-you again to all of you who re-
mained so faithful during the last year, as we grieved Jean’s death 
and engaged in the long process of transition. You were generous 
in your thanks to Sabine and me as my time as interim priest-in-
charge came to an end; but the reality is that we did it all together, 
and there are many of you who, quietly and faithfully, carry out the 
ministry of the whole people of God in this place. I know Mike will 
be able to count on your ongoing trust and support as we enter 
this new phase of our life together.  
     Pages 6 and 7 of this newsletter offer a fine sermon preached by 
Catherine Rose in St. Andrew’s United Church, Kaslo, BC on July 7th 
of this year. Catherine reflects on the story of Naaman and Elisha, 
and how it might relate to our own task of Truth and Reconciliation 
with our indigenous peoples. And thanks to all of you who contrib-
ute in various ways, not only to HAPPENINGS, but to all of our life 
together. Blessings to you all.  Peter 



An Eventful Summer in Many Ways 
Mike’s Arrival 
     Mike Deed began work as our rector on July 10th, and we 
all felt his energy and enthusiasm as he prepared for his min-
istry among us. This became all the more clear on his first 
Sunday (July 14th), when he presided and preached with 
grace and humour. The response of parishioners has been 
equally enthusiastic. But it will be up to all of us to make sure 
our own commitment and enthusiasm match his! 

Sound System 
     Our new sound system has proven to be very beneficial to 
all of us. It has been ‘tweaked’ to extend the speakers to the 
narthex, the church office, and the Sunday School room 
downstairs.  

Baptistry Window 
     With help from David Ricketts, the baptistry window will 
soon be replaced. It had been damaged in a windstorm over a 
year ago, and most of the costs of replacement will be cov-
ered by our insurance, though we still need to raise about 
$15,000.00. Thanks, too, to warden Sandy McIntosh for all his 
work devoted to this project. 

Association of Dundas Churches 
     The Association of Dundas Churches again sponsored a 
float in this year’s Cactus Festival Parade. There has also been 
a significant turnover of clergy in Dundas. In addition to our 
own Mike Deed at St. James, St. Paul’s United Church has two 
new ministers in the persons of Jim Cairney and Alison Play-
fair; Scott Whitfield is the new priest at St. Augustine’s Roman 
Catholic Church; and Peg Taylor is the new minister at St. 
Mark’s United Church. Welcome to all of them! 

General Synod Highlights 
      In 2016, General Synod narrowly approved the blessing of 
same-sex marriages in the church. This decision had to be 
ratified at a second synod, held this year in Vancouver. It was 
ratified overwhelmingly by the laity and clergy, but narrowly 
failed to receive a two-thirds majority in the House of Bish-
ops. Hence it failed. But the synod had earlier approved the 
‘local option’ whereby individual dioceses can authorise same
-sex marriages  - and it now appears most dioceses will do so. 
     Synod also approved the establishment of an indigenous 
province within the Anglican Church of Canada, to be headed 
by  national indigenous bishop Mark MacDonald as its arch-
bishop. This is a significant step on the path to recognition 
and reconciliation. 
      Synod also elected Bishop Linda Nicholls of the Diocese of 
Huron to be our new Primate, succeeding the outgoing Pri-
mate, Archbishop Fred Hiltz. Despite the disappointments 
and tensions around the same-sex debate, there was general-
ly a mutually respectful conversation around issues, and 
some members described this General Synod as one of our 
better and more significant ones, well chaired by Archbishop 
Fred Hiltz and Chancellor David Jones. 

         Book Review 

HOW TO READ  
THE BIBLE & STILL  
BE A CHRISTIAN 
John Dominic Crossan   
2015 Harper One 

     When some of us read the Bible, we find God to be a 
little schizophrenic, telling us to stone sinners in one pas-
sage and then forgive them in another. Which is the real 
God? The God who advocates non-violence or the God 
who demands the slaughter of (his) enemies? Acclaimed 
Bible scholar Crossan grapples with Scripture’s two con-
flicting visions of Jesus and God, one of a loving God, and 
one of a vengeful God, and explains how Christians can 
better understand these passages in a way that enriches 
their faith. Many portions of the New Testament, intro-
duce a compassionate Jesus who turns the other cheek, 
loves his enemies, and shows grace to all. But the Jesus 
we find in Revelation and some portions of the Gospels 
leads an army. The key for Crossan in reading the Bible 
and staying a Christian is to focus on Jesus. Not the Jesus 
of the Bible, but the real Jesus. He finds the real Jesus in 
the Sermon on the Mount. He explains how different 
writers of the books of the Bible not only possessed 
different visions of God and Jesus, but also different pur-
poses for writing. Often these books are competing 
against one another, opposing visions of God and Jesus 
from the Bible itself. Crossan believes Christians must 
look at the Bible as a whole, even though scholars may 
see it as a collection of diverse works from authors from 
different backgrounds, theologies, and purposes. The 
church must deal with the Bible as a whole, as a revela- 
tion, as guidance for our lives today.               Deacon Rob                                           

Summer Art at St. James 
I hope you are enjoying the art that is displayed in our 
sanctuary for the summer months. After some confusion 
at the end of June, there are now four of us with art for 
your viewing pleasure. Five prints framed on canvas by 
Bob Morrow; two framed pieces by Rob Roi; three 
matted pictures by David Brown; and photos by Christine 
Roper Aiken. Our guest artist for September is Judy Blue 
Anderson.                                             Christine Roper Aiken  

Peter’s ‘Farewell’ 
July 7th was Peter Davison’s last Sunday as interim priest
-in-charge. A goodly number of people gathered after 
the 10.30 am parish eucharist for a lovely lunch for Peter 
and Sabine, accompanied by thanks for their ministry 
over the past year, and by gifts, including a stained glass 
Celtic cross to hang in one of their windows. Peter ex-
pressed his thanks to parishioners for their loyalty and 
support over this time, and he and Sabine look forward 
to being parishioners under Mike Deed’s incumbency. 



Wardens’ Report 
     The Corporation thanks Peter Davison for his un-
stinting efforts to help us bridge the transition be-
tween Jean’s resignation in the summer of 2018 and 
the arrival of the Reverend Mike Deed as our new 
rector a year later. Mike’s first job was to sweep his 
office clean and to chase out the seven devils he 
found lurking there. With his office organized the 
way he wanted, he invited us to our first meeting, 
where we welcomed him to take his place as head of 
the Corporation. During the transition we were cau-
tious about taking on large new projects, so we had a 
list of outstanding issues facing the parish which we 
presented to him. He then retaliated by presenting 
us with his own wish list. It made for a long agenda, 
but Mike steered us through it with a steady hand 
and sent us each off with a list of follow-up tasks.  
     Thanks to a generous anonymous donor our new 
sound system has been further tweaked. You may 
have noticed the extension speakers in the narthex, 
the Sunday school room and the church office, so if 
for any reason you are somewhere else in the church 
you can still hear the sermon, unless you find the 
knob that controls the speaker’s volume. The system 
has been tuned to give the best reception for our 
sanctuary; it has even been tuned to match Mike’s 
voice.  
     Following David Ricketts’ negotiation with the 
insurance company and Sandy McIntosh’s with the 
contractor, the paperwork  for the installation of the 
new tower window is now complete and work will 
soon begin on replacing the present window which 
was dislodged from its seating during the windstorm 
in the spring of 2018. Pray that we don’t have an-
other big windstorm before the new window is in-
stalled.  
     Like most churches, St James has its own collection of 
ghosts and poltergeists to keep the Corporation on its 
toes. Cracks are appearing in the church chimney and 
strange noises have been coming from the breaker pan-
els. For years the gremlins have been playing havoc with 
air conditioning in the Rector’s office, but the Reverend 
Mike had them all exorcised in his first two days in office.  
     The Corporation now has to wrestle with some big-
ticket items that are likely to stretch our budget. We will 
keep you informed.  
     Duly submitted for the enlightenment of the congrega-
tion of St James by: 

 David Brown, Sandy McIntosh,  
Lil Stewart, Mike Anderson  

Finances 
    Most of us don’t consider ourselves economists or finan-
cial wizards, though the best financial managers tend to be 
people who have to live below the poverty line. One thing 
good money managers know is that it’s easy to be 
spooked by big numbers. St. James’ finances have actually 
improved over the past year, but, as the wardens have 
reported, we are faced with some big-ticket items. In 
short, we need to raise an additional $20,000.00 quickly to 
cover some unforeseen expenses. 
     Lil Stewart has discovered that some ordinary plastic pill 
or condiment containers hold 20 twonies, or $40.00 each. 
It would take only 500 of these to raise $20,000.00. Or, to 
put it another way, if one hundred of us gave an additional 
$200.00 each that would enable us to reach that target. 
     One thing is clear—and that is that we need to look be-
yond a survival mentality to enthusiastic and generous 
giving of our time, talents and resources for supporting 
God’s mission through St. James. 
     We have faced challenges before. Can we do so again? 
As Anne Washington has reminded us, “YES, WE CAN!” 
 

Season of Creation & Nuclear-free World 
     Many churches have now designated the period from 
September 1st to October 4th (Feast of St. Francis of Assi-
si) as the Season of Creation.  The suggested theme for 
this year is “the web of life.” One million species are 
threatened by our lifestyle. Solving this challenge serves 
the Creator of all. The Sunday readings will all focus our 
attention on our interdependence, and our responsibility 
to care for the earth and all creation. 
     August 6th also marked the 74th anniversary of the 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki which ushered in the 
nuclear age. With the withdrawal of the United States 
from the anti-nuclear proliferation treaty and other belli-
cose actions by other nations, the ‘doomsday clock’ is now 
closer to ‘midnight’ than it has been for a couple of gener-
ations. A gathering in the Dundas Council Chambers on 
August 6th stressed the need for all of us to be vigilant, 
and to urge all levels of government to refrain from nucle-
ar rearmament, and to work for a total global ban on nu-
clear weaponry.  
      All present joined in the community affirmations which 
calls us to: (1) Act now for future generations. (2) Respect 
the sacredness of the earth and the sanctity of life; and to 
be at peace with all people of goodwill. (3) Affirm that our 
security rests not in weaponry, but in social justice for all, 
and a climate of cooperation and love. (4) To replace in-
difference with a struggle for peace, and a future free of 
nuclear war, oppression, and hunger. (5) With a choice 
between life and death, we choose life, so that we and our 
children may live. 
     The event was sponsored by the City of Hamilton Mun-
dialization Committee and Physicians for Global Survival. 



  “Diving Deep  
into a Strange River” 
St. Andrew's United Church, Kaslo, B.C.,  
July 7, 2019                          Catherine Rose 
     Two weeks ago I attended the Kootenay 
Faith Fest at Nelson United Church -  a gathering of 
churches and  faith communities in the new Pacific Moun-
tain Region of the United Church.  I went to a workshop 
called Transformative Leadership.  I didn't know really 
what I was signing up for as I had registered for the confer-
ence at the last minute and chose the workshop because it 
seemed an appropriate subject given this time of transi-
tion in the church.  It turned out to be a talk by Christo-
pher Horsethief, a Ktuxnana community educator, who 
spoke about his work in his community as his people 
attempt to reclaim their language - an effort that is inti-
mately linked to healing from the trauma of colonization 
and  rebuilding social relationships and collective problem 
solving capacity in his community. Right now there are just 
a handful of fluent speakers of Ktunaxa.  Language is so 
connected with people's identity, encoding a whole world 
view; when a language dies, a whole way of being in the 
world is lost.  The workshop was excellent and Christopher 
shared many stories that poignantly illustrated how the 
residential school system had struck at the heart of his 
people, in a way that can only be described as genocidal. 
He told a couple of stories that really moved me and left 
me thinking about this moment in the United Church now, 
and what transformational leadership looks like in our 
faith communities. 
     Christopher grew up in the United States because his 
grandparents fled Canada. They had lost their 4 eldest chil-
dren (all of whom would die violent deaths before the age 
of 30) to the residential school system. Determined not to 
lose any more children, his grandparents had taken their 
three youngest and crossed the border.  The thing that 
really came home to me, personally, was that his grand-
parents were refugees from Canada at about the same 
time that my family was moving out to BC to work in hos-
pitals run by the church  in communities such as Bella Coo-
la and Hazelton.  Hearing Christopher talk and comparing 
my family's story of life in the 1950's in BC with his some-
thing came home to  me about reconciliation that had 
been a little abstract before. 
     The other story that Christopher told  was about the 
first workshops that his community held as they began to 
work on  reclaiming  Ktunaxa.   He said that for the first 
few times they didn't get very far.  Community members 
would be working together -  on for example,  animals and 
how they are classified in Ktunaxa – and he would put up 
words for people to consider.   People would sit  at their 
desks, heads bent over their pencil and papers and no one 
no one would say anything and people seemed very un-
comfortable. Until one day  an elder woman stood up and  

asked, “Why are you doing this? Why are you making us 
sit here silently  doing pencil and paper tests?!”  He said, 
“I am not doing that.” She looked at him and said, “I know 
what you are doing,”  and she took her piece of paper and 
sat down beside another woman and they began working 
together and more people joined in…. People realized 
how much they had internalized the method of education 
they had been subjected to in residential schools – the 
focus on the learner as an individual, the rule that you sit 
still in your desk and don't talk to each other, and  the 
prohibition on speaking their language. All of this was 
deeply internalized  –  studying Ktunaxa made people in-
credibly uncomfortable - and they had to confront and 
unlearn their  education in order to work together to re-
learn their language. 
     Christopher talked about an “epistemology of unlearn-
ing.” Epistemology is the study of  knowledge – how we 
know what we do, and why we know that we are right.  
An epistemology of unlearning points to the importance 
of unlearning in the process of creating knowledge.  I 
googled the phrase and saw that it was used a lot by edu-
cators who are interested in the process of decoloniza-
tion. As Christopher's story shows, the Ktunaxa need to 
unlearn the “education” that they were subjected to in 
order to reclaim their language and identity as a people.  
     As non-indigenous people in the Christian church we 
also  need to unlearn the assumptions that have struc-
tured our relationships with First Nations communities. I 
know that when the need for reconciliation comes home 
to me personally, I feel deeply uneasy in my skin.  I have 
been shaped to assume a position of dominance in this 
culture, in ways that I have internalized, am most of the 
time unaware of and repeat unconsciously. How do I 
begin to unlearn these deeply embodied habits and as-
sumptions? Are there resources within our tradition that 
could support our unlearning for the sake of reconcilia-
tion? It occurred to me that the story of Naaman  in 2 
Kings  could be read from a decolonizing perspective. The 
Bible has gone hand in hand with the settler’s gun, but I 
think that this is a story that has a lot to teach about un-
learning for the sake of healing, reconciliation and justice. 
     Naaman's healing is one of a number of stories  in 1st 
and 2nd Kings that star the prophets Elijah and Elisha.  It is 
a kind of unusual story in this mix.  A lot of the stories 
about the prophets focus on their conflict with the kings 
of Israel for marrying foreigners, introducing the worship 
of other gods through these strategic marriages, and vio-
lating the principles of social justice embedded in the cov-
enant between God and Israel.  [When they are not di-
rectly battling with the kings, the prophets are performing 
miracles -  rescuing the people from debt slavery and star-
vation, and other ills created by kings intent on establish-
ing the nation as a great power – with a mighty army and 
a magnificent capital and a downtrodden peasant class.] 



     So it is striking that this prophetic story is about a mira-
cle done for a  foreigner, and not just any foreigner but a  
general in a foreign army that has defeated Israel in war. 
Naaman is presented sympathetically as someone who 
God has worked through and who is in need of healing – 
from some kind of disease that involves the loss of skin 
pigmentation – The NRSV translates the Hebrew words as 
“leprosy” but it means blanching.  Naaman  suffers from a 
kind of ghastly whiteness, Robert Alter tells us.¹ 
     When it occurred to me that the story of Naaman  - a 
man with relative power and privilege, who is uncomforta-
ble in his own skin, and in need of healing that can only be 
offered by the people of the land that he has helped con-
quer - could be read as a story about reconciliation, the 
story came alive for me. And so I invite you  to imagine 
your way into the story as Naaman with me,  and think 
about the process of unlearning that he must go through 
in order to find healing. I see four ways that Naaman un-
learns dominance in this story. 
     The first thing that Naaman needs to unlearn is his 
assumptions about the pathway to power – who knows 
and who can help him in his quest for healing.  It is ironic 
and kind of funny in the story that, although it is a slave 
girl captured in a war with Israel that first points Naaman 
in the direction of Elisha, Naaman's  instinct is to repeat 
what he has learned about power in the past, and go to 
the King of Aram for a letter of recommendation  to take 
to the King of Israel who he assumes commands the 
prophet.  This is a dead end, as the King of Israel only sees 
the  foreign general's request for healing as a pretext to 
start another war. Naaman needs to unlearn his assump-
tions about who is in the know, and learn to see an alter-
native  network outside of the structures of national mon-
archies - one that links the slave girl and the prophet -   if 
he is going to be healed.  
     The second thing Naaman needs to unlearn is  that he 
can acquire his healing in a way that will leave him un-
touched in a position of privilege.  When  Naaman turns 
down the blind alley with the King,  Elisha reaches out and 
offers to help him but Naaman almost blows his chance 
for healing again, in a huff of injured pride. Naaman brings 
his horses and chariots, his silver and gold and garments 
to Elisha's door  clearly expecting some kind of  grand per-
formance. Instead Elisha sends a message telling him to 
wash seven times in the river Jordan.  Naaman is incensed. 
Surely Elisha should at least have come out of his house 
and offered a dignified ritual?   If healing is simply a matter 
of washing in a river, the mighty confluence of  rivers in 
Damascus are far superior to this “muddy rivulet”.   Again, 
as Alter points out², it is his servants, those outside the 
official network of power, who step in, convincing him to 
do what seems simplistic and beneath his dignity. Naaman 
needs to learn that the rivers  back home where he is a 
mighty general are not going to offer him the healing he is  

seeking. Instead he must be willing to become a child again, 
immersing himself in a strange river  until this lesson is 
deeply embodied. 
     Naaman's healing as a relational process takes time – 
and this is the third thing that Naaman  needs to unlearn:  
the idea that healing is a quick transaction. Naaman has 
to  immerse himself seven times in the river Jordan in order 
to be healed.  The number seven is a number that signifies 
purification in the Bible – so it has that ritual significance – 
but surely it also signifies an action that needs to be repeat-
ed and repeated in order for the learning to sink 
in.  Naaman needs to bathe in the river Jordan again and 
again until the process of unlearning is deeply embodied – 
and he can see it for what it is - a mighty sacred river. 
     This brings me to the final thing that Naaman unlearns 
and that is his assumption that healing is a commodity 
unconnected to place.  Naaman tries to offer the gold and 
silver and costly garments he brought to Elisha in return for 
his healing, but the prophet refuses.  Instead Naaman re-
turns home to Aram with a gift -  two mule-loads of earth.  I 
think that this signifies that Naaman's healing is profoundly 
connected to a particular place.  Naaman the general  of a 
conquering army has learned a new map of the world -  
where  the river Jordan isn't just any old river, but a place 
of profound  healing,  acquired through immersion, over 
time, in a place sacred to the other.  
     In its original context,  I think that this story is a cry from 
the heart of the old tribal confederacy to the new kingdom 
of  Israel.   I can only imagine how this story might have 
been  heard by the soldier who  had claimed the throne in 
Elisha's time. Today I think it speaks to  those of us  who 
feel in need of healing as we are called to the work of rec-
onciliation.  Maybe we need to bathe in the Columbia River 
seven times.  This particular river – not just any old river 
that is the source of electric power.  But this river -  be-
cause it is sacred.  Isn't that what we are really acknowledg-
ing when we say that this land is the territory of the 
Ktunaxa, Sinixt and Saylix people?  Like Naaman we are 
called to enter  unfamiliar territory and  learn a new map of 
the Columbia Basin, one where land is not commodity but a 
living system of relationships, best understood  and taught 
by  people who have lived here for ten thousand years.   
Like Naaman we need to unlearn deeply embodied assump-
tions of dominance and put our effort into the long-term, 
un-glamorous, and yet profound work of building relation-
ships with the people of this land.  We need to immerse 
ourselves repeatedly in this  river of teaching,  until one 
day, like Naaman , we receive our presence here as a gift, 
and we walk lightly as children in this sacred place. Amen. 
Thanks to Karen Pidcock of Kaslo for passing this on, and to Catherine 
Rose for permission to reprint her sermon. Catherine is a member of Nel-
son United Church and works at Yasodhara Ashram in Kootenay Bay, B.C. 
She has a MTS from St. Andrew’s College and offers occasional lay leader-
ship. Notes 1 & 2 above: Robert Alter—The Hebrew Bible: A Translation 
with Commentary, pp. 543  and 544. W.W. Norton & Company, 2019. 



MORE PHOTOS, HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR, LATE-BREAKING NEWS, AND END-NOTE HUMOUR 
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HUMOUR 

1. Mike Deed was welcomed with balloons and a basket of goodies on his first day 
at St. James.  2.  A split hose inspired this not-so-liturgical dance by Mike.  3.  Mike 
explains his wedding ring during Children’s Focus.  4. Maureen Ash (centre) and the 
Reverend Don Brown (right) volunteered to support the CBC during the Cactus Fes-
tival.  5. Tom Atterton and Mark Mainprize leading the proclamation of the gospel.  
6. St. James was well represented at the Cactus Festival. By the Association of Dun-
das Churches float are Rosemary Horsewood from Christ Church, Flamborough, Pas-
tor Duane Henry of Life Community Church, and our own Anne Washington.  7 & 8. 
On August 18th, at the 10.30 am service, Thomas David Anderson (son of Mike and 
Jenna Anderson, and little brother to Piper) was baptized. Welcome, Tommy! 

Late-breaking News 
—Ann Vander Berg will be ordained deacon at Christ’s Church Cathedral on 
Sunday, October 20th. Our prayers are with her as she prepares for this im-
portant event in her ministry and ours. 
—Barb Busing will receive the Order of Niagara on Sunday, October 6th at 
Christ’s Church Cathedral, recognised for her work as Board Chair of St. 
Matthew’s House, and her leadership at St. James. As the Order of Niagara 
service and Mike Deed’s induction are on the same afternoon,  we may have 
to choose. Wherever we are, we all want to support both Barb and Mike. 
—Jessica Cook will be one of many starting a new year at school or university 
in September. As we pray for all our students as they begin or return to their 
studies, we also thank Jessica for her work with our Church School program, 
and look forward to welcoming her home when she visits from her studies at 
Trent University in Peterborough. 
—The Holiday House Tour still needs one more house for this year’s tour on 
December 7th. Please contact Lil Stewart or the office if you know of any pos-
sibilities. Thank you! 

Thanks,  
Bob Morrow, for 
sending this to us! 


